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We are proud to support the men, women and young cadets 
that give of themselves to make our area a safer place to live.

1131 S. 22nd St., Bismarck, ND 58504 •  www.etitesting.com
1900 32nd Ave. NE, Black Eagle, MT 59414 • (406) 453-1542

A division of 
LOENBRO INSPECTION LLC

• Nondestructive Testing
• QA-QC • Radiography
• X-Ray • Ultrasonic
• Magnetic Particle
• Penetrants • Eddy Current
• Visual 
• PMI - Positive Material Identification
• MultiScan MS5800 IRIS/ECT/RFT For Tube Inspection
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Welcome to this 2021 Year in Review for South Dakota Wing. It 
was a challenging year, due to the continuing COVID-19 pandemic, 
including the surge in cases at the end of the year. South Dakota 
Wing, however, maintained its mission readiness and did outstanding  
work in all three of its program areas.

I became Wing Commander in December 1, the date CAP celebrated 80 years from the founding of 
the organization, in the dark early days immediately preceding World War II. After the war, CAP rein-
vented itself as the civilian auxiliary of the Air Force.

CAP has also reinvented itself over the past two years of pandemic precautions. For decades, our train-
ing had largely been via face-to-face events, which was unwise during the worst phases of the pandemic. 
Yes, the digital transformation of much of what we do was a reaction to the required COVID precautions, 
but it also greatly increases accessibility to training, programs and activities that once required expensive 
unreimbursed travel. 

Online meetings have their own down-sides, but when handled well, they can increase the connections 
among members, promote understanding and lead to effective communication. The result is effective 
training for mission readiness.

In CAP, we have three major program areas, sometimes called our “missions.” 

> South Dakota Wing flew highly-effective operational missions in 2021, including multiple missing 
persons searches, training exercises with the 114th Fighter Wing of the South Dakota National Guard, and 
a radar study for NORAD.

> We hosted a large youth program cadet encampment, attracting members from several wings. There 
was a small COVID outbreak, but our encampment had a solid contingency plan in place and it did not 
become a super-spreader event. Beyond encampment, our cadets studied, learned and advanced in rank.

> Our wing and squadron Aerospace Education program won awards and recognition well beyond the 
borders of South Dakota.

2021 was a year of challenges, but the leadership and members of South Dakota Wing and our 
squadrons rose to the challenge to provide solid training and activities for members and preserve and 
enhance mission readiness, while keep members and the public safe. We are volunteers, working at the 
professional level.

My thanks and appreciation for everything our leaders and members do to serve our communities, 
state and nation.

Commander’s Corner
By Col. Michael Marek, CAP

South Dakota Wing Commander
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Locally owned & operated 
aircraft maintenance facility

501 W. Hanger St. 
Sioux Falls,  SD 57104

605-809-5304

605-217-2667  
CNOS.NET

NEUROLOGY • NEUROSURGERY • ORTHOPAEDICS • PODIATRY  
RHEUMATOLOGY • SPINE • DERMATOLOGY • GENERAL SURGERY

Improving Health – 
and Safety

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R

Dr. Reeder, Dr. Klopper, and  
Dr. Shumaker salute and support  
the South Dakota Civil Air Patrol.
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South Dakota Wing performed a second series of 
COVID-19 vaccine delivery flights January 5 at the request 
of the South Dakota Department of Health. The first deliv-
eries in November 2020 drew national media attention.

“This is truly a turning point in the battle against 
COVID-19,” said Col Nick Gengler, South Dakota Wing 
commander. “Through the efforts by the South Dakota 
Department of Health, its health partners and Civil Air 
Patrol we were able to coordinate an effective way to con-
tribute to this mission.

"Our professional volunteers stepped up to provide a 
service to the local communities," Gengler said. "We will 
continue to be of service and look forward to ways we can 
continue to contribute.”

CAP delivered the vaccines and related supplies in its role as the U.S. Air Force auxiliary, part of the 
Air Force program to support civil authorities to save lives, relieve suffering, prevent property damage 
and provide humanitarian assistance. In addition to the aircrew, other South Dakota Wing members assist 
with mission planning and logistical support.

“These South Dakota Wing members exemplify the community-minded spirit and professional-level 
preparedness of all Civil Air Patrol volunteers,” said Brig. Gen. Ed Phelka, CAP’s national vice com-
mander. “This vaccine transport mission is yet another example of how CAP members step up to serve 
their communities, their states, and the nation.”

“Thanks to the robust support of CAP National Headquarters and 1st Air Force, we are well on our 
way to providing a much-needed service to the people of South Dakota,” said Lt. Col. Todd Epp, mission 
incident commander for the December delivery flights. “We are happy to partner with Gov. Kristi Noem 
and the Department of Health in their efforts to keep South Dakotans safe from the coronavirus.”

JANUARY

South Dakota Wing Delivers COVID Vaccination Doses

Vaccine delivery aircrew members (l-r) Lt. Col. 
Jeremy Langrock, Maj. Karla West, and Capt. 
Matt Meert

South Dakota Wing received a rare award for 
excellence, the Civil Air Patrol Unit Citation Award, 
given by CAP’s the organization’s national head-
quarters and recognizing unprecedented growth and 
accomplishments during 2019.

In the online presentation ceremony, CAP North 
Central Region Commander, Col. John O’Neill, 
praised South Dakota CAP members. He noted 
that the award is so rare that he has never seen one 
presented.

“You very clearly earned this award in 2019, 
but you haven’t stopped,” he said. “2020 has been a 

crazy year, and you in South Dakota Wing have stepped to the forefront, still, and continued this tradition.”
The citation listed several notable accomplishments, including a membership increase in squadrons 

in the Wing, the first wing to use sUAS (drones) in a real mission and development of training standards 
for the use of sUAVs, Aerospace Education camps in rural and underserved communities, and a variety of 
missing persons and disaster relief missions In the last several days.

Unit Citation Received for 2019 Successes

Col. Joh O’Neill, North Central Region Commander, 
CAP, presents the unit citation in an online ceremony.
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“We’ll Take Care Of You.”

605-339-2241

Thanks
CAP for
all your

hard work!

Marv’s Body Shop, Inc.
300 S. Cleveland Ave., Sioux Falls

mbs@marvsbodyshop.com

marvsbodyshop.com
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Legislative Day Tells SDWG’s Story
Several leaders of South Dakota Wing gathered in Pierre on February 17th for the wing’s annual legis-

lative day. In an ordinary year, the legislative day sees a show of force by SDWG, with as many members 
present as possible.  Due to the COVID pandemic, the event was scaled back this year.

“The goal for the day was to meet with all the 
agencies CAP works with and remind everyone 
of our capabilities and what our volunteer organi-
zation can do to help,” said Col. Gengler, SDWG 
commander. 

The day included a meeting with the SD 
Department of Health, for which SDWG has flown 
high-profile COVID vaccine distribution flights; as 
well as the Governor’s office; all four legislative 
caucuses (House and Senate, both parties); and the 
secretaries or directors of Education, Public Safety, 
Emergency Management, Game Fish and Parks, and 
Military and Veteran’s Affairs.

“We were able to showcase our successes and 
reiterate continued support for the Civil Air Patrol across the state,” Gengler added.

The SDWG legislative day was part of an intensive national effort in which CAP leaders make contact 
with elected representatives and agencies across the country.

In addition to the commander, Col. Mike Beason, Lt. Col. Myra Christensen, Lt. Col. Howard Steiner, 
Lt. Col. Loyd Tracy, and Maj. Karla West participated. 

SD CAP Wind Tunnel Boosts AE
Maj. John Spangler, AEO Rushmore Composite 

Squadron, in concert with Maj. Tim Modde, SD 
Wing AE officer, and new member Tom Fritz, a 
retired Lt. Col USAF, constructed a wind tunnel in 
support of SD Wing Aerospace Education activities.  

The tunnel is 9 feet long, 2 and ½ feet high, and 
14 inches wide. Ten interchangeable airfoil sections 
can be used to explore changing aerodynamic func-
tion under variable conditions of airspeed and angle 
of attack.  Lt. Col. Fritz designed and manufactured 
a smoke generating system and “smoke rake” to 
demonstrate airflow patterns and to explore the stall 
characteristics of each airfoil.  

Donations of about $1,000 were used to fund the 
project and there was no cost to Civil Air Patrol’s regular budgets. Approximately 200 man-hours were 
necessary to produce this teaching aid.   

The wind tunnel equipment is portable and is available to all squadrons to broaden exposer to aerody-
namics.  When COVID restrictions allow, the creators of the wing tunnel hope to take it on tour of CAP 
units across South Dakota.

Later in the year, the wind tunnel was demonstrated at the South Dakota Wing Conference, the North 
Central Region Conference and at multiple external Aerospace Education events.

FEBRUARY

Maj. John Spangler, Maj. Tim Modde, and new member 
Tom Fritz, retired Lt. Col USAF, constructed this wind 
tunnel in support of SD Wing Aerospace Education 
activities.  

SD Department of Health meeting (l-r) Tim Heath, 
immunization progarm manager for SDDOH; Justin 
Williams, general counsel for SDDOH; Lt. Col. Loyd 
Tracy; Kim Malsam Rysdon, secretary of SDDOH; 
Col. Nick Gengler; Maj. Karla West, & Lt. Col. Myra 
Christensen
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Compliments of a 
Friend Supporting the 

Civil Air Patrol!

(605) 665-6063 
 www.hydroextrusions.com 

2500 Alumax Rd. • Yankton, SD 57078 

www.BSRconstruction.net

Specializing in Residential & Commercial 
Repairs & Remodels

Basement Finishes & Remodels

Concrete & More

Brown County

South Dakota

Brown County Sheriff
Mark Milbrandt & Staff

Proudly salute the 
men and women 
of the Civil Air 
Patrol for their 

lifesaving efforts!

