













































































Rushmore Composite Squadron Moves to
New Home at Elisworth Air Force Base

By Ist Lt. Dani Black
Rushmore Composite Squadron

The new headquarters facility at Ellsworth Air Force
Base provides the Rushmore Composite Squadron
with considerably more space than its former facility
at Rapid City Regional Airport, such as this large area
that can be used for cadet drill. Photo by 1st Lt. Dani
Black, Rushmore Composite Squadron.

Late last year, the Rushmore Composite
Squadron settled into a building at Ellsworth Air
Force Base. The squadron had occupied the old
terminal building at Rapid City Regional Airport
since March 2004.

In 2011, the airport informed the squadron that
the old terminal building would be demolished in
2014 for airport improvements, so the search for
a squadron home began. As CAP is the civilian
auxiliary to the Air Force, the squadron inquired if
any space was available at the Air Force base west
of Rapid City.

Ellsworth wing commander Col. Mark
Weatherington gave the approval for the squadron
to use the building. The facility is provided indefi-
nitely to the squadron rent-free by the Air Force.
The Air Force is also providing power, heat and air
conditioning for the building.

“The base has been very accommodating with
getting us a building that meets every need we

Conference room facilities are another new perk for
the Rushmore Composite Squadron after its move
Jrom Rapid City Regional Airport to Ellsworth Air
Force Base. Photo by Ist Lt. Dani Black, Rushmore
Composite Squadron.

had on our requirements list and it even surpassed
it,” Rushmore squadron commander Maj. Craig
Goodrich said. “We are very happy to be here.”
The new building is 2,000 square feet larger
than the old facility at the airport, which allows
the squadron the room to operate an emergency
operations center when needed and for cadets to
drill inside during the winter.
The new squadron headquarters is located off
the end of the flight line, which excites the cadets.
“What’s really cool about this building is the
B-1"s we get to watch take off and how deafening
they are,” said Cadet Staff Sergeant Errol Kelly. &
Editor’s note: Ist Lt. Dani Black is the
Q public affairs officer for the Rushmore
- Composite Squadron.
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The 5 Ps: Are You Ready to Leave Home?

By Ch, Lt. Col. Gary Rae
South Dakota Wing

Go bags and 24 hour packs are
familiar to CAP and military per-
sonnel. They are symbols of oper-
ational readiness and advanced
preparation to be a first responder.

But are you really ready to
leave home?

As a 30-year CAP chaplain,
42-year pastor and 15-year criti-
cal incident stress management
(CISM) debriefer, I have witnessed
one more need.

You may be aware that first
responders, be they fire and res-
cue, law enforcement, military or
church response teams, leave their
homes and families during crisis.
Sometimes, as we saw with Hurricane Sandy, they
leave to serve others when they are also victims
of the natural disaster themselves. Sometimes the
“others™ we seek to serve are “us.”

You have heard of the Five (5) P’s, that is,
“Prior Planning Prevents Poor Performance.” As
a chaplain, pastor and debriefer over many years,
[ have seen the aftermath of emotions from first
responders and evacuees who were not aware of
five more “P”’s. Much emotional heartache could
be mitigated if we practice and encourage these
EBive s,

When people are called to evacuate there are
five things you need to take or plan for:

1. Pets — They are precious to us; how many
stories told with tears have you heard about lost
or recovered pets during flooding, hurricanes and
tornadoes? They are family!

2. Prescriptions — How easy is it to take criti-
cal medicines in a timely manner if left behind?

3. Papers — Do you have all your legal papers
in an organized, identified location or scanned to
your computer? I have scanned legal papers to
my computer which is backed up to off-site cloud
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Members of the S.D. Wing assist residents west of Yankton, S.D. in
sandbagging against a surging Missouri River in 2011. Photo by Ch, Lt.
Col. Gary Rae, S.D. Wing.

services so I would not lose essential papers if my
home were destroyed by flood, fire or wind.

4. Pictures/Photos — One of the greatest
regrets [ hear is the loss of photos. Houses and cars
can be replaced but it is always the pictures people
wish they had back. I have spent the past two years
scanning photo albums, family history and pictures
so that all of them could be restored and precious
memories honored. Pictures tell the stories of our
lives and hold memories that mark our time on
earth. We often take those boxes of photos in our
basement for granted until they are lost to wind,
fire or flood.

