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 SEARCH AND RESCUE EXERCISE IN PIERRE: [By Maj. Craig Goodrich] On Saturday, 7 November 

the SD Wing conducted a Search and Rescue Exercise (SAREX) in Pierre, SD.  The Project Officer, Maj. Nick 

Gengler created multiple scenarios for the aircrews and ground search teams to conduct electronic and visual 

searches, as well as airborne photography.   

 

That same morning we learned of a real-world missing person search going on in Pierre and around the state. 

The Pierre Police Department (PPD), leading the search, felt the resources that we offered wouldn’t be needed. 

However, we notified our aircrews and ground search teams to be on the lookout for a specific vehicle, and 

were given the description of the missing person. Coordination with the PDD and working with their data was a 

good exercise for the mission planning staff. Any time the Wing can coordinate with local law enforcement and 

emergency managers, even on small tasks, the relationship building, education and experience goes a long way. 

 

Here’s a quick summary of the SAREX: 

 42 CAP personnel participated from across the wing 

 5 CAP aircraft and 5 CAP vans were a part of the mission 

 We flew 16 sorties.  Many of our aircrews were receiving training and received new qualifications 

 We had 12 ground sorties 

 We had two large ground search teams that received excellent Ground Team Training 

 

Overall, a lot of people got a lot of great training on a beautiful November day in Pierre.  It’s always fun to get 

together with our CAP brothers and sisters across the state, especially when we all work well together to 

accomplish an important goal! A big thanks also to Mustang FBO for the use of their great facilities. 
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PIERRE SAREX INCIDENT COMMAND POST STAFF IN ACTION 

 

 AERIAL WILDLIFE SURVEYS: SDWG flew 8 aerial surveys of 

terrestrial wildlife over five days in November in support of the state 

Department of Game, Fish & Parks and South Dakota State University. 

GF&P surveys deer, goats, mountain lions, and elk while SDSU surveys 

elk, bobcats and big horn sheep. The result was 22.3 hours flying over 

western South Dakota and the Black Hills. The CAP pilot for the sorties 

was Lt. Col. Gary Hewitt. Depending on whom the sortie supported he 

was accompanied by one or more representatives from SDSU or from 

Game, Fish & Parks. 

 

 WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA: Each year several squadrons of the South Dakota Wing take part in the 

annual Wreaths Across America program to honor our fallen veterans and to provide holiday decorations for 

veteran gravesites. Squadron 

members solicit subscriptions from 

individuals, families and businesses 

to purchase the wreaths and then 

participate in ceremonies across the 

state to pay tribute to our deceased 

veterans and place wreaths on their 

graves. This year members of the 

Big Sioux Composite Squadron in 

Brookings will participate at the Greenwood Cemetery, the Sioux Falls Composite Squadron in Sioux Falls will 

participate at the Hills of Rest Cemetery, the Rushmore Composite Squadron in Rapid City will participate at 

the Black Hills National Cemetery and the Crazy Horse Composite Squadron in Custer will take part in wreath 

laying ceremonies at the Hot Springs National Cemetery.  

 

 LIGHTSPEED FOUNDATION AWARD WINNERS: by Amy Laboda - November 14, 2015, [Edited] 

Allan Schrader enjoys seeing good causes rewarded. Each year his company’s Lightspeed Foundation awards 

grants to causes that use aviation as a means to do good. This year’s winners were Pilot N Paws, The Ninety-

Nines, Civil Air Patrol, New Tribes Mission Aviation and JAARS. The cash grants help the organizations fulfill 

their missions. This year two winners were rewarded for reaching out to the next generation of aviators, said 

Schrader, referring to the Civil Air Patrol and the Ninety-Nines.” A grant check for $6,000 was sent to NHQ. 
Source: AIN Online, https://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/general-aviation/2015-11-14/lightspeed-foundation-announces-2015-pilots-choice-award-winners 

 

https://www.ainonline.com/amy-laboda


3 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                               WING COMMANDER 

                                                  Col. John Seten, CAP 

 

 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to announce that on 6 November, Maj. E.W. filler was appointed Commander 

of the Big Sioux Composite Squadron in Brookings. 

 

 Please also join me in congratulating Major E. W. Filler of Big Sioux Composite Squadron for meeting 

all FAA requirements for the grade of Commercial Pilot. This significant accomplishment enhances the 

professionalism of our pilot base and enhances our Wing’s mission capabilities going forward. A key aspect of 

Maj. Filler’s achievement is that he used a CAP aircraft and CAP instructor and in so doing demonstrated that it 

is possible to attain a commercial pilot rating using our own internal assets. Great work Maj. Filler!! 

