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 SIOUX FALLS AIR SHOW: The “Power on the Prairie” Air Show was the weekend on 23/24 July at Joe 

Foss Field in Sioux Falls. The event was hosted by the South Dakota Air National Guard celebrating their 70
th

 

Anniversary. More than 70 aircraft were on display and several aircraft took to the skies to entertain the 120,000 

attendees. This was, however, more than just an Air Show, it was also an open house for Sioux Falls’ Joe Foss 

Squadron of the Commemorative Air Force and SDWG was there in force celebrating our 75
th

 Anniversary. An 

event like this requires enormous effort. Over 50 SDWG members from across the state provided support to the 

Air Show and in so doing showcased SDWG and CAP in a most positive light. Special thanks to Lt. Col. Gary 

Rae and Maj. Todd Epp who were key to organizing SDWG’s participation. We got high praise from the Air 

Guard for helping make the 2016 Air Show a huge success. Over 700 photos of the event are in an album on the 

SDWG Flickr page at: https://www.flickr.com/photos/102270464@N02/albums/72157670533059812.  
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 JOINT DAKOTA ENCAMPMENT: The 2016 Joint Dakota Cadet Leadership 

Encampment (JDCLE) was held 25 June to 2 July at Camp Grafton, the North Dakota 

Army National Guard installation near Devils Lake. The annual encampment alternates 

between Camp Grafton in even numbered years and Camp Rapid, SD in odd numbered 

years. Some 50 personnel from five Wings (Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, North 

Dakota and South Dakota) attended this year. The encampment’s theme was “Cadet 

Leadership”.  Under the supervision of the Encampment Commander and his staff, the 

cadet staff, from Cadet Commander down to the Flight Sergeants and supernumeraries, 

planned and conducted the encampment; cadets led and taught cadets. Some of the activities at the encampment 

included military customs and courtesies, drill and ceremonies, physical fitness, small arms marksmanship, field 

first aid, obstacle and leadership confidence courses, and training on the techniques of leadership. Attendance at 

an encampment qualifies cadets to participate in advanced summer opportunities such as flight academies. 

General encampment attendees have the opportunity to return, next time as cadet staff/instructors. 

 

C/A1C Ethan Updike of the Crazy Horse Composite Squadron in Spearfish commented, “On the night that we 

received our certificate of completion I really felt I had accomplished something big! It was a good feeling. I 

felt that I had been tested in ways I never had before. It was a great experience!” 

 

Col. Mary Donley commented, “There is absolutely nothing more rewarding to me as a former cadet, wing 

commander, teacher and mother than to see the changes that take place in a cadet once they have attended an 

encampment.” 

 

The South Dakota Wing expresses it grateful thanks to the Camp Grafton cadre of the North Dakota Army 

National Guard and especially to the mess hall staff for their outstanding culinary support to our personnel. 

 

Nearly 800 photos of the 2016 JDCLE have been uploaded to an album on the SDWG Flickr page. Here is the 

link: https://www.flickr.com/photos/102270464@N02/albums/72157668359584314/with/28126760450/ .  
 

 
FIVE WINGS WERE REPRESENTED AT THE ENCAMPMENT 

 

 
PASS-IN-REVIEW ENCAMPMENT GRADUATION CEREMONY 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/102270464@N02/albums/72157668359584314/with/28126760450/
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 NCSA PARARESCUE: By C/Lt. Blake Hayden - The 7-Day Pararescue Orientation Course (PJOC) at 

Kirtland AFB, New Mexico is a National Cadet Special Activity to introduce participants to the Guardian Angel 

(GA) Weapon System. The GA Weapon System’s primary mission is retrieving individuals in distress, even if 

they are behind enemy lines. The course is taught by six instructors: four Pararescuemen and two Survival, 

Evasion, Resistance, and Escape (SERE) Specialists. Pararescuemen and SERE Specialists are each part of the 

Air Force’s special operations units. While we are not allowed to discuss the details of this course to maintain 

its mystery to cadets who have not yet attended, I can say that it is without a doubt the most difficult thing many 

of us had done. Our instructors were professionals, and it’s needless to say that they were good at what they do. 