22 Court Street, Suite 1
Aberdeen, SD 57401

605-626-7100
brown.sd.us 

4301 N. Cliff Ave.
Sioux Falls . . . . . . . 336-0411

I-90 N. Deadwood Ave.
Rapid City . . . . . . . 348-7438
www.dieselmachinery.com

3831 Deadwood Ave. N.
Rapid City

www.dakotarv.com
348-1212 • 1-800-788-0341

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF
THE EFFORTS OF C.A.P.!
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Dougherty Family Thanks SDWG
The family of Amy Dougherty has thanked 

South Dakota Wing members for their efforts to find 
her. Dougherty disappeared in December after she 
left for work, driving in blizzard conditions from 
Andover to Bristol. Her body was found on January 

29 by divers 
in a lake bor-
dering the road 
D o u g h e r t y 
drove to work.

“The fam-
i ly  has  been 
e x t r e m e l y 
grateful for the 
efforts of CAP 
over the past 
five weeks,” said Chaplain Gary Rae, Lt. Col., CAP, “Many people 
were involved go unnamed, and so it is really addressed to the 
entire Wing. Your responding to every call or missing person has a 
profound and lasting gratitude from family members that cannot be 
expressed in words.”

South Dakota Wing flew search sorties over the area and CAP’s 
national cell phone forensics team also provided a probability area 
for further searching. 

“I think what we did on this mission (and what we do) exempli-
fies our core values,” said Lt. Col. Todd Epp, incident commander 
for the sorties. “Respect. Volunteer Service. Excellence. Integrity. 
I had no problems as IC getting people—over the Christmas holi-
day—to volunteer to help on Amy's search. That speaks volumes to 
me. We are a force for good.”

Mission Receives “Find” Award
South Dakota Wing, Civil Air Patrol, joined the search for the 74-year-old man who was missing 

overnight in the Bristol, S.D. area. 
A mission staff, three aircraft and a ground team were assembled as part of CAP’s response to assist 

local authorities in the search. The missing man was found in good condition, and other than needing to 
get warmed up, did not need medical care. 

The Air Force Rescue Coordination Center awarded South Dakota Wing personnel participating in the 
mission one save ribbon for this mission.

South Dakota Wing worked in close partnership with the Day County Sheriff’s Office and the S.D. 
Department of Emergency Management. 

FEBRUARY

MARCH

The area where Amy Dougherty’s body 
was found, seen from a South Dakota 
Wing search aircraft.

Thank you card from the Dougherty family received by 
South Dakota Wing.
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B & G 

Acoustical
Ceilings, Inc.
Commercial & Residential
Ceilings • Computer Floors

605-940-4406
Our management & staff 
are proud to support the 
lifesaving efforts of our 

Civil Air Patrol. 
Keep up the good work!

P. O. Box 89918
Sioux Falls, SD 57109

• Speciality in Grill Guards that  
   really do protect the vehicle 
   and people inside.
• Custom sprayed in Bedliner
• All types of trailer repair,
   including axle alignments 
   with a full line of parts 
   on hand

Locally owned and serving our 
community and surrounding area.
Saving family vacations since 1971

OL’ TIME BLACKSMITHING
DONE WITH A MODERN TWISTWatertown

Regional Airport
We are proud to support 

the men & women of C.A.P. 
Their ongoing search for 

downed and missing aircraft 
is especially appreciated. 

2416 Boeing Ave.
Watertown

882-6209
www.watertownsdairport.com

 Sleek & Modern GueStrooMS

 All the eSSentiAl AMenitieS

 Skydine Food & CoFFee in 
   the lobby

 MeetinG rooMS

 FitneSS rooM

 outdoor PAtio

 CoMPliMentAry WiFi

 FliGht StAtuS MonitorS in 
   the lobby

 dAy rAteS AvAilAble

ConneCted 
to the 

Sioux FAllS 
reGionAl 
AirPort

First stop 
Gun & Coin

firststopguns.com

701 Main st. • rapid City, sd 57701
605-341-5211    

603 Reed St. • Keystone, SD 57751
(605) 666-4496

ww.brooksidekeystonesd.com

4709 E. 6th St. • Sioux Falls, SD  57110
www.washingtoncrossingrc.com

605-271-9273

Thanks CAP! 
Keep up the great work!
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MARCH

SDWG Teams Excel in CyberPatriot
The South Dakota Wing CyberPatriot XIII teams performed admirably in their final 

rounds of competition. 
CyberPatriot is a national youth cyber education program created by the Air 

Force Association to help direct students toward careers in cybersecurity or other 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics disciplines and features the 
annual National Youth Cyber Defense Competition which challenges teams of high 
school and middle school students to find and fix cybersecurity vulnerabilities in 
virtual operating systems. Using a proprietary competition system, teams are scored on 
how secure they make the system. See the squadron reports below for details.

Sioux Falls Composite Squadron received the 1st Place State Award, the1st Place Tier Award, and 
Gold Tier. Big Sioux Composite Squadron brought home the 2nd Place State Award, 2nd Place Tier 
Award, and was also Gold Tier.

APRIL

CAP Recognized With 
Spirit of Volunteerism Award 

Civil Air Patrol (CAP) was recognized by the 
Helpline Center of Sioux Falls and Rapid City 
as a recipient of its annual Spirit of Volunteerism 
awards. The awards recognize individuals, groups, 
and businesses that gave of their time and talent 
to care for communities across South Dakota. The 
awards were presented during National Volunteer 
Week, April 18-24.

“Civil Air Patrol is one of the premier national 
volunteer service organizations,” said Col. Nick 
Gengler, CAP commander in South Dakota. “In 
South Dakota, our members devote countless hours 
to the missions that Congress gave us when CAP was chartered 80 years ago.”

Part of the justification for the award was South Dakota Wing’s November delivery of COVID-19 
vaccines and supplies to rural hospitals, among the first COVID-19 vaccine delivery flights by CAP 
nationally. CAP was one of over 200 Spirit of Volunteerism award recipients this year. It was recognized 
in a video released by the Helpline Center on Tuesday (April 20) on its website at helplinecenter.org/sva. 

“This event is something we look forward to each year,” said Susie Ryks, volunteer services director 
for the Helpline Center. “It was important for us to recognize the ways individuals and groups who have 
stepped up during the pandemic.”
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WE ARE HIRInG!
• Business/Operations/Logistics Professionals
• Customer Service Manager
• Business Analyst  • Transport Drivers

APPly HERE:
https://www.harmsoil.com
For More Info, Call 605-696-5030

605-842-3260
Box 430, 

141 W. 3rd St.
Winner, South Dakota 57580

We are proud to salute and be 
a part of the many fine efforts 
of the men and women in the 

Civil Air Patrol for their lifesaving 
missions. Thanks and good luck!

Brookings Police DePt.

Chief Dave Erickson 
& Staff are proud to support 

the Civil Air Patrol.
307 3rd Ave., Brookings

605-692-2113

One quick lOOk and yOu will want tO call these great 
apartments hOme. quality hOusing fOr families. 

eligible residents pay 30% Of their adjusted grOss 
incOme tOwards rent! call tOday fOr details!

Valley Park Apartments. Located at 
2200 Green St, Yankton, SD 57078

Green Meadows Apartments. Located 
at 1515 N Davison St, Mitchell, SD 57301

Printable Application on our 
website www.oakleafpm.com

877-521-8750

VAlley PArk & Green 
MeAdows APArtMents

“Your full line GM Car & Chevy Truck Dealer”

500 4th St. N.E., Huron, SD
800-766-6411 
605-352-6411

www.prostrollo.com

1223 Sale Barn Road
Fort Pierre, SD 57532
605-223-9762 

Toll Free: 
877-228-6260
baumann-lumber.com

We proudly support 
the men & women 
of Civil Air Patrol!

We are proud 
to salute 

& support
the volunteers 

of the Civil 
Air Patrol!

605-225-1384 
4430 E. Hwy. 12 •  Aberdeen, SD

aberdeenflyingservice.com

Aberdeen          
Flying Service
MunicipAl Airport

115 4th St. N.E. • Waite Park, MN
320-259-9470

www.performanceseed.com

• Wild Bird Food
• Lawn Seed
• Cash Bids
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CAP Assists SDAnG F-16 Training
South Dakota Wing, Civil Air Patrol, played a 

crucial part in South Dakota Air National Guard 
114th Fighter Wing aerial intercept training May 
12 and 13 by playing the role of adversary aircraft 
flying in restricted air space. 

“The benefit of working with Civil Air Patrol, 
or CAP, is having a professional group of pilots that 
know and understand what we require, and what 
to expect. They have been very supportive of our 
exercises,” said Maj. Casey Minor, 175th Fighter 
Squadron Training Officer.

The training helped the Air Guard be ready for 
the possible real-world need to intercept aircraft 
having emergencies, violations of Temporary Flight 
Restriction areas, and other aerial targets.  

“Our CAP pilots enjoy supporting the Air Guard with these training flights,” said Col. Nick Gengler, 
commander of CAP in South Dakota, known as South Dakota Wing. “F-16s fly fast, and our CAP planes 
fly slow by comparison. Intercepting and following a civilian target means that the jets need to fly a lot 
slower than usual. CAP is happy to help the guard pilots as they train for safe and effective intercepts.” 

Civil Air Patrol Aircrew finds BH fire
A South Dakota Wing aircrew on a routine train-

ing flight found a flair-up of a fire in the Black Hills 
on March 31 which fire crews had extinguished two 
days earlier.

The South Dakota Wing aircrew, consisting of 
Col. Mike Beason, CAP, Lt. Col Craig Goodrich, 
CAP, of Rapid City and MSgt. Chris Banks, CAP, 
of Ellsworth Air Force Base, had been conducting 
proficiency flying in the area.  

“We were on a training flight and saw some 
smoke away from the known fires near Rapid City 
and Mount Rushmore, so we decided to check it 
out,” said Beason. “When we saw no one near it, we 
reported it to Custer County.”

The aircrew found a fresh outbreak of the blaze known as the “Bobcat Fire,” on state land just north of 
the Medicine Mountain Scout Ranch in western Pennington County.  The fire had been listed as contained 
two days earlier. At least three “brush truck” fire trucks were reported to be back at the scene evening after 
CAP reported the reignited fire. 