5. People — Do you have a practiced plan to
evacuate your family and where you would meet
up if separated by the chaos of a disaster?

When we help others in such times, we can-
not imagine the feelings and trauma they are
experiencing and we tend to believe it will always
happen to “them” and not us. Are you really ready
to leave home? &

Editor’s note: Ch, Lt. Col. Gary Rae is
the S.D. Wing chaplain and a recently
retired Methodist pastor.



Former S.D. Governor and
CAP Cadet Addresses
Wing Conference

Former South Dakota
Governor Mike Rounds
addressed members of the S.D.
Wing at the King’s
Inn in Pierre 20 April

By Maj. Todd Epp
South Dakota Wing

experiences as a cadet and his
interest in aviation and being a
pilot. Gov. Rounds is also run-

Robert Todd, commander of
the North Central Region of
the CAP and Col. John Seten,
commander of the
S.D. Wing. There was

2013 at the wing’s “The former two-term governor who also a presentation
annual conference. Servedfrom 2003 to 2010 was also a on the CyberPatriot

Gov. Rounds’
appearance was just
one of many activities
at the yearly gather-

ing. The former two-term gov-
ernor who served from 2003
to 2010 was also a CAP cadet
as a youth. He talked about his

CAP cadet as a youth.”

ning for the U.S. Senate in the
2014 election.

Other activities included a
general assembly featuring Col.

Former S.D. Governor Mike Rounds (center, front row), who was also a CAP cadet, posses with S.D. Wing cadets in

cadet competition, in
which the Big Sioux
Composite Squadron
from Brookings has
had considerable success the
past two years.

There were also morning
and afternoon sessions on top-

attendance at the S.D. Wing Conference, held 20 April 2013 in Pierre. Photo by Capt. Jerry Foy, S.D. Wing.
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ics ranging from pilots, public
affairs, cadet programs, aero-
space education and other top-
ics. The awards banquet featured
a video collage of wing and
squadron activities as well as
various awards and recognition
for members” accomplishments.
(See sidebar for award winners.)

Nearly 100 Civil Air Patrol
members and family from
across South Dakota attended
the annual conference. &

Congratulations to the following S.D. Wing
members who were presented the follow-
ing awards at the 2013 wing conference in

Pierre 20 April 2013:

* (C/Capt. Elizabeth Foy, SDWG Cadet of the Year.
e C/CMSgt. Sullivan Busch, SDWG Cadet NCO of the Year.

¢ Capt. David Small, SDWG Aerospace Education Officer of
the Year.

* Lt. Col. Gary Hewett, SDWG Operations Officer of the Year.
* Maj. Bruce Kipp, SDWG Public Affairs Officer of the Year.

e Lt. Col. Randall Borton, SDWG Professional Development
Officer of the Year.

* Maj. Mark Huntington, SDWG Safety Officer of the Year.

e Capt. Sharon Moad, SDWG Drug Demand Reduction Officer
of the Year.

* CAP Achievement Award: Lt. Col. Randall Borton, Maj.
Michael Johnson, C/SMSgt. Jared Doyle.

* Commander’s Commendation Award: Lt. Col. Gary Hewett.
* Rescue “Find” Ribbon: C/Capt. David Small, I1I.

¢ Commander’s Commendation Award for the 2011 Joint
Dakota Emergency Services Encampment: Lt. Col. Linda
Buechler, Col. Mary Donley, Lt. Col. Mark Marek, Capt.
David Small, Jr.

* National Color Guard Competition Ribbon: Lt. Col. Randall
Borton, Maj. Michael Johnson, Maj. Bruce Hack, C/CMSgt.
Silas Busch, C/MSgt. Errol Kelly, C/A1C Joseph Jagodzinski,
C/A1C Gunner Gray, Cadet Mason McMeekin.

* Commander’s Commendation Award for the 2012 Joint
Dakota Cadet Leadership Encampment: Lt. Col. Randall
Borton, Lt. Col. B. T. Marking, Capt. Travis Rup.