From the first moment they marched out and we had our first “meet and greet” until the end of the course, it 

was hardcore and intense. We learned many of lessons on the ground in the middle of being “dropped” which is 

when one of the instructors orders us to “drop”, and we get in the pushup position and begin to “knock ‘em 

out”. The instructors know that the lessons learned in the fire are the ones we are going to remember, and they 

know how to get us in the fire. During PJOC we gained experience and training in land navigation, survival 

techniques, rock climbing, rappelling and other various skills used in rescue operations. The activity promotes 

teamwork, physical fitness and builds character. Although this all may sound extremely challenging and a little 

intimidating, cadets shouldn’t be scared away by the course. Amid the difficulties and trials of the course, we 

were learning lessons that will stick with us forever and ultimately having a lot of fun. One thing I definitely 

brought away from this course is just being able to focus on the 25-meter target and push through when it sucks, 

which may seem like an easy thing to do, but actually being put in the scenario when you do have to push 

through and not think about the future and all the times you are going to get dropped in the days to come really 

shows you what you’re capable of. If you are thinking about military—especially special operations—or just 

looking for a challenge, PJOC is for you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
 

 AERIAL WILDLIFE SURVEYS: SDWG flew 18 aerial surveys of terrestrial wildlife 

over 10 days in July in support of the state Department of Game, Fish & Parks and South 

Dakota State University. GF&P surveys deer, goats, mountain lions, and elk while SDSU 

surveys elk, bobcats and big horn sheep. The result was 44.5 hours flying over western 

South Dakota and the Black Hills and 4.1 hours flying over eastern South Dakota for a total 

of 48.6 flight hours. The CAP pilots were Lt. Col. Gary Hewitt, 14 sorties, and Lt. Col. Buck 

DeWeese, three sorties and Capt. Joe Oye, one sortie.  Depending on whom the sortie supported they were 

accompanied by a representative from SDSU or from Game, Fish & Parks. 

 

 CAP HONORS AOPA, EAA: In honor of our 75
th

 Anniversary, National Commander Maj. Gen. Joe 

Vazquez presented a CAP Congressional Gold Medal to the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) 

and to the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) on 25 July to honor them for their many contributions to 
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CAP’s mission over the years. AOPA President Mark Baker said he was honored to accept the award on behalf 

of the association and that, “Our freedom to fly bonds all of us.” 

 

 CAP ORDERS 19 NEW CESSNAS: The Cessna Aircraft Company announced that CAP has placed an 

order for 19 new aircraft; 17 Cessna-182T “Skylane” and two Turbo HD T206H “Stationair” single-piston 

engine airplanes. The company announced the order on 25 July at the Experimental Aircraft Association’s 

AirVenture Air Show in Oshkosh, WI. The upgraded Cessna Turbo Stationair HD will have more payload, 189 

pounds in additional gross weight and 250 nautical miles 

more range than the older T206H variant. The Cessna-182T 

when outfitted to CAP specifics costs about $500,000 per 

aircraft. The Stationair HD has a base price of $664,350. 

Outfitting the aircraft to CAP’s specifications will push that 

price higher. The overall order is valued at $9.3 million. The 

aircraft will be delivered from its Independence, Kansas 

plant throughout the second half of this year. These aircraft 

will replace older models currently in the CAP fleet. In the 

photo, CAP National Commander Major General Joe 

Vazquez (left) seals the deal with Doug May, Cessna Vice 

President for Piston Aircraft. 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                          WING VICE COMMANDER 

                                              Lt. Col. Buck DeWeese, CAP 

 

 

With the glamour and glitz of the SF Airshow and Blue Angels behind us, we must once again put our noses to 

the grindstone and focus on our mission...Search and Rescue. I know how everyone dreads a trip out West to 

the boring Black Hills (not really), but I'm sure the bikers left some fun behind them. So set your sights on 

Spearfish the weekend of August 20th to help us look for storm damage and missing bikers. Come early and 

stay late. Bivouac will be at KSPF. They have cots and showers. This is a FUNDED SAREX for the entire 

Wing to enjoy. We all look forward to seeing you all. And who knows, you might even learn something. There 

will be a potluck BBQ at David and Sylvia Small's Cabin in the clouds following the SAREX. Burgers and buns 

provided. Bring anything else you want.  