“They were extremely thankful we reported it,” said Beason.

APRIL

MAY

Black Hills fire. Photo by Col. Mike Beason

South Dakota Air National Guard 114th Fighter Wing 
F16, seen from a South Dakota Wing aircraft.
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Campground • Storybook Land • Land of Oz • Mini Train Rides • Carousel Rides 
Balloon Rides • Paddleboats & Canoes • Mini Golf • Go Carts • Bike Rentals

www.aberdeen.sd.us/storybookland

Wylie Park
Family Fun Headquarters!

888-326-9693
Hwy. 281,  1 Mile North  of  Aberdeen

Air KrAft SprAying, inc.
AgriculturAl AviAtor 

– chemicAl SAleS

FlighT  insTruCTOr
Municipal Airport

Timber Lake                

We support the Civil Air Patrol!

865-3500

(605)
725-4444

Proud to 
support the 

Civil Air 
Patrol!

616 Centennial St., Aberdeen
aberdeenculvers@blueteamsd.com

www.culvers.com

We deliver high-quality, 
low-cost electric service to 
our local member-owners.

We proudly support the 
lifesaving efforts of the 

Civil Air Patrol!

www.oaheelectric.com

3111 Whitewood Service Rd. 
Sturgis, SD 57785

605-347-2751

Delivering wholesale power to
21 member electric distribution systems in eastern 

South Dakota and western Minnesota.

East River Electric
Power Cooperative commends the 

outstanding efforts of South
Dakota Civil Air Patrol!

(605) 256-4536
www.eastriver.coop

Touchstone Energy Cooperative
The power of human connections

Madison, South Dakota
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South Dakota Wing Rated “Effective”
U.S. Air Force and Civil Air Patrol (CAP) National Headquarters gave South Dakota Wing an 

"Effective" evaluation at the completion of its latest inspection April 9.

Compliance inspections every four years ensure that CAP state organizations are using the resources 
wisely that the taxpayers and the USAF have entrusted to CAP, including over $2 million invested in 
aircraft, vans, radios, and other equipment. 

“South Dakota Wing works hard to comply with the expectations of the Air Force and our own 
national headquarters,” said Col. Nick Gengler, South Dakota Wing commander. “This highly successful 
outside inspection validates the wing’s readiness for important missions like air and ground search, air-
borne photography and disaster relief.”

The “effective” rating achieved by South Dakota Wing is the highest evaluation possible.
“South Dakota Wing has just come through a very tough inspection from the USAF and HQ Civil Air 

Patrol with virtual ‘flying colors,’" said CAP Col. Mike Beason, who coordinated the wing’s preparation 
for the inspection. “I'm proud of what the staff has done to show the inspectors we know what we are 
doing here in South Dakota.”

MAY
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Dr. Robert Allen
FAA DESIGNATED AME

We are proud to salute & support the men, 
women and young
cadets for their
courage and
dedication towards
saving lives!

430-1602
Rapid City
4454 W. Glen Place

Tabor
Lumber Co-Op

Ag / Fuel / Lumber
We salute and support
the Civil Air Patrol!

152 S. Lidice Ave., Tabor
463-2565

104 Main, Lesterville
364-7522

Titze’s Auto 
Repair, Inc.

3900 N. Cliff Ave. • Sioux Falls, SD 57104
(605) 330-1989

Over 36 Years of Experience
Locally Owned

John Jones, MD
supports Civil Air Patrol!

Sanford Chamberlain 
Family Medicine Provider

 (605) 234-6551
300 S. Byron Blvd. 

Chamberlain, SD 57325 
www.sanfordhealth.org

402 Main St.
Rapid City, SD 57701

(605) 341-1203
www.myiralender.com

Thanks CAP for all you do!

605-394-9090
324 East Blvd., #100

RApiD City

Proudly supporting CAP!

118 N. Main • Avon, SD 57315
605-286-3213 

www.communitybankavon.com

MeMber FDIC

SIOUX FAllS REGIONAl AIRPORT

(605) 336-0762
2801 Jaycee Lane

Sioux Falls
www.sfairport.com

Thank you CAP!
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Civil Air Patrol in South Dakota 
Recognizes Excellence

Civil Air Patrol’s South Dakota Wing has recognized its Lincoln 
County Composite Squadron as Squadron of Merit for 2020. The award 
was announced June 12 at the annual wing conference in Mitchell.

“The Squadron of Merit recognizes the top performing Squadron in 
the Wing,” said Col. Nick Gengler, South Dakota Wing Commander. 
“Lincoln County Composite Squadron was just formed 2 years ago and 
since then has shown great strength in growth, scholastic achievement, 
and has hosted a variety of events for their cadets. I am very proud of the 
Lincoln County Composite Squadron and look forward to their future 
growth.” 

Also during the awards ceremony, Capt. Donald Weiand, of Custer 
was named Senior Member of the Year. Weiand, a retired active-duty 
military officer, is commander of Crazy Horse Composite Squadron and 
serves in a variety of state and local roles in CAP.

1st Lt. Kyle Clement received the award of Cadet of the Year for 2020, 
recognizing excellence among CAP’s youth members, known as cadets. 
Clement became an adult CAP membership earlier this year and attends South Dakota State University.

The Senior Member of the Year award recognizes a member age 21+ years, who stands out through-
out the year,” said Gengler. “We have so many great volunteers it is sometimes hard to distinguish one 
above the other. Capt. Weiand has strengthened the Crazy Horse Composite Squadron’s community ties 
in promoting Civil Air Patrol, while increasing fundraising opportunities, involving the unit with local 
community activities, and keeping the unit active during the pandemic this last year. Capt. Weiand is a 
credit to himself and the Civil Air Patrol. 

“1st Lt. Kyle Clement was in our cadet program up until he turned 21 this last year,” Gengler contin-
ued. “As a cadet, 1st Lt. Clement achieved the Eaker Award, the 2nd highest scholastic achievement in the 
cadet program. He has been very active in our emergency services program training in search and rescue. 
He has done an outstanding job mentoring those around him. 1st Lt. Clement is some the cadets look up to.” 

Presentation of staff leadership awards included both wing- and region-level awards: 
Region and Wing Professional Development Officer of the Year - Col. Mary Donley of Sioux Falls, 

wing staff.
Ed Lewis Incident Staff Member of the Year – Lt. Col. Todd Epp of Harrisburg, wing staff. 
Region and Wing Property Management Officer of the Year, Jerome Foy of Sioux Falls, Lincoln 

County Composite Squadron. 
Region and Wing Lt. Col. T. Keith Riddle Aircrew Member of the Year - Jeremy Langrock of Sioux 

Falls, wing staff. 
Region and Wing Maj. Gen. Jeanne M. Holm Aerospace Education Officer of the Year – Maj. John 

Spangler of Rapid City, Rushmore Composite Squadron.
Region and Wing Col. David Kantor Operations Staff Officer of the Year Award - Richard Rezac of 

Highmore, Miller Flight.
Region and Wing Col. Bud Payton PAO of the Year – Maj. Karla West of Brandon, wing staff.
“The huge number of awards won by our South Dakota Wing Members at the region level demon-

strate the great continuing commitment so many members of the SD Wing have towards excellence and 
professionalism,” Lt. Col. Craig Goodrich, South Dakota Wing vice commander said. “We are one of the 
smallest wings in the region, yet we have some of the most committed members around. Our common 

JUNE

Col. Nick Gengler, immediate 
past South Dakota Wing 
commander.
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P.O. Box 1456
Rapid City, SD 57709
(605) 342-1195

www.Hotrod.edu

Thanks 
C.A.P. for 
helping to 
keep our 

skies safe!

Center for Family Medicine
1115 East 20th Street 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105
 605.339.1783

Saluting CAP’s service with a discounted rate for

FIRST, SECOND and THIRD CLASS
FAA MEDICALS

(just present your CAP ID card when checking in!)

1811 W. Main St.
Rapid City, SD

(605) 348-3232

www.tmastores.com

605.331.1103
PO Box 84912 

Sioux Falls, SD 57118
www.aoksanitaryservice.com

Family owned and operated since 1980

550 Main Street 
Scotland, South Dakota

 605-583-2234 
www.fmsbscotland.com

- Well Pump Service
- Air Compressors
- Pumps
- Windmills

2401 Bridgeview Drive, Rapid City
(605) 342-0800

farmerssupply@rushmore.com 
Proud to Support the C.A.P.!

Farmers 
Supply LLC

Proud to
salute & support

C.A.P.!

Jet A
100 LL Avgas

We offer comprehensive, competitively
priced FBO services, including:
• Contract fueling
• Baggage handling
• Aircraft de-icing & preheating
• Catering • Pilot’s lounge
605.312.5680             4201 N. Maverick Place

maverickaircenter.com           Sioux Falls

2150 Coca Cola Ln. 
Rapid City
342-8222 

Toll Free: 800-658-3638
coca-colahighcountry.com
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goals, values, and dedication to our community, our young people and life-saving bring us together like a 
large family. I’m very proud of the accomplishments of all of our members.”

Wing-level staff award recipients are entered in the seven-state CAP North Central Region com-
petition, the winners of which are candidates for the national award, to be presented at CAP’s national 
conference in August.

The Quality Unit Cadet Award was presented to Big Sioux Composite Squadron (Brookings), Crazy 
Horse Composite Squadron (Custer), Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron (Spearfish), Miller flight, 
Mitchell Composite Squadron, and Sioux Falls Composite Squadron.

Wing Commander’s Commendations were announced for Justin Johnson of wing staff; Devin Griffin 
and Matthew Tracy of Rushmore Composite Squadron; Chancey Hall and Pandy Rezac of Miller Flight; 
Myra Christensen, Richard Helton, Marsha Sumpter and Lee Vaughn, of Pierre Composite Squadron; 
Merrilee Shultz of Sioux Falls Composite Squadron and E. W. Filler of Big Sioux Composite Squadron.