 

 Mark your calendars! The 2016 Wing Conference is set for 3-5 June at the Best Western Ramkota Hotel 

in Pierre. The tentative schedule is: Friday: 1900-2200 – Social Time. Saturday: 0800 to 1000 – General 

Session, Change of Wing Command, and Awards, 1000 to 1700 – Breakout Sessions, 1800 to 2100 – Banquet.  

Sunday: 0800 to 0900 – Commander’s Breakfast, 0900 to 1200 – Large Group Sessions.  

 
 

  

                        WING HISTORIAN 

                                            Maj. Todd Epp, CAP                              

 

 
 

 As part of the upcoming celebration of CAP’s 75
th

 Anniversary, 

members authorized to wear CAP pilot or observer badges will be 

allowed to wear the WWII version of their badge. In a memo to CAP 

unit commanders, the national commander authorized the change 

effective from 1 December 2015 until 31 December 2016. Members 

choosing to wear the WWII badge will wear only one aviation badge. 

No other badges, military or CAP, will be worn in this position above 

the ribbons, including occupational badges with the exception of the 

Chaplain insignia. Members who aren’t pilots or observers can also observe the anniversary. Vanguard will 

offer  the official CAP WWII lapel pin, which can be worn on the corporate blazer or out of CAP uniform by 

cadets and seniors. Cadets have always payed tribute to their WWII pioneers. The cadet enlisted cap device is 

the same design since 1942, although since 1984 the device is a metal pin rather than an embroidered patch.  

 

 On 19 November, Maj. Kipp travelled to Flandreau where he met with six members of the former South 

Dakota Wing Civil Air Patrol Band. Most wing members probably don’t know that SDWG once had an official 

97-member strong CAP marching band. Once research is completed, he will write a paper on the band and post 

it on the wing website in the Wing History section. Maj. Kipp has begun initial discussion on the possibility of 

creating a new SDWG Band forty-five years after the first one to take part in our 75
th

 Anniversary activities. 

 

  

STAFF NOTES 
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      WING DIRECTOR OF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

                                             Col. Mary Donley, CAP 

 

 

Mark the calendar: Saturday, 6 February 2016 we will be holding a Squadron Leadership 

School (SLS) and a Corporate Learning Course (CLC) in Sioux Falls at squadron headquarters. I’ll send each 

squadron commander a list of their members that need these courses. I apologize that I did not get the SLS/CLC 

accomplished West River this fall. Retirement got busier than I thought it could.  I will plan on doing one late 

spring in West River. 

 

I am also planning for a Unit Commander’s Course in the near future.  The UCC is for all member whether you 

ever plan on the commanders job or not!  It includes pertinent information that benefits every senior member.  

Please send me an email if you would like to attend this course and what dates work best for you. When I get 

some feedback then I can start planning a time and place! 

 

Lt. Col. Buechler and I are also trying to plan a Training Leaders of Cadets Course.  I know some units are in 

need of this course since units must have a certain number of seniors that have completed the course.  We will 

do our best to get these courses to those who need them! 

 

Merry Christmas to all!!  Enjoy this season with family and friends and STAY SAFE! 

 
 

 

 

 

BIG SIOUX COMPOSITE SQUADRON (SD-58, BROOKINGS) 

(Item submitted by C/Maj Tyler Gross) 

 

 CYBERPATRIOT-VIII: The squadron is participating in this 

year’s CyberPatriot, the premier National Youth Cyber Defense 

Competition. “Team Big Sioux” has enjoyed success at the national 

level in all four years that we have competed.  Last year we placed 

second in the nation and were the top CAP team in the competition.  

 

This year we will field two teams in CyberPatriot-VIII’s All-

Services Division. They will compete against 1,280 teams, 447 of 

them CAP teams. The All-Services Division consists of teams from 

the Civil Air Patrol, Naval Sea Cadet Corps, and Army, Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps Junior ROTC. 

 

CyberPatriot teams compete from their home locations in a series of online qualifying rounds that challenge 

them to find and fix security vulnerabilities in a variety of simulated networks. This year’s Round One took 

place on 14 November. Teams race against the clock - those who successfully finish with the fastest time 

advance to the next Round. Round Two will take place 4-6 December. The top teams from the online rounds 

receive all-expenses-paid to Baltimore, Md., for the National Finals Competition 10-14 April 2016.  