 

 

                               WING DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS 

                                                  Maj. Craig Goodrich, CAP 
 

 

 

 Lt. Col. Chuck Trumble and I just returned from the National Emergency Services Academy where we had the 

opportunity to get introduced to the newest member of the South Dakota CAP Wing fleet of aircraft.  But this 

one doesn’t have a yoke, it has a stick, and it’s a multi-engine aircraft, but not an airplane – it’s a Hexacopter. 

And it’s not a manned aircraft, but it does need a trained pilot, and Lt. Col. Trumble and I are among the first of 

a bunch of pilots that will be flying this vehicle in South Dakota. 

  

STAFF NOTES 
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SDWG was chosen to participate for a test period as CAP rolls out the unmanned aircraft program.  There are 

lots of names for unmanned aircraft. For instance, the most common word used by the public to categorize these 

birds is “Drone”.  The FAA prefers to call them a SUAS – Small Unmanned Aerial System. CAP currently calls 

these things Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV). 

 

“Pixie” is the name we gave our new UAV.  She’s been custom built by Richard Brown, an employee of I
2
R 

(Innovative Imaging and Research), who’s been contracted by CAP NHQ. She’s got one of the newest brains 

available, a Pixhawk Flight Controller, which includes accelerometers and a magnetometer (basically an 

attitude and heading reference system, or AHRS) and navigation computer.  Pixie also has been fitted with a 

First Person Video (FPV) system, Global Positioning System (GPS), and full telemetry system. She’s built on 

the DJI S800 body with KV350 motors. Her normal payload, at least for now, will be a Cannon S260 camera 

that will mostly be taking straight down photos from about 180 feet with a two centimeter resolution. 

  

We learned how to program Pixie’s flight computer and track her flight with a software package called 

“Mission Planner”. Pixie’s take-off and landing will be in manual (stabilized) mode and she will fly the mission 

routing all on autopilot. We took photos with Pixie and learned how to use Agisoft Photoscan to stitch the 

photos together, align them, and create a photo mosaic. Then, we used a program called QGIS to geotag the 

photos, add elevations and 3-D to the scan. The final product, a geo-tiff image mosaic, can be uploaded to a 

number of GIS systems or portals including the FEMA photo portal or added as a layer to Google Earth. 

  

Mr. Brown will ship our Pixie 180DX quad-copter, our controller, our laptop computer, and all the other 

associated gear that comes with this package to us in a week or two. 

   

You probably have some questions… and I have only a few answers.  Here’s ones I might expect you to ask: 

  

1 – Who can fly this UAV?  Anyone in SDWG over 16 years old that wants to do the required training and can 

get with Lt. Col. Trumble or myself to do the training. The training will include taking a two-hour class on the 

FASST website, flying a simulator until proficiency is shown, then flying a small quad copter (DX-180), then 

getting certified by the FAA. 

  

2 – Why over 16 years old? It’s in the FAA Regulation that just recently came out, found in 14 CFR Part 107. 

  

3- What are we going to be doing with this UAV?  For starters, we’re not supposed to use it for actual missions.  

However, we can train with it.  If we have a customer that wants us to take it out, we just need to be sure that 

they know we’re only participating with the UAV for our own training and testing. We will use it to develop 

training techniques, checklists, and a few operational procedures.  We don’t know yet how long it will take to 

set up and fly a mission or exactly how large of a mission area we can cover with our battery life, or what is the 

optimum flight speed, height we should fly, photo overlap, etc. We have the training as a place to start, but will 

need to experiment to determine what we need in order to plan to accommodate various types of missions, types 

of terrain, and amount of wind. We will send these ideas and products to CAP NHQ who will evaluate them and 

use whatever parts of it they want. 