The annual conference offered Civil Air Patrol members from around the state a wide range of 
seminars and workshops about CAP’s operational missions, youth program, aerospace education and 
organizational management.
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Chief Matt Betzen & Staff are proud 
to be a part of the lifesaving efforts 

of the Civil Air Patrol. 

15 N. Washington, Vermillion, SD
605-677-7070
www.vermillionpd.org

VERMILLION
Police 

Department

3400 S Duluth Ave
Sioux Falls, SD 57105

(605) 333-0093
www.debergtax.com

DeBerg Tax & 
Bookkeeping
Payroll & Bookkeeping Services 
Tax Preparation & Consultation

Jefferson
Police Department
& Staff proudly salute
the fine men & women
of the Civil Air Patrol!
Keep up the good work!
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Mettler
A e r i A l

387-5513
656 E. Hwy. 18

Menno, SD

proudly supports 
the volunteers

of C.A.P.!

A mile of road will take you a mile,
A mile of runway will take you 

anywhere.

Towing Service · AuTomoTive repAir Shop 
· emergency roAdSide Service

701 S. Main Street
Plankinton, SD 57368

(605) 942-7262

Madsen 
Ranch

Presho, SD  
Chris and Pat Madsen

are proud to salute and support 
South Dakota Civil Air Patrol!

800 E. SD Hwy. 46 • Wagner, SD 57380 
605-384-3417 

www.valleypumpcasino.com

Restaurant | Fuel  
Convenience Store | Casino

 Dependable
  Sanitation, Inc.

605-225-9316
1520 Brown County 19 North 

Aberdeen, SD 57401
www.dsienvironment.com

Our management & staff are proud to support 
the lifesaving efforts of our Civil Air Patrol.

Keep up the good work!

Electrical Contracting & Service
 1717 North Sanborn Blvd.

PO Box 1400
Mitchell, SD 57301
605-996-3983

www.muthelectric.com
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JULY

Civil Air Patrol Encampment Closes Early
The Civil Air Patrol (CAP) youth pro-

gram encampment in July concluded one 
day early after five participants tested 
positive for COVID-19. All five had been 
sleeping in the same dormitory “bay” as a 
cohort. 

The five members, all under age 20, 
were tested by external medical profes-
sionals who confirmed the positive test 
results. The encampment’s COVID plan 
was executed fully, and the cadets who 
tested positive were immediately isolated 
and promptly returned to their families. 
Encampment activities were curtailed, and 
the activity concluded one day early.

“We are deeply concerned about the 
cadets who tested positive and will be fol-
lowing up with every attendee to monitor health status during the recommended quarantine period,” Col. 
Nick Gengler, commander of CAP’s South Dakota Wing, said at the time. “While this scenario is unfortu-

nate, the outcome of the encampment represents 
a success because our COVID-19 contingency 
plan worked effectively by quickly identifying 
the potential cases, isolating the cadets and tak-
ing steps to prevent further spread of the virus.” 

There were 155 youth and adult participants 
at the encampment at Camp Rapid in Rapid City. 
All attendees were required to declare that they 
had been fully vaccinated, had tested negative 
for COVID-19 three days before arrival, had 
self-quarantined for 14 days before arrival, or 
had a physician’s note indicating full recovery 
from a prior COVID-19 infection.

The annual  Joint  Dakota 
Encampment is sponsored by the 
Civil Air Patrol wings in North 
and South Dakota. As this year’s 
host, the South Dakota Wing orga-
nized and managed the event. 
The encampment teaches leader-
ship and problem-solving skills to 
cadets as a key component of Civil 
Air Patrol’s cadet program.
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DAY COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

710 W. 2nd St. • Webster, SD 57274

605-345-3222    
www.daycountysheriff.org

www.hangar9fbo.com

Proudly Supporting 
Civil Air Patrol. Thanks for 

keeping our skies safe!

605-206-0481 
P.O. Box 239, 

Timber Lake, SD 57656

HURON
REGIONAL
AIRPORT

Salutes the Civil Air Patrol.

Huron Welcomes CAP
Squadron NCR-SD-052

Aberdeen 

605.226.2545
Selby 

605.649.1150 
haseplumbing.com

111 Fourth St. S.E.  •  Huron, SD 57350
Phone (605) 352-8691  •  Toll-Free (800) 801-8691

www.huronclinic.com
Our management & staff are

proud to support the lifesaving
efforts of our Civil Air Patrol.

Keep up the good work!

Jamie kwasniewski
electrical contractor ec2818

Webster, SD
605.345.4240 office

Insured, Bonded

Sturgis, South Dakota

  free estimates

www.collins-carpetcleaning.com 

Thank you Civil Air Patrol 
for a job well done!
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AUGUST

South Dakota Wing Assists 114th Fighter Wing in 
Largescale Exercise

In one of its most intensive periods of flying in recent memory, Civil Air Patrol’s South Dakota Wing 
flew nearly 75 hours in one week in August in support of a South Dakota Air National Guard national 
defense exercise.

The flying and planning included 23 volunteer CAP members from Sioux Falls, Brookings, Rapid 
City and Custer from Aug. 4-6. The exercise used five of South Dakota Wing’s six single-engine aircraft 
to simulate adversary aircraft in a training scenario for F-16 fighter jets from the Air National Guard’s 
114th Fighter Wing in Sioux Falls.

South Dakota Wing and the 
Air National Guard planned for 
months to make sure the exercise 
was completed safely and mim-
icked real-world conditions, and 
that the substantial number of 
aircraft and aircrews were closely 
coordinated. The multiple-day, 
around-the-clock exercise tested 
the Air Guard’s ability to defend 
designated airspace. Five CAP 
aircraft acted as adversaries as 
they flew into the airspace.

Maj. Gen. Jeffrey P. Marlette, 
South Dakota National Guard 
adjutant general, flew a sortie 
Thursday with a CAP aircrew 
as part of the training. Marlette 
flew with Civil Air Patrol so he 
could view an engagement with 
the F-16s from the target aircraft’s 
perspective.

“It was great,” Marlette said. 
“It's impressive to see CAP’s will-
ingness to be incorporated into an 
exercise with us like this. It creates some great training for them and for us.”

CAP aircraft from Sioux Falls, Rapid City, Brookings and Spearfish made over 30 flights as part of 
the Air Guard exercise. The CAP aircrews used precision in both navigation and timing in their role as 
adversary aircraft.

“We’re pleased to provide Adj. Gen. Marlette with this opportunity to see his F-16s in action from a 
unique perspective,” said Col. Nick Gengler, South Dakota Wing commander. “CAP in South Dakota has 
a long history of supporting Air National Guard training. This week’s exercise is one of the most demand-
ing roles we’ve played, supplying so many targets, both day and night, over multiple days. 

“In addition to our primary role supporting South Dakota Air National Guard training, it’s also an 
excellent training activity for our own aircrews,” Gengler said.

Major General Jeffrey P. Marlette, South Dakota Adjutant General, (l) and 
Lt. Col. Justin Johnson, CAP pilot. Photo by Karla West
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Industrial Machine
& Engineering, LLC.

Precision Tool & Die

Thanks C.A.P.!
3028 US Hwy. 14 Bypass, Brookings
imetool.com      •      (605) 697-7467

Mike Harmon 
Aviation

Proud to support Civil Air Patrol. 
Keep up the great work!

Www.OctaFlex.Com 

605-865-3481 
P.O. Box 404

Timber Lake, SD 57656

environmental innovations 
for a greener world

Making Flights “Wright” Since 1984
5971 Hangar Road, Mitchell, SD

605-996-1228
www.wrightbrothersaviation.com

Leisure Sports

                                    P.O. Box 137
                                    Alcester, SD

                                  57001

Email: leisurepaddles@gmail.com
We proudly salute our Civil Air Patrol!

934-1995

2601 6th Ave. SE    Aberdeen, SD 57401
Phone: 605-229-1655

P.O. Box 831 • Huron, SD 57350
Local: (605) 352-8404

National: (800) 843-9933 
www.ntatrucking.com

Aason Engineering
Company, Inc.

605-882-2371
We salute the C.A.P.!

1022 6th St. S.E.     
Watertown, SD

All AmericAn Food
Benita Baus thanks the Civil Air Patrol

for their many fine efforts.
10 E. Hwy. 12, Webster • 345-4140

Sheriff Brandon Wingert
and the staff of

Hanson County Sheriff’s Office
support the Civil Air Patrol’s 
ongoing mission of care. . . 

so others may live.
720 5th St., Alexandria

605-239-4409

Hughes County Sheriff

3200 E. Hwy. 34, Ste. 9, Pierre, SD
605-773-7470

Patrick Callahan & staff
proudly participate in
C.A.P. and support its
ongoing mission of care.

Crawford
Trucks & EquipmEnT, inc.

Watts 1-800-397-6200
 E. Hwy. 12, Aberdeen

 Bus. Phone 225-6200

Cummins international
www.crawfordtrucks.com

HAND COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Sheriff Shane Croeni and staff 
proudly support the Civil Air Patrol

415 West 1st Avenue, Suite 102
Miller, South Dakota 57362 

(605) 853-2408

SUNRISE
Agency, Inc.

Keep up the Good Work CAP!
201 S. Main St., Onida, SD

258-2643

A-1 Sanitation & Recycling              

 38435 133rd Street
        Aberdeen

         605-226-2971
• Trash PickuP • recycling service 

• DumPsTer renTals
a1sanitationrecycling.com

15 S. Dakota St.  •  P.O Box 842
Aberdeen, South Dakota 57401

Phone: 605-225-8432

Spencer AvionicS, inc.

  FAA Repair Station #KU2R965K
(712)262-2364 | avionicsinspencer@gmail.com

Spencer, IA

605-920-9999 
www.DakotaShuttle.com
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South Dakota CAP holds Aerospace Education Day at 
Philip Airport

Twenty Civil Air Patrol (CAP) members attended 
a Aerospace Education Day at the Philip, SD, Airport. 
Attendees came from Rapid City, Spearfish, Custer, 
Philip, Pierre and Sioux Falls. 

Aerospace Education is one of three primary program 
areas of CAP, along with operational missions for local, 

state, tribal and federal 
agencies, as well as its 
youth program, known 
at the Cadet Program.