* CAP Achievement Award for Outstanding Achievement as
Winners of the 2013 SDWG Color Guard Competition: Maj.
Bruce Hack, C/CMSgt. Silas Busch, C/MSgt. Errol Kelley, C/
A1C Gunner Gray, C/A1C Joseph Jagodzinski, Cadet Mason
McMeekin.
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Record Number of NMembers, Media

Turn Out for SDWG Split SAREX

By Maj. Todd Epp
South Dakota Wing

Record member attendance and record media
interest highlighted the split search and rescue
exercise (SAREX) held in Sioux Falls and Rapid
City 12-13 January 2013.

A record 53 members from the Sioux Falls
and Big Sioux Composite Squadrons participated
in Sioux Falls. Further, the SDWG also achieved
a perfecta of sorts, attracting all three Sioux Falls
commercial TV news stations and the state’s larg-
est daily newspaper.

Meanwhile in Rapid City, the SAREX was ini-
tially canceled the morning of 12 January because

of snowy conditions but restarted in the afternoon
after the weather cleared. Thirteen members from
squadrons in the Black Hills area participated in a
search and rescue exercise as well as cadet orienta-
tion flights.

Though not formally part of the SAREX and
funded by the wing, in Sioux Falls, the wing
offered two media flights. KELO-TV (CBS) and
KDLT-TV (NBC) snapped them up. ABC affili-
ate KSFY-TV also did a package on the SAREX
and the Sioux Falls Argus Leader ran both a story
on the SAREX and cadet participation in it in an

Providing media flights was one of the attractions for the press prior to the split Sioux Falls/Rapid City SAREX.
Left to right: Mission pilot 1st Lt. Neil Schmid, Sioux Falls Composite Squadron; KELO-TV reporter Stephanie
Gregory; KDLT-TV reporter Laura Monteverdi; and mission pilot Capt. Matt Meert, also from the Sioux Falls
Composite Squadron. Photo by Capt. Jerry Foy, Sioux Falls Composite Squadron.
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KELO-TYV reporter Stephanie Gregory waits her turn for a media flight on the tarmac at Sioux Falls Regional
Airport prior to the split Sioux Falls/Rapid City SAREX. Photo by Capt. Jerry Foy, Sioux Falls Composite

Squadron.

Cold and snow in Sioux Falls and Rapid City added to the realism of
the SAREX. Ground team members from the Big Sioux and Sioux Falls
Composite Squadrons plan their next move. Photo by Cadet Airman 1st
Class Aubrey Johnson, Sioux Falls Composite Squadron.

“Typical South
Dakota winter
weather also
helped to make
the exercises

b

more realistic.’




Mission base is the nerve center of a search and rescue mission or a
SAREX. Members monitor activity from the Sioux Falls Composite
Squadron headquarters. Left to right: Cadet 2nd Lt. Sam Huntington,
Sioux Falls Composite Squadron; Col. John Seten, S.D. Wing; Maj. Nick
Gengler, S.D. Wing; and Lt. Col. Rick Larson, S.D. Wing. Photo by Capt.
Jerry Foy, Sioux Falls Composite Squadron.

online photo gallery from the event.

SAREX taskings included locating practice beacons, as well as
ground team and mission base training.

Typical South Dakota winter weather also helped to make the
exercises more realistic.

“Our ORM skills were tested with snow squalls over the
eastern part of the state which we attempted to operate around
and some less than ideal sky ceilings and road conditions in the
Black Hills,” said Col. John Seten, S.D. wing commander and
the Sioux Falls incident commander.

Colonel Seten also noted that some member had com-
mented that the training was more realistic because of the
weather not being “picture perfect” and more like it would be
in an actual search. &
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Because I fly
I laugh more than other men
I look up and see more than they,
I know how the clouds feel,
What it’s like to have the
blue in my lap,
to look down on birds,
to feel freedom in a thing
called the stick....

Who but I can slice between
God’s billowed legs,

and feel them laugh and crash
with His step

Who else has seen the
unclimbed peaks?

The rainbow’s secret?

The real reason birds sing?

Because | Fly,
| envy no man on earth.

Brian Shul copyright 1977
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