 

Big Sioux’s Team-1 members are: C/Lt. Jaden Petersen of Brookings, SD (Team Captain), C/CMSgt. Graham 

Dinnel of Lake Benton, MN, C/MSgt. Andrew Toft of Elkton, SD, C/A1C Andrew Sweebe of Brookings, SD, 

C/Amn Peter Engels of Minneota, MN and Byron Hawk Bear of Flandreau, SD (Alternate).  

 

SQUADRON HIGHLIGHTS 
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Big Sioux’s Team-2 members are: Justin Rhoades (Team Captain), Zandria Ramon, Ruben Taken Alive, Jaden 

Parker, Arnold Parker and Reyanna Uses Many (Alternate), all reside in Flandreau, all attend Flandreau High 

School and all will soon to become cadets in the Big Sioux Composite Squadron.  

 

Both teams will be mentored by C/Lt. Col. Joshua Klosterman and coached by C/Maj. Tyler Gross, both veteran 

CyberPatriot competitors.   
 

    
 

 NATIONAL CADET COMPETITION: As Lt. Col. Buechler announced in her Cadet Programs part in last 

month’s Skychaser, we have been selected as one of two teams from the North Central Region to compete in the 

National Cadet Competition (NCC) from 29 Dec 15 to 2 Jan 16 at CAP NHQ at Maxwell AFB, Ala. The NCC, 

an annual program to evaluate CAP’s best drill teams and color guards, encompasses the National Drill 

Team Competition and National Color Guard Competition. Teams from across the U.S. will compete for the Air 

Force Chief of Staff Sweepstakes Trophy and other top awards.  

 

 VETERANS DAY: We provided a Color Guard for the local chapter of the VFW on Veterans Day. 

 

CRAZY HORSE COMPOSITE SQUADRON (SD-068, CUSTER) 
(Items submitted by Capt. K. Bierwirth, photos by Capt. K. Bierwirth and Maj. Small) 

 

 CIVIL AIR PATROL EXHIBIT: At the request of the Custer County Courthouse Art Council we created 

a Civil Air Patrol exhibit at the Custer County Courthouse on 6 October.  The exhibit will be on display until 4 

January 2016. There was a grand opening reception with about 30 people attending. Capt. Bierwirth gave a brief 

speech about CAP and its history and relation to the community. The photos, taken by Maj. David Small, were 

inadvertently omitted from last month’s Skychaser. 
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 VETERANS DAY COLOR GUARD: The squadron provided a Color Guard for Veterans Day ceremonies 

held at the Custer High School. Our cadets looked sharp, performed superbly and were a very positive example 

of all that Civil Air Patrol stands for.  
 

       
LEFT: C/LT JASON PARRY, C/AMN ETHAN UPDIKE, C/CMSGT THOMAS DILLON, C/TSGT KYLE STIFFARM, C/A1C HUNTER RICE 

RIGHT:  CADETS RICE, DILLON, STIFFARM AND UPDIKE 

 

 ANNIE: C/Lt. Jason Parry played Daddy Warbucks in Custer High School’s production of Annie. 
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 WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA: We have been busy seeking donations for the Wreaths Across America 

program. We will conduct a wreath laying ceremony at Hot Springs National Cemetery on 12 December.  
 

 
 

LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN COMPOSITE SQUADRON (SD-063, SPEARFISH) 
(Items submitted by C/TSgt. Peter Iverson and Maj. Small) 

 

 GREAT START: Ten members turned out for 

a Cadet Great Start program on 21 November at 

Spearfish under the supervision of Maj Bill 

Collister. After completing Great Start the new 

cadets worked on their GES qualification to prepare 

to become ground team members. All profited from 

the day's program before enjoying lunch at Pizza 

Ranch. 

 

 GROUND SEARCH TEAM QUALS: The squadron has begun a 

push to get all Ground Search Team cadet members to upgrade their 

qualifications to the GTM1 level. On 21 November, seasoned cadets, 

worked with Maj. David Small and new Senior Member Cyndy 

Collister on ground team quals. The squadron takes great pride in the 

high degree of skill and professionalism of its Ground Search Teams, 

a critical component of SDWG’s Emergency Services support to local 

law enforcement and first responders in the rugged Black Hills area.   

 

 

 WINTER SURVIVAL TRAINING: We are planning a squadron-level winter survival training course some 

time in the coming months. When, will largely depend on actually getting winter weather this winter.    

