









































A Legend Leaves Us: Sub Chaser
Vern Kraemer Passes

By Capt. Todd Epp
South Dakota Wing

World War II Civil Air Patrol sub chaser and
South Dakota aviation legend Luverne “Vern”
Kraemer passed away June 20, 2012 in Rapid City,
S.D. at the age of 95.

Kraemer was the last known CAP sub chaser
in South Dakota.

Trained as a blacksmith by his father as a young
man in Nemo in the Black Hills of South Dakota, it
was aviation that was Kraemer’s lifelong passion.

While working at as a mechanic on B-29s in
Wichita, Kans., the CAP asked Kraemer to be a

This painting by artist Leon Basler illustrates the rich
history of Vern Kraemer’s life. Submitted photo.

Vern Kraemer poses with his beloved J-3 Cub.
Submitted photo.

sub chaser. Flying out of Patrol Base #1 in Atlantic
City, N.J., Kraemer was a pilot, an observer, and a
mechanic. He searched for German U-Boats stalk-
ing East Coast shipping.

“Vern and the other sub chasers
displayed true heroic spirit
during a time when the country
needed them the most.”

“Vern served his country unselfishly to help
protect the oil tankers that were so often being
torpedoed by German subs,” said Col. John
Seten, the S.D. Wing’s commander. “Vern and
the other sub chasers displayed true heroic spirit
during a time when the country needed them the
most. It is unimaginable what Vern and the other
pilots must have went through while performing

Continued . . .
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Vern Kraemer
Continued . . .

the sub chasing missions.”

Records, although possibly incomplete, indi-
cate that there were three individuals from South
Dakota who were involved with the coastal
patrol. They were Kraemer, Vernon Jeffries and
Earl Wilkinson.

Following the end of the sub chaser missions,
Kraemer continued to fly CAP liaison missions
and pulled targets for aerial gunnery training.

As exciting as Kraemer’s sub chasing career
with the CAP was, he would go on to become a
South Dakota aviation pioneer and legend.

He once stowed aboard an airliner headed
to Alaska. He built the first home built airplane
in South Dakota, which is now on display in the
Rapid City Regional Airport Terminal.

Kraemer was an early member of the
Experimental Aircraft Association, with the mem-
ber number of “72.” He is an inductee to the South
Dakota Aviation Hall of Fame and the recipient of
numerous state, national, and international awards
as an aviator and aircraft mechanic.

His wife Norma Kraemer of Nemo, S.D., his
daughter, Linda Collings of Burnsville, Minn., and
three grandchildren survive him.

In 2011 and 2012, Cadet Colonel William
Small of the Lookout Mountain Composite
Squadron in Spearfish, S.D. wrote a series of
articles detailing Kraemer’s exploits for the South
Dakota Wing Roundup. &

Wixon Wins Wright
Award

By Capt. Todd Epp
South Dakota Wing

Lieutenant Colonel Forrest Wixon, right, receives the
Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award from the South
Dakota Aviation Hall of Fame. Alice Wixon, center,
Forrest’s spouse, was also honored for her support

to Forrest’s aviation career. Photo by Lt. Col. Myra
Christensen, Pierre Composite Squadron.

Lieutenant Colonel Forrest Wixon, commander of
the Pierre Composite Squadron and a long-time mis-
sion pilot, received the Wright Brothers Master Pilot
Award from the South Dakota Pilots Association.

He received the award September 8, 2012 at
the South Dakota Aviation Hall of Fame meeting
in Spearfish.

The group also recognized Lt. Col. Wixon’s
wife Alice for supporting him through the years in
his aviation endeavors.

According to the Federal Aviation
Administration which administers the award, the
Wright Brothers Master Pilot award recognizes
pilots who have contributed to building and main-
taining the safest aviation system in the world,
through practicing and promoting safe flight for
fifty consecutive years or more. To be eligible for
the award, a pilot must have fifty consecutive years
of U.S. piloting experience with the effective start
date for the award being the date of the applicants
first solo flight or military equivalent.

A “Roll of Honor” book with the recipient’s
name, city, and state is kept in a prominent place at
FAA headquarters in Washington, D.C. &
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Cadets Learn and Stretch Their
Limits at 2012 Encampment

[t was early July and the pil-
grimage began.

Cadets and seniors from
across the northern plains made
the biannual trek to Camp
Grafton, N. D. It was time for the
Joint Dakota Cadet Leadership
Encampment (JDCLE).

This year’s senior cadre fea-
tured many legends of the cadet
program; names like Donley,
Borton, Johnson, McKenney,
Laib, Rup and Meeks. The cadet
leadership was equally stellar.
Commanding was Cadet Lt.
Col. Priscilla Temaat of the
Kansas Wing. Cadet David
Small of Spearfish (who had just
completed work on the Spaatz
award) served as her vice com-
mander. Planning and oversight
of the 2012 endeavor fell to

By Lt. Col. B.T. Marking

South Dakota Wing

Rappelling: A Joint Dakota Cadet Leadership Encampment at Camp
Grafton, N.D. isn’t complete without the daunting but popular rappelling
activity. Photo by Lt. Col. B.T. Marking, South Dakota Wing.