Maj. Tim Modde, 
director of Aerospace Education for South Dakota Wing expressed 
appreciation to the City of Philip for allowing this annual event at the 
airport for the last several years. 

“The ability to conduct all the day’s events on the airport grounds 
increases the number of activities our cadets can participate in during 
the limited time we have together,” Modde said. “It’s truly a unique 
opportunity, one that would not be possible at larger airports around 
the state.” 

Two CAP aircraft, 
piloted by Lt. Col. 
Buck Deweese and Lt. 
Col. Myra Christensen, 
flew in from Spearfish 
and Pierre, respec-
tively, and provided 
nine orientation flights 
for cadets. Each CAP 

cadet is eligible to have five orientation rides, including 
an increasing level of cadet participation in cockpit duties. 
In addition to aircraft flights, cadets engaged in activities 
involving Unmanned Aircraft Systems (drones), operation of model aircraft, construction of multi-stage 
model rockets (although dry conditions prevented launching), and experimentation with the new wind 
tunnel and wing tester of South Dakota Wing, CAP. Certified UAS CAP pilots, Col. Mike Beason and Capt. 

Donny Weiand, demonstrated the capabilities of drones in 
Search and Rescue Operations. South Dakota Wing was the 
first CAP state organization in the nation to use unmanned 
aircraft in an actual Search and Rescue Operation. 

The event, usually held over the weekend, was reduced 
to a single day to lower the risk of possible COVID-19 
exposure. Condensing events to a single day provided 
the cadets the opportunity to inundate themselves in avi-
ation-related activities, while building a camaraderie with 
cadets from other CAP squadrons.

AUGUST
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605-342-2379  jscullconstruction.com
P.O. Box 7636 • Rapid City, SD 57709

1985-2019 * 33 years

47086 271st St. • Sioux Falls, SD 57108
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Telephone: 605.665.9522 
www.longspropaneservice.com

LONG’S PROPANE, INC.

2309 W. Omaha St.
Rapid City, SD    605-342-5587

1505 W City Limits Rd
Yankton, SD 57078
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165 E. Hwy. 14, P.O. Box 607
Philip, SD 57567
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                  Contracting, LLC
Proud to Support South Dakota C.A.P.

3416 W. Hovland Ave.
Sioux Falls
339-8834

80 Sherman St., # 1
Deadwood, SD 57732

605-578-2230

“We Care - We Serve”

PO Box 298 • Hartford, SD 57033
605.528.8728

www.traviselectricinc.com

Thank you CAP for all you do!

2704 Fox Run Parkway
Yankton, SD 57078

(605) 665-4406
www.grahamtire.com
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SEPTEMBER

Wing Staff Earns national Awards
South Dakota Wing’s Col. Mary Donley and Lt. Col. Mark Huntington have received awards from 

outgoing CAP national commander Maj. Gen. Mark Smith.
As one of General Smith’s last official actions before leaving 

office last month, he approved a number of awards in recognition of 
outstanding service by members serving on the National Staff, as a part 
of special working groups/projects, and special activities.

Col. Donley received two national Commander’s Commendations, 
one for serving as a staff member for the 2020 National Staff College 
and one for her work on CAP’s Volunteer University online educa-
tional platform.

Lt. Col. Huntington received an Exceptional Service Award for his work on CAP’s National Health 
Services/COVID working group.

The awards were announced to region and wing commanders by Susie Parker, National Headquarters 
director of personnel and member actions. Award elements have been sent to the individual members.

Television Personalities Fly with CAP
KELOLAND Living's Ashley Thompson and Brittany Kaye took flight in a CAP Cessna 182 with Lt. 

Col. Justin Johnson on Wednesday, September 22, 2021. KELO Television, a CBS network affiliate, has 
four transmitters across South Dakota and covers most of the population of the state. The TV personalities 
talked about their flight and about South Dakota Wing on their afternoon broadcast.

Lincoln County Composite Squadron received a grant from Avera Tradition of Caring for advertising 
on KELOLAND TV in 2020. The media flight arrangements were made due to the grant. 
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Lake Park
Campground & Cottages

lakeparkcampground.com  Reserve today!
605-341-5320

                                  Supporting
                                 Civil Air Patrol!

                                  RAPID CITY
                              2850 Chapel Lane

B & B Auto 
Repair

 605.352.9325
    1159 Dakota
        Ave. N.
       Huron

No joB too Small 
605-360-7151 

www.honeydohandymansd.com

  West River
   Electric, Inc.

Our management and staff
are proud to salute and support 

the Civil Air Patrol!
393-1500 • 279-2135

Rapid City & Wall, South Dakota

Butte County 
Commissioners, Sheriff Fred Lamphere 
& Staff & Dispatch proudly support the 

lifesaving efforts of Civil Air Patrol.

117 5th Ave.
Belle Fourche, SD 

57717
605-892-4485

  Black Hills
Animal Hospital
Dr. Twitero, Dr. Mez, and Staff are proud 

to salute and support the men, women, and 
young cadets of the South Dakota Civil Air

Patrol… Thanks and keep up the good work!
2909 Cambell St., Rapid City • 343-6066

Magnum Enterprises, LLC
                 P.O. Box 3861

              Rapid City, SD 57709
              605-719-9488

         www.rubberbandguns.com

WE SUPPORT THE CIVIL AIR PATROL!
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trucking
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South Dakota

Civil Air Patrol!
Phone: (605) 351-6538

8420 Blackbird Ct.
Rapid City

www.imp-co.com
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the Civil Air Patrol!

PO Box 324 • Armour, SD 57313
605-724-2468 

605-770-3648 Cell
kevins.seed@plantpioneer.com

Kevin’s 
Seed

Kyle is proud to be part of the search & rescue 
efforts of the CAP! Keep up the good job!

P.O. Box 14 
Harrold, SD 57536

Kinkler
Farms, Inc.

 19505 U.S. Hwy. 83
 Onida, SD  
 605-264-5337

Mandan Regional Airport
- Lawler Field

P.O. Box 250, Mandan, ND 58554
We proudly support the lifesaving efforts of our Civil Air Patrol.  Their 

dedication to the ongoing mission of providing air search for down and 
missing aircraft is especially appreciated.  Thanks and good luck!

701-663-0669

702 S. Main St. • Aberdeen, SD 57401

jsains.com
800.658.3653  

Your Local 
Independent 

Insurance 
Agency

Burke Body Shop
P.O. Box 328 • Burke, SD 57523

phone: (605) 775-2821
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S.D. Wing Assists nORAD Wind Farm 
Radar Impact Study

South Dakota Wing conducted nine flights Aug. 30-Sept. 1 in support of the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command’s 2021 Field Test and Evaluation radar coverage study in proximity to 
wind turbines.

CAP’s flights allowed NORAD to assess whether wind turbine interference limited radar coverage of 
small aircraft.

The South Dakota Wing aircrews conducted multiple flight patterns at varying altitudes in the vicinity 
of wind farms in South Dakota and Minnesota supporting NORAD’s Homeland Defense mission.

“Civil Air Patrol plays a vital role in all of our mission sets, from training our alert aircraft to natural 
disaster recovery assistance; they are a valued member of the Continental U.S. NORAD Region-1st Air 
Force (Air Forces Northern) team,” said Brig. Gen. William Betts, vice commander, 1st Air Force, Air 
Forces Northern. “With their [South Dakota Wing’s] assistance, NORAD was able to complete field 
testing ahead of schedule by one week.”

The wing performed a radar coverage study in proximity to wind turbine farms for NORAD at the 
request of CAP’s National Operations Center at Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama.

“We came up with a plan to fly approximately 100 hours in support of the NORAD mission,” said 
Lt. Col. Craig Goodrich, incident commander for the mission and South Dakota Wing vice commander. 
“We’re glad we could be of service supporting NORAD.”

“We are a go-to resource for local, state, tribal and federal agencies needing aircraft, ground teams 
and small search drone operational support,” said Lt. Col. Jeremy Langrock, South Dakota Wing director 
of operations. “We’re trained in air-to-ground visual searching, airborne damage assessment photography 
and ground operations.”

SEPTEMBER



30 30

Totally
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500 S. Main Ave., Sioux Falls
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TJN Enterprises, Inc.
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605-361-9631

Sioux Falls, SD • 24 Hour Service 
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Spearfish, SD 57785  
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McLaughlin, SD 57642

823-4892

 J D  CONCRETE PRODUCTS
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P.O. Box 955, Mitchell, SD 57301
Proud supporters of the C.A.P.!
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Rapid City Christian High 
School visited South Dakota 
Wing Headquarters on October 
27. It was the school's Enrichment 
Day and students visited Rapid 
City Regional Airport, where the 
Civil Air Patrol state headquarters 
office is located.

Maj. John Spangler briefed the 
students about the opportunities 
that CAP has to offer in its youth 
program, called the CAP Cadet 
Program. He also gave them an 
eye-opening demonstration of the 
wing's Aerospace Education wing 
tunnel. Lt. Col. Loyd Tracey also 
talked with them about member-
ship and career opportunities. 

Several  took information 
about CAP membership and said 
they would consider getting more information about joining.

OCTOBER

Maj. John Spangler briefs students from Rapid City Christian High School 
about the opportunities that CAP has to offer in its youth program, called 
the CAP Cadet Program.

College Class Learns from 
SD Wing Wind Tunnel

Maj. John Spangler demonstrated the SDWG 
Wind Tunnel to a class at the South Dakota School 
of Technology on October 8. The class was EE457, 
Avionics Systems. Spangler is assistant director of 
Aerospace Education for the wing.

The School of Mines public relations office 
attended the presentation and highlighted his presen-
tation on their website. (Photo by School of Mines 
and used with permission).

Within a few days, the post had reached over 
10,000 people across the various School of Mines 
social media platforms, according to Mike Ray, 
SDSM&T communications manager. The national CAP social media accounts also shared it on their 
platforms which boosted the reach nationwide.