 

PIERRE COMPOSITE SQUADRON (SD-038, PIERRE) 

(Items and photos submitted by Lt. Col. Gatje) 
 

 PIERRE CONDUCTS EMERGENCY SERVICES TRAINING: Emergency Services Training for cadets 

and seniors took place at an area near the Pierre Airport in October. Terrain there varies from level to hilly and 

has several types of cover material. Lt. Col. Myra Christensen, Lt. Col. Tam Gatje, C/SMSgt Jonathan Gregory 

and C/SrA Cordell Hall took turns searching for and finding a practice emergency locator beacon. Two types of 

hand-held radio-direction-finding (RDF) equipment we have available for a ground search for a missing aircraft 

were used. Training included an explanation of search operations in the field, followed by hands-on operation of 

the equipment by each person. A discussion of the equipment and operation followed to give more information. 
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Each member operated the equipment and successfully tracked and ultimately found the target.  
 

      
LEFT: C/SMSGT JONATHAN GREGORY AND LT. COL. CHRISTENSEN DISCUSS OPERATION OF ONE OF THE RDF UNITS USED  
RIGHT: C/SMSGT JONATHAN GREGORY AND C/SRA CORDELL HALL COMPARED FEATURES AND DISPLAYS OF THE TWO RDF MODELS  

 

 WELCOME ABOARD: The squadron recently recruited two new cadets. We are glad that you chose to 

join CAP and are pleased to have you in our squadron. Welcome Aboard! 

 

RUSHMORE COMPOSITE SQUADRON (SD-031, RAPID CITY) 

(Item submitted by Maj. Goodrich, screen capture by Maj. Kipp) 

 

 WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA: The squadron has been working hard to sell as many wreaths as we can. 

We’ve set up a table for wreath sponsorship sales at the Family Thrift Center, the Rushmore Mall, Sam’s Club, 

and at the Rush Hockey Game. We’ve also helped out the Rush Foundation by selling 50/50 raffle tickets for 

them at Rush Hockey games. We hope to get a donation from the foundation for our help. We will be placing 

wreaths on veterans’ graves at Black Hills National Cemetery on 12 December. 
 

   
 

SIOUX FALLS COMPOSITE SQUADRON (SD-050, SIOUX FALLS) 

(Items and photo submitted by Capt. West) 

 

 WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA: In keeping with past practice the squadron will participate in the 

Wreaths Across America ceremony to be held at the Hills of Rest Cemetery in Sioux Falls on 12 December.  

Our participation usually consists of a cadet Color Guard, uniformed supernumerary personnel to assist with the 

ceremony and wreath placement and Lt. Col. Tim Steppan who performs the “taps” bugle call. 
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 USMC BOUND: One of our former cadets, Eric Menholt, currently attending the 

U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis has been notified that on graduation he will go into the 

Marine Corps with an aviation contract for pilot training. Semper Fi Eric! And best wishes 

for success in your military service.  

 

 

 VETERANS DAY: The squadron provided a Color Guard for the Veterans Day ceremony at Lincoln 

High School in Sioux Falls.  

 

 PARADE OF LIGHTS: Twenty-One South Dakota Wing members provided crowd control for Sioux 

Falls’ 24
th

 Parade of Lights on 27 November. The annual parade with dazzling lighted holiday floats, music, 

dancers and Santa is the official start to the downtown holiday season. CAP’s contingent was made up of 11 

cadets and one Senior from Sioux Falls Composite Squadron, seven cadets and one Senior from Big Sioux 

Composite Squadron, and even one Senior from Rushmore Composite Squadron. The horde of always-hungry 

cadets were treated to pizza beforehand and then patrolled the parade’s line of march down Philips Avenue 

keeping people, especially little parade goers, out of harm’s way. Photo credit – Elisha Page/Argus Leader. 
 

 
TWO CAP MEMBERS IN REFLECTIVE VESTS WALK NEXT TO A VEHICLE DURING THE PARADE 

 

 

 

 

Senior Member Promotions 

 

Congratulations to Tyler Cavin of Sioux Falls Composite Squadron in Sioux Falls on his promotion 

to the rank of Captain! 

 
 

H H  PROMOTIONS  H H   
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Cadet Noncommissioned Officer Promotions 

 

Congratulations to Thomas Dillon of Crazy Horse Composite Squadron in Custer on his promotion to 

the rank of Cadet Chief Master Sergeant and receipt of the Dr. Robert H Goddard Award! 

 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Christopher Schuppan of the Sioux Falls Composite Squadron in Sioux Falls on his 

promotion to the rank of Cadet Staff Sergeant and receipt of the Wright Brothers Award! 