  

4 – There are so many things we could do with a drone besides photography.  When can we use thermal 

imaging, or use it for a radio relay, or strap a direction finder to it, or rig it to carry a first aid kit and bottle of 

water to a survivor, etc?  All of this may come in the future. CAP NHQ is evaluating different infrared cameras 

presently, and we would likely combine both a still camera and an infrared camera. 

  

5 – Is this only for Rushmore Squadron people?  You probably need to be living near Rapid City to get checked 

out to fly the UAV, because we only have one hexacopter and one training quad-copter. Members could 

purchase their own UAV to maintain some proficiency if they can’t be in the Rapid City area very often.  CAP 
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also has some UAV kits for Aerospace Education. Those would be flown under FAR CFR Part 101 – model 

aircraft, and flown only as a hobby. Certification of the pilot is not required, but conformity to the American 

Modeling Association code of conduct is expected. 

  

6 – How long can she fly?  How long are Pixie’s missions? We are currently rigged for one battery operation.  

But, we should be rigged for two batteries very soon.  With two batteries, we should be able to have missions 

about 15 minutes long, or so. In 15 minutes we could fly a straight line for about 5 kilometers in calm wind and 

shoot about 225 overlapping photos.  This is one of the things that we are going to be testing. 

  

7 – What kind of missions would we use her for?  There’s really no limit established yet, but I would foresee 

that this would be an excellent platform for the target detection part of search and rescue, especially for areas 

that ground teams cannot reach due to rugged terrain or in steep canyons,  or swampy terrain etc., and the target 

is too small or vegetation too dense for an airplane to be effective. We could photograph and map a mishap 

wreckage pattern – something the NTSB, FAA, or USAF Safety would appreciate. We could also take photos to 

document damage after a tornado or flood (This was the primary mission when this project was first conceived). 

  

We’ll be learning more as CAP NHQ tells us more and as we develop our procedures.  If you want to start the 

training please get ahold of me (craig.goodrich@sdcap.us, 605-787-8230). 

 

    
                             PIXIE ON HER LAUNCHPAD                                          ANOTHER S-800 HEXACOPTER – SHOWING THE APPROXIMATE SIZE 

  

 

                      ASSISTANT WING HISTORIAN 

                                                      Maj. Bruce Kipp, CAP                              

 

 

 

The logo for the 2016 Joint Dakota Encampment has been added to the “Library of SDWG Logos” category of 

the History section of the Wing website.  

 

 

              WING DIRECTOR OF CADET PROGRAMS 

                                      Lt. Col. Linda Buechler, CAP 

 

 

 

 

mailto:craig.goodrich@sdcap.us
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 Squadron commanders, a reminder that Wing Cadet Programs will pay for two Cadet Sponsor Members 

(CSM) to join your unit for their first year membership fee. The two members may not be from the same family 

such as two parents or a parent and guardian or parent and grandparent. Crazy Horse Composite Squadron has 

its first two new CSM memberships. It's simple - have the new members applying for CSM and the commander 

fill out a senior member application. Remember, this person must either be a guardian, parent, grandparent of a 

cadet who has either joined or is joining your unit. Send the paperwork to Wing HQ. Wing will write the check 

and send check and application to NHQ. Let’s get more Cadet Sponsor Members involved (parents, guardians, 

grandparents, etc.)!  They can help transport cadets to activities, help out at the squadron, teach a course at 

squadron, etc. Questions, contact Lt. Col. Linda Buechler at 605-212-7032 or email at ltclindab@aol.com 

 

 Several activities are in the works.  There will be a National Character Development Day/Weekend held 

at the Rushmore Composite Squadron September 23-25, 2016. Commanders please let me know how many 

senior members and cadets will be attending. Currently we are thinking of bivouacking at the squadron - this 

will be confirmed soon. Captain Mike Johnson will be the key speaker along with other speakers and activities.  