High School Visits SDWG HQ
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Dave Schnekel 
proudly supports the 

volunteers of the South 
Dakota Civil Air Patrol...

605-717-8771
810 N. Main St.

SPEARFISH
SD 57783

Adee Honey Farms
        We are proud to support the
               C.A.P. & Cadets!
517 Jay St.  •  Bruce
  605-627-5621

Bear Creek 
Flying Service

Proudly Salutes C.A.P.
8550 Hwy 1, Oakes, ND • 701-742-3145

Custom Concrete Cutting 
Residential • CommeRCial • industRial

7754 Norman Ave.
Black Hawk, SD 57718    

605-721-6600

103 S. Sunset Dr. • Mina, SD 57451
(605) 262-2121 

www.thewakesidemina.com

Ellwein Brothers, Inc.
We are proud to salute & support

the volunteers of the Civil Air Patrol!
605-352-2620

655 18th St., S.W., Huron

• Bonded & Insured 
• Repairs & Upgrades 

• Professional and Reliable 
• Complete Electrical Services 

• Residential - Commercial - Industrial

SoesbeContracting@gmail.com
605-431-2445

Soesbe 
            Contracting

www.watertownsd.us
128 N. Maple 

Watertown, SD 57201
Phone: 

(605) 882-6210

122 west main st. 
elk point, sd 57025

local phone: 
605.356.3395

toll free: 
888.356.3395 

www.unioncounty.coop

701-852-4092 minotaerocenter.com

2216 N. Broadway, Minot, ND

Harding & Perkins
Farm mutual insurance co.

Serving the area for over 100 years!

Prairie City       (605) 866-4844

Fitch Farm & Cattle
Since 1873   Hudson, SD

Electric Power & Service • Electric Wiring • Heating & A/C 
Installation & Service • Major Appliance Repair & Sales

Lifetime Warranty Electric Water Heaters
Electric Fireplaces & Grills

605-996-7516
1-800-477-2892
www.centralec.coop

32 E. Hwy. 12 • Waubay, SD 57273
947-4460
Supporting C.A.P.!

Jorgenson
Meat Store

605-352-5719   fax: 605-554-0128
1507 Dakota Ave. S. • Huron, SD 57350

800-950-6358 or 605-285-6358 
www.mitzelcropinsurance.com

“Your field hours are our office hours!!!”

Specializing in Crop Insurance 
Crop Hail • MPCI

4014 S. 4th Ave., Bowdle

2416 6TH AVE. SE • Aberdeen, SD
605-725-4437     Proud to support CAP!

155 W. 1st St. • Dimock, SD  www.dimockdairy.com

       605-928-3833

Huron Police Department
& Staff support the C.A.P. in 

their lifesaving missions...for we 
too, are dedicated to saving lives.
353-8550   239 Wisconsin Ave., S.W., Huron

 ONE STOP
105 W. 7th Ave.
REDFIELD •472-1005

We proudly salute our Civil air Patrol!

1775 Dakota Ave. S.
Huron •352-1613

The Nicolaisen’s Farm
proud to support the efforts 

of Civil Air Patrol!

Mount Vernon, SD 

www.dakotacountryinn.com
Free WiFi • Cable TV • Air Conditioned

Chain & Components, Cordage, hoists & pullers, safety produCts,
synthetiC slings, tools, Wire rope

800-888-1612 or 335-0041
704 E. BEnson Rd., sioux Falls 

dakotariggers.com

inlandtruck.com
605.348.4344
800.348.4344

1330 Deadwood Ave.
Rapid City, SD 57702
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CAP Inventory Affirms Stewardship 
of Governmental Assets

South Dakota Wing, Civil Air Patrol, completed its annual inventory of all CAP property in November, 
with no discrepancies. The survey audit is performed each year to ensure that property supplied by federal 
and state funds is accounted for and managed wisely.

“Civil Air Patrol holds in trust property received or funded from governmental and private sources 
and it must be accounted for and used properly,” said Col. Nick Gengler, CAP’s South Dakota Wing 
commander at the time. “Of course, there are many legal restrictions and conditions for its care and use, 
but even more important is CAP’s obligation as public servants to be scrupulous in caring for the property 
and funds provided to us.”

South Dakota Wing manages property funded from federal and state sources valued at over $2.5 mil-
lion to supports its operational missions, youth program and aerospace education program.

At the beginning of each fiscal year, CAP units across the country verify the condition, location and 
requirement for retention of all property, tracked in CAP’s national Operational Resource Management 
System database. Inventories are complete when all individual items have been revalidated and the condi-
tions and locations of all items have been verified. Any lost, damaged, destroyed or misappropriated items 
must be investigated via a formal process prescribed in CAP regulations. In South Dakota Wing, however, 
no missing or damaged property was identified, making this year’s inventory 100% successful.

“In every CAP unit across the state, members double checked their inventory records to ensure that 
nothing is missing and that all equipment is in serviceable condition,” said Maj. Jonathan Owen, director 
of logistics for South Dakota Wing. “The survey audit includes our aircraft and vehicles, of course, but 
also a wide range of other communications gear, supplies and equipment assigned to the wing or pur-
chased with governmental funds.”

NOVEMBER

Capt. Jon Becker (l) and Lt. Col. Myra Christensen 
of CAP’s Pierre Composite Squadron check serial 
numbers to confirm property in the squadron’s 
possession.

Capt. Tyler Gross (l) and SM Malissa Lindell of CAP’s 
Big Sioux Composite Squadron enter confirmed 
property data in CAP’s national inventory database.
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H & L Super Valu
Call: (605) 375-3525

P.O. Box 67 • Buffalo, SD 57720

Proud to 
support 
Civil Air 
Patrol!

Potter County
Land & Abstract

109 N. Exene St., Gettysburg
605-765-2858      Keep up the great work!

250 Main St. • Deadwood, SD

Dave’s Marine, Inc.

420 E. Highway 12                Webster
605-345-6789

PumP ‘n Pak
629 Stanford St. • Vermillion, SD 57069

Proud to support CAP!   605-624-8050

Gillette Fence ManuFacturinG 
416 Industrial St.

Belle Fourche, South Dakota 57717
Proud to support C.A.P.!       (605) 892-3562

QUEEN CITY VFW POST 5860
 605-642-3266 

P.O. Box 135
Spearfish, SD 57783

Mobile Home Brokers LLC
“Where Buyers & Sellers Meet”
550 n. 5th street • rapid City, sd
www.mobilehomephotos.com       605-391-4700

Bill Stempter 
is proud to support our fine 

Civil Air Patrol!

Midwest Concrete & Redi Mix
            (605) 946-5286

P.O. Box 11, Railway St., Corsica, SD 57328

Myers Flying Service
gary L.myers  605-870-1340

17365 holabird grade, onida

Dewey County Sheriff
Dan Assman and Staff
are proudly supporting the South Dakota C.A.P.,

For we too are dedicated to saving lives!
702 C Street, Timber Lake  865-3330

605-374-3848
107 Main Ave. 

Lemmon   
www.wheelerjewelry.com

www.harmsoil.net  605-225-4441 
411 10th Ave., S.W., Aberdeen

Luce Funeral Home
 We support the C.A.P.!  765-9637
502 E. Commercial, Gettysburg

Dutenhoffer Construction 
915th Ave N.E. • Aberdeen, SD 57401

605-225-3039  /  605-225-2450 
www.dutenhofferconstruc tion.com

LodgepoLe Store
propane & Well Service

564-2173           Lodgepole

Ronald l. Hins
is proud to salute the C.A.P.
in their lifesaving missions.

1212 n. main st. • Box 341 
webster, sd 57274

(605) 345-3379
www.lakeregion.coop

23 S. Dakota St. 
Aberdeen, SD

605-229-4582

625 N. Main St. •  Eagle Butte, SD 57625

605-964-2600 
www.crstta.com

Winner Bakery 
       237 S. Main St., Winner, SD 57580

 (605) 842-2472

Evanson-Jensen Funeral Home
We proudly support the SD Civil Air Patrol

Lemmon  •  374-3805
www.evansonjensenfuneralhome.com

Paul Huffman
- Owner -

Our Staff Proudly
Salutes the C.A.P.!

www.lemmonlivestock.com
P.O. Box 477, Lemmon, SD 57638

11363 US Hwy. 212 • Belle Fourche, SD  •    605-892-2230

PO Box 131 
Onida, SD
terry & peggy barber 
(605) 258-2743

TRIPLE L SILo REPAIR PLuS, LLC

24250 150th St. Wilmont, MN • 507-283-2696

Belle Fourche, South Dakota

Hauck Electrical Wiring & 
Controls, Inc.

1225 E. St. Patrick St., Ste. E
Rapid City  605-341-4152

Computer Repair With Therapy  

Bridgewater Cafe
300 N. Main • Bridgewater, SD 

605-729-2471
824 E. 50th St. N.

Sioux Falls
335-3452

Don Johnson ConstruCtion
8600 E. 38th St., Sioux Falls, SD 57110

Phone: (605) 359-6570
www.warnechemical.com

605.342.7644
Salutes CAP!

2680 commerce rd., rapid city

OIL & TIRE COMPANY

332-3352
Salutes CAP

3813 N. National Ave., Sioux Falls

Keep up the good work, CAP!
 116 W. Center St.  

Madison, SD 57042
Phone: 

(605) 256-7531

1210 Creek Dr
Rapid City, SD 57703

TRUST THE 
PROS

341-7767 
(PROS)
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Marek Assumes Command of South Dakota Wing, CAP
Civi l  Air  Pat rol  Nor th  Centra l  Region 

Commander Col. John O’Neill named Michael 
Marek, of Vermillion, as the next state commander 
of Civil Air Patrol (CAP) in South Dakota in late 
2021. Marek succeeded Col. Nick Gengler. A 
change of command ceremony, including Marek’s 
promotion to CAP colonel, was held December 1, 
the 80th anniversary of the founding of CAP.

“I have full confidence that Col. Marek has the 
skills and experience needed to command South 
Dakota Wing,” said O’Neill. “He is the right person 
at the right time.”