 
 

Cadet Airman Promotions 
 

Congratulations to Patience Sundstrom of the Rushmore Composite Squadron in Rapid City on her 

promotion to the rank of Cadet Airman and receipt of the General J.F. Curry Award!  

      
 

 

 

 

 

Senior Master Sergeant Richard W. Larson retired from active duty with the South Dakota 

Air National Guard on 1 October 2015 after 34 years of military service. He began his 

service career in 1981 when he attended Air Force Basic Training at Lackland Air Force 

Base at San Antonio, Texas. Since that time he has served in the Air Force, Army Reserve, 

Army National Guard and Air National Guard. He has served in a wide variety of military 

jobs, from Weapons Technician working on F-4 Phantom Jets, to Army trombone player, 

Army Public/Civil Affairs Broadcast NCO, to a Disaster Preparedness Chemical Warfare 

instructor. 

At the time of his retirement, SMSgt Larson was Superintendent of the South Dakota Air National Guard 114th 

Civil Engineer Squadron (CES) Emergency Management/Readiness Flight, and Emergency Manager for the 

114th Fighter Wing at Joe Foss Field in Sioux Falls. He also served as Unit Deployment Manager for the 114
th

 

CES organization, ensuring on time worldwide force projection. Special Duty assignments have included tours 

as a deployed First Sergeant in Canada, in Southwest Asia as Expeditionary First Sergeant during Operation 

Desert Fox in Kuwait, and as one of three USAF Deployed Functional Managers, guiding theater wide 

Chemical-Biological Defense operations, leading over 500 personnel at 22 locations during the initial major 

combat portion of Operation Iraqi Freedom / Enduring Freedom. He is a credentialed South Dakota Certified 

Emergency Manager, having responded to a variety of real world contingencies. 

You probably know SMSgt Larson better as Lieutenant Colonel Rick Larson, Vice 

Commander of the South Dakota Wing of the Civil Air Patrol. His CAP involvement 

started in 1976 as a cadet member of the North Dakota Wing’s Fargo-Moorhead Cadet 

Squadron, earning the General Billy Mitchell Award. He earned his FAA Private Pilot 

License in 1980 and has over 600 hours in a variety of aircraft. From 1985 to 1995, Larson 

served in a variety of positions in Minnesota’s Mankato and Pipestone Composite 

Squadrons and on South Dakota Wing Staff. From 2005-2009, he served as Commander of 

the Sioux Falls Composite Squadron. Lt. Col. Larson is also a CAP Incident Commander 

and Search and Rescue / Disaster Relief Pilot and aircrew member. He was named “2004 

H H  MEMBER SPOTLIGHT  H H   
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Cadet Mentor of the Year” by USAF, 2005 “Senior Member of the Year” for 2005 by South Dakota Wing, 

Commander, 2005 “Squadron of the Year” and honored as 2006 “Military Reservist of the Year” by the Sioux 

Falls Chamber of Commerce Military and Veterans Affairs Committee. 

His military decorations include the National Defense Meritorious Service Medal w/ 1 Oak Leaf Cluster, Joint 

Service Commendation Medal , Air Force Commendation Medal, Air Force Achievement Medal , Air Force 

Outstanding Unit Award w/ 4 Oak Leaf Clusters and “V” for Valor, Air Reserve Forces Meritorious Service 

Medal w/ 6 devices, National Defense Service Medal w/ Bronze Star, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, 

Humanitarian Service Medal, Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal, Small Arms Expert 

Marksmanship Ribbon (Rifle), Army Service Ribbon, Air Force Overseas Ribbon, Southwest Asia Service 

Medal, Global War on Terror Service Medal, Global War on Terror Expeditionary Medal and South Dakota 

Desert Storm Ribbon.                          

Rick and his wife, Izzie, live in Sioux Falls.  At his retirement dinner in September 2015, SMSgt Kevin Scanlin, 

representing Headquarters, Air National Guard, presented the ANG Emergency Management "Order of the 

Dragon" award to SMSgt Larson for his dedication to and excellence in Emergency Management. He is just the 

15th recipient of the prestigious Order since its inception. 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

To access the December 2015 Wing Calendar go to: 

http://sdcap.us/calendar-2/action~month/exact_date~1448949600/request_format~html/  

 

To access the January 2016 Wing Calendar go to: 

http://sdcap.us/calendar-2/action~month/exact_date~1451628000/request_format~html/  

 

 

 
 

H H  WING CALENDAR  H H   
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