Let's have a great turnout for this event. It is a national yearly event. 

 

 October is Red Ribbon Week. Squadrons should be thinking of an activity during this month. One of the 

activities to consider is if your church has a "Trunk or Treat" activity on Halloween - decorating a trunk in DDR 

theme and handing out red ribbons or information is a great one for getting out the word "NO" to drugs.  It is 

also a way to recruit new members.  If you need information or pamphlets or goggles, etc., for your activity 

please let me know and I will get what you need to you. 

 

 Interest has been expressed for a USAF Academy trip this fall.  Sounds great - let Lt. Col. Linda 

Buechler know if your squadron is interested in this or some other trip like to the SAC museum, etc. What a 

great trip these could be and educational.  Let's put "FUN" back into CAP!!!!!! 

 

 Squadron Commanders – it’s time to think about Training Leaders of Cadets (TLC) which now has three 

components to the program.  Please send me dates which would work for you that we could do a weekend event 

on this. Possibly Col. Donley could do SLS or CLC along with this.  At least two senior members per squadron 

are required to be up-to-date in the TLC program.  I generally have weekends off but work every other Friday.  

 

 Squadrons - let's get DDRX back into the program - only a few squadrons have had cadets go through 

this.  Six lessons done and cadets receive a certificate.  This also counts towards Squadron of Merit at the end of 

the year.  Also consider the AE Excellence program. Let's show NCR we may be small but we are "Mighty" in 

the cadet program!! 

 

 

 

                WING DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 

                               Capt. Jerry Gabert, CAP 

 

 

 

The SD Wing Director of Communications has recently developed three Ground Search and Rescue Team radio 

kits designed for use at REDCAPs, SAREX’s and special events. Two of the kits were recently used 

successfully at the Sioux Falls Air Show. The kits are designed as a ready cache of radio equipment available 

when needed and to make equipment issue easier at planned events. 

 

tel:605-212-7032
mailto:ltclindab@aol.com
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Each kit consists of twelve ICOM inter-squad radios, two E.F. Johnson 5100ES handheld VHF radios (meant 

for team leaders), two E.F. Johnson chargers, four new batteries for the E.F. Johnson handheld radios, two 

speaker/microphones for the E.F. Johnson handheld radios and a supply of AA batteries for the ICOMs. 

 

Two of the radio kits, SD SF 1 and SD SF 2, are currently being stored at the Sioux Falls Composite Squadron 

and the third kit, SD RC 1, is currently being stored at the SD Wing HQ. 

 

        
 
 

 

 
 

CRAZY HORSE COMPOSITE SQUADRON (SD-068, CUSTER) 
(Items and photos submitted by Capt. Bierwirth) 

 

 PUBLIC OUTREACH: The squadron was in public outreach mode this month. Our Color Guard lead 

Custer’s 4th of July Parade. On 22 July, we assisted the American Legion’s Battle Mountain Riders Post with a 

Fish Fry/Bingo night. The bingo proceeds went to purchasing 18 wreaths for Wreaths Across America. On 23 

July, we drove the van and the cadets handed out red ribbons in Custer's Gold Discovery Days Parade.  
 

         
LEFT: COLOR GUARD C/A1C ETHAN UPDIKE, C/SSGT HUNTER RICE, C/TSGT ANTHONY DILLON, C/AMN ROBERT HEWITT.  BACKROW: 

      C/A1C JON LARCHER, C/MSGT THOMAS DILLON  

CENTER: CADET ALEXANDER HEINRICH GOLD DISCOVERY DAY PARADE 

RIGHT: BINGO NIGHT: LT. TIM MODDE, C/TSGT ANTHONY DILLON, C/SSGT HUNTER RICE, C/MSGT THOMAS DILLON  

SQUADRON HIGHLIGHTS 
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 NEW CAP CHAPLAIN: SM Darwin Kopfmann has been notified that his paperwork has been processed 

by the United Methodist Endorsement Agency so he should soon be a Chaplain for CAP. 