"I have worked with Col. Marek for a number 
of years,” said Gengler. “His experience in Public 
Affairs and Communications will continue to lead 
the SD Wing Civil Air Patrol in the right direction 
by both getting our name out and improving our 
radio training and structure. I have no doubt Col. 
Marek will lead with our members admirably. "

Marek joined Civil Air Patrol in 1984 and has 
held a series of progressively more responsible staff 
positions, including many at the wing (state) level, 
as well as region and national CAP staff positions. 

“Thank you to Col. O’Neill for giving me this 
opportunity to give back to South Dakota Wing and 
to Col. Gengler for his outstanding service,” said Marek. “I hope my background and experience, both in 
and outside of CAP, will bring things to the table that benefit the wing.” 

For his work on the national headquarters staff, the commander-select received two highly prestigious 
CAP Distinguished Service Awards, has master ratings in communications and public affairs and served 
as the North Central Region Encampment Commander in 2009 as well as other encampment staff posi-
tions in other years.

In operational missions for the U.S. Air Force, Marek has CAP mission qualifications as high as 
operations section chief and wears senior observer and master ground team leader badges. He was public 
information officer for South Dakota Wing’s December, 2020, COVID vaccine delivery missions, which 
gained national media attention. He has completed eight FEMA/ICS/IS courses and designed nation-
al-level training exercises.

Marek holds an earned doctorate in educational administration, a masters in mass communication 
and a bachelor’s degree in communication. He is an emeritus professor at Wayne State College, Wayne, 
Nebraska. He met his wife, Charlotte, in an online discussion group about Star Trek.

DECEMBER
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Booth ranch 
ridgeview

Proudly supports the
Civil Air Patrol...Great Job!

Timber Lake 
ServiCe

824 Main St. • Timber Lake, SD 57656
(605) 865-3666

Nye Lumber

1621 N. Harrison Ave
Pierre, SD 57501

www.tmastores.com

Patton Companies
  Tree removal & DirT work
1321 E. Havens St. • Mitchell • 996-6374

          Lariat Lanes
               108 N. Garfield Ave. • Pierre, SD

       (605) 224-1020

ZANDER Auto Parts
500 Sioux Ave., Pierre
224.9221  Supporting CAP!

LDL Cattle Co.
36168 138th st., ipswiCh

605-426-6803

Pierpont Service & Supply
325-3300  •  Supporting the C.A.P.!
210 W Main St., Pierpont

Pheasant Bar
218 S. Main St., Winner     

842-9923
31460 

uS hwy. 18 
Winner

SD 57580

(605)
842-
1117

www.welterfuneralhome.com 
267 3rd. St. SE

Huron, SD 57350
605-352-6721

Landmark  ReAlTY & DevelOPmeNT
1130 N. Main, Suite 4

642-4540                Spearfish
Specker Enterprises

2500 E. Capitol Ave.
Pierre     224-7771

Peterson Concrete & Masonry
1960 E. Havens St. • Mitchell, SD 57301

(605) 770-1701

                                                    (605)
865-3511

405 9th st., timber lake  •  good work C.a.p.!

HUB CITY MACHINE WORKS
605-225-0722

220 1st Ave., S.W. Aberdeen

310 Sorenson Dr., Chamberlain

234-4214
BAUS REPAIR

P.O. Box 95 • Veblen, SD 57270
Proud to support C.A.P.!   (605) 738-2215

www.dakotaprairiebank.com 

Toll Free: 1-877-200-0079
Box 790 

Ft. Pierre, SD 57532
605-223-2337

Prairie Tool Co.
225-4028

723 Commerce St., Aberdeen

Primrose retirement Communities
salutes the volunteers of Civil Air Patrol!

226-3464    Aberdeen
Charles Mix County Sheriff 

Randy Thaler and Staff
wish to thank C.A.P., great job!
487-7625 • Lake Andres

Boomers Outback.com
605.345.3323

300 W. Hwy. 12, Webster
We are proud to salute & support the CAP!

12 2nd Ave. SW, Ste. 204 • Aberdeen, SD 57401
www.dakotaplainscommercial.com

605-225-1800 

701 Auto Plaza Dr. • Aberdeen, SD 57401

605-225-3720 
www.piersonford.com

Siebrecht Agency, Inc.
605-725-7000

1205 6th Ave. S.W., # 3, Aberdeen

Beverages Co
5305 E. Hwy. 12 • Aberdeen SD 57401

Phone: 605-225-0700

Wenzel Insurance
120 W. Main St.

P.O. Box 690 
Parkston, SD 57366

Telephone: 
605-928-3063
800-762-1239

330 oak tree lane, Ste. B
Dakota Dunes, SD 57049

www.krusefinancial.com 
605-242-3200  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Richard D. Fuller 
Proudly Salutes South Dakota C.A.P.!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

225-1212
Toll Free: 

1-888-378-4394
221 Brown County Hwy., #19, Aberdeen

Dakota Kennels
38711 137th Street, Aberdeen

229-1126

Cool Spot
605-223-9062

201 N. 1st St., Fort Pierre, SD

HEGG Insurance
111 S. Dumont Ave., Woonsocket

605-796-4471

Lemmon Municipal Airport
             701-376-3259

                  202 26th St. S.E., Lemmon
We Support the C.A.P.!

605-225-0577
midwestpump.com

12999 386th Ave., Aberdeen

Air Dakota Flite
701-567-2069
Hettinger, ND

Winkler Chiropractic Clinic
605-225-8288   •   Aberdeen

803 South Main Street

SLUDGE’S
Seed & Spraying, LLC

sludgesseed.com
472-3100

38598 165th St., Ashton

300 E. Prospect St. • Chamberlain, SD 57325

  605-734-5741    

redimixinc.com

Mashek Food Center
100 2nd St. S.E., Highmore

www.mashekfoodcenter.com

(605)
852-2245

42740 244th St • Canova, SD 57321 • (605) 523-2654

Wingen Garage 
& Repair

www.livestockspecialists.com

12 North Dakota St.
 877.200.0655
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The CAP Chain of Command: 
It’s probably not what you think

Col. Michael Marek, Commander, SD Wing

Many people misunderstand what it means to be commander in a military-style organization, like 
Civil Air Patrol. It’s not the Hollywood version of the commander makes all the decisions and when the 
commander says “Jump” everybody else says “how high.”

Particularly in CAP, the chain of command is not supposed to be a “top down” structure. The commander 
should rarely give an order or make a decision without solid advice from appropriate members of the staff 
and other stakeholders. Civil Air Patrol, when it works best, uses a staff-driven decision-making structure. 

In this structure, staff members are the “subject matter experts” whereas the commander is, by defi-
nition, a generalist. A generalist has broad understanding of the range of the things that happen in his or 
her command, but likely not the depth of knowledge of the subject matter experts. The commander also 
has responsibilities both up and down the chain of command. In Civil Air Patrol, the wing commander is 
middle-level management.

Certainly, the commander may identify an issue and direct that it needs to be addressed. But the 
commander should not just go ahead and issue an order. Rather, the commander refers the problem to the 
appropriate subject matter experts on the staff to review it and consider how to address it. Given one or 
more potential solutions recommended by the staff, the commander reviews the recommendations in light 
of the broader scope in which the commander works, taking into account those responsibilities both up 
and down the chain of command.

But even more often, it may be the staff members who first identify an issue within the scope of their 
responsibility, based on their experience, and bring it to the attention of the commander. Again, the com-
mander reviews and validates the recommendations and makes the final call on how to proceed.

Part of the “staffing” of an issue means coordination across CAP directorates. Initially, all relevant 
staff members are kept informed, a process known as “situational awareness.” As the staff member with 
the primary responsibility for “staffing” the issue, develop proposed solutions, all of the other relevant 
directorates have the opportunity to comment from their own perspective, before final recommendations 
go to the commander.
Two Lines of Authority

It took me a long time to understand that CAP, and all military units, actually have two lines of author-
ity that they function within.

The program management line is not really about command decisions, but rather about how things get 
done in compliance with regulations and other policy. In Public Affairs, but example, the South Dakota 
Wing Public Affairs program is overseen by the North Central Region PAO, who interactively mentors, 
gives advice, and sometimes directs how something needs to be done. The NCR PAO is overseen by 
CAPNHQ/PA (MAC), which also interactively mentors, gives advice, and sometimes directs how some-
thing needs to be done. CAPNHQ/MAC serves as leadership staff for the national commander.

The CAP regulations in each directorate give the basic requirements about what needs to be done, but 
the program management chain interprets the requirements and determines how to accomplish them, as a 
practical matter.

The second chain of command is the operational mission structure. AFRCC, or another agency, 
informs CAP’s National Operations Center (NOC) about a needed mission and the NOC alerts the 
appropriate wing. But the NOC does not simply call the commander. The NOC calls names on the wing’s 
alert roster. Whoever takes the call is responsible for referring it to an Incident Commander. The IC then 
organizes a mission staff and alerts aircrews and ground teams.

The key factor here, that some do not understand, is that each of the IC’s staff members functions as 

DECEMBER
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5 MiLES SoutH oF DEADwooD
ADjACEnt to tHE trAiL SyStEM 

PEt-FriEnDLy
800-245-7335

www.colecabins.com

       Heads West
 722 Mt. Rushmore Rd., Custer, SD

              Proud to support CAP!   (605) 673-2642

WIRTJES  Repair & Auto Sales            

605.582.6936
324 Main Ave.  • Brandon, SD

                           www.koprenautos.com
         (605) 718-2277

222 N. Cambell St., Rapid City

James Eisenmenger
appreciates the valuable contribution to our

 aviation community by the members of C.A.P.!

Green’s Moving & Storage
1115 E. New York St., Rapid City
342-7060  Proudly supporting CAP!

348-3600
2310 Commerce Rd.

Rapid City

  A & M
Warehouse & Self Storage
47079 98th St.      Sioux Falls

368-2813

Rapid Refrigeration, LLC
    605-341-2431

    111 Poplar Ave. • Rapid City

855-323-6342 • bannerassociates.com

Saluting CAP!

Osheim-schmidt Funeral hOme
2700 Jackson Blvd.

Rapid City        343-0077

Dakota chImney & restoratIon
Proud to support C.A.P.!

2640 Emerald Ct. • Spearfish, SD
(605) 642-7860

605-342-5911

West River Welding & Machine
Kevin, Karl & Staff are proud to salute & 
support the SD Civil Air Patrol...Great Job!

605.341.7089  3110 Haines Ave. • Rapid City

342-3423
720 E. Omaha St., Rapid City

FIRST NATIONAl BANK
IN PHIlIP

www.fnbphilip.com

P.O. Box 910
Philip, SD 57567
(605) 859-2525

P.O. Box 187
Faith, SD 57626
(605) 967-2191

426 omaha st., Rapid City

(605) 342-6172

SKEETER’S
Authorized Weatherby Dealer since 1962

21569 448th Ave., Oldham         (605) 482-8510
www.skeetersweatherby.com

nuemiller Truck & Auto Body
3030 E. Hwy. 44, Rapid City

342-0537

1801 23rd Ave. North • PO Box 5591
Fargo, ND 58105

(701) 235-2041   Toll Free: (877) 301-2041 
www.northstaraviationins.com

Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor Warren Labammer
Proudly supporting CAP!

17 Indiana St., Rapid City    342-9234

Hamlin County Sheriff
Chad Schlotterbeck proudly salutes C.A.P.!
Hayti                     783-3232

Comfort Air Heating & AC
605-390-8805

2534 Emerson Lane, Rapid City

coylES StAnDArD SErvicES
115 E. US Hwy. 14 • Philip,  SD 57567 

(605) 859-9087

2015 Cambell St.
Rapid City, SD
605-342-8326 
342team.com

Dougherty & Company, LLC
110 S. Phillips Ave., Sioux Falls

(605) 339-9800

John Koskan, 
proudly supports the men and 
women of Civil Air Patrol! 

2843 Samco Rd. 
Unit U

Rapid City
605-716-9079

605-348-1219
502 Herman St., Rapid City, SD 57701

Kenny
’sBODY SHOP

Joe’s Place
4302 Pendleton Drive • Rapid City

605-394-7716

2212 E. 39th St. North  •  Sioux Falls
americanelectricconstruction.com

        ELECTRIC CONST., INC.
Since 1979       605-336-8310

Triangle Properties LLP 
712 E. 20th St. # 400

Sioux Falls, SD  • 605-331-6049
605

-33
1-6

049

Dakota Stone Co.
Serving the area with pride and integrity.

Highway 16 - 385
Hill City             605-574-2760

605-343-2390

1730 Samco Rd., Rapid City
J V BAILEY CO., INC.

Driveline Service, Inc.
601 N. Western, Sioux Falls

(605) 335-6143

HEARING AID CENTER

605.343.9262

617 Mountain View Rd.

Rapid City

Servall Uniform & Linen Supply
We are proud to support the fine efforts
of the Civil Air Patrol!   605-343-0680

Miller Funeral Home
507 S. Main Ave.

Sioux Falls
336-2640

            Re/Max Results
 Email: Karen@karensoderquist.com

1240 Jackson Blvd., Rapid City
605-341-4300 
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directed by training from their program management structure, as well as from the specific CAP training 
task guides for their operational position. 

A Finance/Admin Section Chief cannot violate CAP’s finance regulations, as interpreted and directed 
through program management channels. The FASC task guides are on top of CAP’s program management 
structure.

CAP’s radio communications regulations have many rules about frequency and channel use, as well 
as radio operating procedures. The IC cannot overrule these regulatory requirements, just because it is an 
operational mission. We call it “emergency services,” but doing what we train to do is not an emergency 
that justifies breaking the rules. 

So, just as AFRCC or some other local, state, tribal or national agency, is the “customer” for our oper-
ational mission, the IC is the “customer” for the rest of the mission personnel. The IC sets the objectives 
and requirements and the staff and tactical forces meet those objectives, within the scope of their program 
management and operational training.

But you might say, “but the wing commander is THE COMMANDER. How can the commander not 
be the boss?”

The wing commander does oversee operations and mission readiness. Although the position of the 
wing commander is not within the direct line of authority in a given mission, the commander oversees it 
by virtue of authorizing members to train and become qualified as IC and other mission positions. 

Of course, the commander will likely have mission qualifications and may be among the mission 
personnel, particularly on a big mission, but that is a different role, wearing a different “hat” than wing 
commander duties. 

I first heard this explanation of the dual likes of authority from a North Central Liaison Region 
commander at the NCR conference several years ago. I have never seen it addressed in CAP regulations 
or training. But the fact remains that a staff-driven command structure and dual lines of authority is how 
military organizations, including CAP, are supposed to work.

DECEMBER

South Dakota Wing Mourns Col. David Small Jr.
Former South Dakota Wing Commander Col. David Small Jr., of 

Piedmont, died December 2 after hospitalization in Utah.  
"Our program flourished under his leadership and enthusiasm," said 

CAP Lt. Col. Rodney "BUCK" DeWeese, commander of Lookout 
Mountain Composite Squadron, Spearfish. "I have never seen such 
patience and mentoring skills with all the cadets and Seniors.  He 
was an icon in CAP and life in general." 

Small served as South Dakota Wing Commander from June 
2016 to May 2020.  He had previously served as wing chief of 
staff, Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron commander, and 
multiple other wing and squadron staff positions. He held CAP's 
highest professional development award, the Gill Robb Wilson 
Award, and was an incident commander for CAP's operational 
missions.

He and his family had been in Utah for a Thanksgiving gather-
ing. They held a private service there, and Small's body was cremated 
according to his wishes.

"CAP is planning to honor David in a way that will keep his memory 
alive," said Col. Michael Marek, South Dakota Wing commander. 
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Precision Soil
MANAGEMENT

Redfield, South Dakota
Jim Millar

and
Francis Schaffer
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History of the B-1 Bomber
By Lt. Col. Craig Goodrich, South Dakota Wing Chief of Staff

I’ve been able to correspond a little bit with a sharp 91-year-old gentleman, Jim Nelson about 
the history of the B-1 “Bone”, also known as the Lancer. I’m writing this article to share a bit 

of the history of the B-1 with you. Enjoy. 

Jim was Deputy for Propulsion at the Engine Systems Program Office (SPO) from '80 thru '84. At 
that time, the SPO was in AF Systems Command, Aeronautical Systems Division (at Wright-Patterson) 
and he worked directly with the B-1 and its engine development. He ran the Propulsion SPO, just as 
President Reagan began the DOD recovery, and was responsible for the engines for the B-1, F-15, F-16, 
KC-135 upgrade, C-5 upgrade, B-2 (then a black program), TF-34, Component Improvement Program 
(all engines), etc. 

He worked under a $15 billion contract in '83/'84 that they called "The Great Engine War". It was 
formally known as the "Fighter Engine Competition” (FEC) which was a competition between the Pratt 
and Whitney (PW) F100 and the General Electric (GE) F101. The F100 was the engine for both F-15 and 
F-16 and had what he called, “major ‘ility problems” (maintainability, reliability, safety, etc.).

When he took over the program, the F100 was becoming so expensive, it was affecting the USAF’s 
ability to support all fielded engines. When he was hired, his boss told him he wanted a competitor and 
wanted a program to back up the fighter engines. They ran the FEC with Pratt providing the F100-220 
with Digital engine controls and many other improvements they had under test, and the competitor F110 
from GE, which included the F101 core (high pressure compressor, burner, high-pressure turbine) and a 
redesigned, fan, fan turbine, augmenter, and nozzle group that fit the F-15 and F-16 aircraft. They had 
a common engine bay, so either aircraft could accept either engine. The result was two new very good 
engines which have powered F-16 first, then F-15. 

After he retired in July '84, GE called him and recollected that his SPO evaluation had dinged them on 
their quality program. It was a good program; they just weren't following it consistently...they said they 
now agreed and asked if he would consider coming to GE to run their quality program. So, he worked 
with the ASD Legal Office and structured a program where he ran the GE quality program for 10 years. 
He instituted GE's Continuing Improvement Program to establish quality as number one priority. It took 4 
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years, but they got their USAF quality rating moved from unacceptable to all green, and it applied to all 
programs at GE Aircraft Engines, both military and commercial. 

Many operators don’t realize that the F101 provided the baseline technology that let GE design the 
F110. Both are very successful military engines that have served us well over a long period. For you 
F101/B-1 fliers you might also know that the B-2 engine, and the current U-2 engines are un-augmented 
versions derived from the F101...they have different fans/fan turbines and FADECS (Full Authority 
Digital Engine Control System).

The resurrection and completion of the B-1 development program under President Reagan was a 
unique program where they were able to sell Congress on a major multi-year acquisition program. Before 
that, although there was a lot of talk about multiyear programs in that time period, very few came to 
fruition because if Congress approved/appropriated for a multi-year, they lost the ability to play around 
with the funding year to year. He helped GE complete the buildout in 4 years, and delivered 120 engines 
per year for the four years. 

The USAF got those engines for about $1.2 million each. We also got the F100's and F110's for the 
F-16/F-15 for about $2.2million each as a result of the Fighter Engine Competition. Compare that with 
now. The USAF is trying to bring down the acquisition cost of F-35 engines to 10's of millions each. 
According to an article on medium.com, a single Air Force F-35A costs a whopping $148 million, one 
Marine Corps F-35B costs an unbelievable $251 million and a lone Navy F-35C costs a mind-boggling 
$337 million. The engine cost for the PW F135 engine that powers the F-35 in 2013 dollars was about $29 
million apiece. But that engine has seen several problems, and the military is looking for better solutions, 
so who knows how much each engine will eventually cost.

The current competition that is set up to acquire new F-15's is under the contract they structured in 
1983-4, and they are still requiring both Pratt and GE to sharpen their pencils to provide those engines at 
competitive costs today!!! I'll be interested to see what USAF gets 'em for!!!

Thanks to Jim Nelson for all the history and the majority of the narrative for this article.
Craig Goodrich
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