 

 OSHKOSH B’GOSH: Lt. Tim Modde, Maj. Richard Getting and SM Diane Geeting attended the 

Oshkosh Air Show. 

 

LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN COMPOSITE SQUADRON (SD-063, SPEARFISH) 

(Item submitted by Col. Small, photo by Maj. West) 

 

 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY: C/Lt Jared Doyle celebrated his 17th birthday at the Sioux 

Falls Air Show on 24 July. His birthday was honored in the CAP tent with a big football-

shaped birthday cookie (a cake would have melted in the heat) and a rousing (if not exactly 

tuneful) rendering of the "Happy Birthday" song. 

 

 

 

 

 

PIERRE COMPOSITE SQUADRON (SD-038, PIERRE) 

(Item and photos submitted by Lt. Col. Gatje) 

 

 BATHING OUR BABY: Pierre Airplane Gets A Bath. Several Pierre Squadron members gathered to give 

the Pierre assigned Cessna-172 (N98776) a wash on a warm summer evening. Lt. Col. Lois Schmidt, Lt. Col. 

Tam Gatje, Lt. Col. Myra Christensen, Capt. Jon Becker, Lt. Ruth Carley and Lt. Ryon Skaggs set out to make 

the corporate aircraft sparkle. With a local flying service providing water and our members providing cleaning 

equipment, tools and time the airplane was cleaned inside and out and made ready for future missions. 

 

     
LEFT: LT. RYON SKAGGS AND LT. RUTH CARLEY BEGIN CLEANING THE AIRCRAFT AT THE PIERRE AIRPORT 

CENTER: LT. COL. SCHMIDT, LT. COL. CHRISTENSEN AND CAPT. BECKER RESTORE THE SHINE ON THE AIRPLANE  

RIGHT: “YOU MISSED A SPOT” CAPT. BECKER HELPFULLY POINTS OUT A TINY SPOT MISSED TO LT. SKAGGS 

 

RUSHMORE COMPOSITE SQUADRON (SD-031, RAPID CITY) 

(Item submitted by Capt. Mike Johnson) 
 

 GROWLERS: We temporarily shared our headquarters building with several Navy EA-18G Growler 

crews. They used our office space for their base of operations. One evening they presented a briefing to the 

squadron about their activities and facts about the aircraft. The Navy EA-18G Growlers joined Air Force B-1 

bombers over the skies of Ellsworth AFB to train for electronic warfare. The Navy's Electronic Attack 
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Squadron 129, from NAS Whidbey Island, Wash., practiced hindering a simulated enemy's ability to acquire 

and engage the Lancer bombers during exercises 11-22 July.  
 

 
US NAVY EA-18G “GROWLER” ELECTRONIC WARFARE AIRCRAFT 

 

SIOUX FALLS COMPOSITE SQUADRON (SD-050, SIOUX FALLS) 

 

 CADET HISTORIAN: Please welcome C/CMSgt Kyle Clement to our happy band of historians. Cadet 

Clement has been dressing up in a CAP WWII replica uniform, has an extensive collection of WWII CAP and 

other militaria, and is a history buff. I think it is important to have a cadet to help get the 75th anniversary 

messages out to cadets and keep them informed and involved. I think you will enjoy his enthusiasm, his 

knowledge, and his assistance. 
 

 

 

 

 

Cadet Noncommissioned Officer Promotions 

 

Congratulations to Logan Wallace of Rushmore Composite Squadron and to Anthony Dillon of Crazy 

Horse Composite Squadron on their promotion to the rank of Cadet Technical Sergeant and receipt of 

the Captain Eddie Rickenbacker Award! 

                
 

Congratulations to Andrew Sweebe of the Big Sioux Composite Squadron on his promotion to the rank 

of Cadet Staff Sergeant and receipt of the Wright Brothers Award! 

 
 

Cadet Airman Promotions  

 

Congratulations to Amelia Jensen and Jacob Lawrence, both of Rushmore Composite Squadron, and 

to Mariel Klosterman and Annabelle Klosterman, both of Big Sioux Composite Squadron, on their 

promotion to the rank of Cadet Senior Airman and receipt of the Mary Feik Award! 

                
 

H H  PROMOTIONS  H H   
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Congratulations to John Seten who was awarded the permanent rank of Colonel in recognition of his 

four highly successful years as commander of the South Dakota Wing! 

               
 

Congratulations to Capt. Jon Becker of the Pierre Composite Squadron who completed his CAPF 91 

check ride under the eye of Lt. Col. Myra Christensen. This makes Jon our newest Mission Pilot! 

                 

Congratulations to Capt. Neal Schmid of Sioux Falls Composite Squadron who has accepted the 

position of Wing Assistant Director of Operations!  

 

Congratulations to Lt. Jeff Shawd of Sioux Falls Composite Squadron who has accepted the position 

of Wing Assistant Director of Communications! 

                 

Congratulations to Lt. Col. Gary King, Wing Assistant IG, on receiving the 20-year longevity device 

for his Red Service Ribbon!  

                 
                 

Congratulations to Lt. Ruthe King of the Pierre Composite Squadron on award of a bronze propeller 

device for her Red Service Ribbon! 

                
 

July was an awesome aviation month for Cadet Major Brandon West of the Sioux Falls Composite 

Squadron. On 16 July, he received his Single Engine Commercial Pilot certificate at Legacy Aviation 

in Tea. In the left photo Brandon is congratulated by Mr. John Barney, designated pilot examiner from 

Brookings. Then, on 21 July, he was awarded a $1000.00 Aviation Scholarship by the South Dakota Wing. The 

scholarship was presented to C/Maj. West at the Sioux Falls Airshow by Wing Commander Col. David Small 

and Wing Vice Commander Lt Col Buck DeWeese. C/Maj. West has now begun training to become a Certified 

Flight Instructor (CFI). Many cadets earn their private pilot’s wings through CAP programs, but seldom do you 

see commercial, instrument and especially CFI as a cadet.   
 

     
                                         MR. JOHN BARNEY AND CADET WEST                                               LT. COL. DEWEESE, C/MAJ. WEST, COL. SMALL 

H H  KUDOS  H H   H H  KUDOS  H H   
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Since 1947, CAP’s International Air Cadet Exchange (IACE) has brought 

together youth leaders from multiple countries to promote goodwill and to 

support the growth of aerospace knowledge. Today, IACE consists of 19 

countries and exchanges over 300 cadets every year. With only 40 of the 

24,000 cadets in CAP’s 52 wings chosen to participate, IACE is the most 

competitive and sough-after National Cadet Special Activities. Eleven 

senior members serve as escorts for the cadets, who will visit, respectively, 10 nations – Australia, Belgium, 

Canada, China, Hong Kong, Israel, the Netherlands, New Zealand, South Korea and the United Kingdom. The 

trip begins with CAP cadets flying to their launching hub – one in Washington, DC, for cadets flying to the 

eastern countries and Canada, the other in San Francisco for cadets flying to Australia, New Zealand and China. 

Once in their host country, cadets meet their counterparts in the exchange. This year the U.S. is hosting 35 

cadets from the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Belgium, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, China, Hong 

Kong and South Korea. Over the next three days, these visiting foreign cadets will tour Washington, DC before 

flying to their host states for tours, education and fun. For more information and how to apply for next year’s 

NCSA IACE go to: http://ncsas.com/?international_air_cadet_exchange&show=career_fair&careerFairID=17 
Source: CAP VolunteerNow, 22 July 2016  
 

 

 

 

 

Below are the Wing Calendars for August and September as of the date this Skychaser was published. Check 

the Wing website for the latest information as the calendars are frequently updated. 

 

 

H H  WING CALENDAR  H H   

H H  INTERNATIONAL AIR CADET EXCAHNGE  H H   

http://ncsas.com/?international_air_cadet_exchange&show=career_fair&careerFairID=17