South Dakota Wing’s veteran team of Lt. Col. B.

An encampment at Camp Grafton, N.D. wouldn’t be

encampment if cadets and staff members didn’t play a
little sand volleyball. Photo by Cadet 2nd Lt. Brandon Course.
West.

16

There have been
many years when
weather or the avail-
ability of National
Guard resources
foiled our best-laid
plans. Not this year.
We got it ALL done:
firearms training and
the ground combat
simulator, Blackhawk
helicopter rides,
rappelling and the
Leadership Reaction

T. and Maj. Vicky Marking.

“There have been
many years when
weather or the
availability of
National Guard
resources foiled
our best-laid
plans. Not this
year.”

Continued on page 19 . . .



A Participant’s Perspective
on Encampment

I have to say that the
2012 Joint Dakota Cadet
Leadership Encampment at
Camp Grafton, N.D. was
quite the learning experience.
This year was my first as staff
and [ was selected as a squad-
ron first sergeant, so I didn’t
know quite what to expect.

The first day we spent train-
ing as staff. We prepared for the
arrival of the General Attendees
(GAs), who would arrive the
next day.

On Saturday, the GAs began
to arrive. They went through
a contraband check first. For
the contraband check we had a
table set up manned by two staff
members who would check each
attendee’s bags for items such
as iPods, cell phones, maga-

By Cadet 2nd Lt. Brandon West
Sioux Falls Composite Squadron

Helo encampment Cadet 2nd Lt.
Brandon West, right, poses with
another cadet beside the North
Dakota National Guard Black
Hawk helicopter they had just flown
in. Submitted photo.

The rest of each day was
spent in classes for the GAs.
At night, sometimes we
would have a volleyball game
between flights.

There were a couple of
activities during encampment
that I think stuck out most to
the GAs--I1 know they did for
me. The first was the Firearms
Training System or FATS. This
was basically a giant videogame:
you would go into a room with
an instructor and run through
how to use the weapons, which
were actual M4s and M16s
modified with circuit boards
and hooked up to air compres-
sors to simulate recoil. We ran
through a series of targets and
actual simulations throughout

zines, food, and knives--these are all considered
contraband for the GAs so they would be taken
from them, to be returned at the end of encamp-
ment. The next check point was to get their bed-
ding. They would then proceed to check in and be
assigned to a flight. The rest of the day was spent
in classes.

Then, the “fun” stuff started. On a typical day,
we would get up early in the morning for physical
training (PT). PT usually consisted of calisthenics
and a mile run. As first sergeant, my job was to
work alongside the command chief master ser-
geant, demonstrating the exercises and leading the
run each day.

“The North Dakota
Army National
Guard pilot took us
up over Devil’s Lake
and around over the
airport while doing
some pretty extreme

»

maneuvers.’
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Perspective
Continued . . .

Encampment
Continued from page 16 . . .

the session.

The next activity was Black Hawk helicopter
rides. There isn’t much to explain about this one,
except that it was an awe-inspiring experience
and it was a ton of fun. The North Dakota Army
National Guard pilot took us up over Devil’s Lake
and around over the airport while doing some
pretty extreme maneuvers.

The final activity we did was the rappelling
tower. It was a 35-foot tower that we had to build
our own harnesses to rappel down. It was an
exhilarating experience that I will never forget.

Over all, encampment was a fun experience
for me, and I gained so many valuable leadership
skills that will help me along in my CAP career.
One thing I learned was that you need to keep your
wits about you and be ready for any situation that
could be thrown at you. I definitely plan on going
back as staff next year. &

Cadet Second Lieutenant Brandon West
is the cadet executive officer at the Sioux
Falls Composite Squadron.

Sometimes the toughest part of encampment is staying
awalke in class after an exciting day of rappelling or
helicopter rides. Photo by Cadet 2nd Lt. Brandon West.

Then, a week of intense education and training
culminated in a competition among the flights
for top honors. The cadets were graded on every
aspect of their performance: teamwork, inspection
results, problem-solving ability, physical fitness,
aerospace knowledge, drill and ceremonies,
and all the facets of leadership. The winner was
Alpha Flight, under the command of Cadet st
Lt. Gunner LeFebvre from the S.D. Wing’s Crazy
Horse Mountain Composite Squadron.

Ten days and then it was over.

For some, too soon—for others, not soon enough.
But lasting friendships were forged or renewed,
valuable lessons were learned, and personal limits
were tested and exceeded.

Lieutenant Colonel B. T. Marking recalled his
daughter’s reaction after her first Camp Grafton
experience. She said, “Dad, it was the worst week
of my life — and I can’t wait to go back.” So, mark
your calendar for July of 2014 and don’t miss the
next encampment at Camp Grafton. &

- Lieutenant Colonel B.T. Marking is the
S.D. Wing’s regional coordinator and
was the senior member in charge of the
2012 encampment.
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CAP Provides Wings Over Lifelight

By Lt. Col. Rick Larson
South Dakota Wing

Members of the South Dakota Civil Air Patrol
were busy over the Labor Day 2012 weekend
assisting the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Department.
The mission: eyes in the skies over the Lifelight
Christian music festival.

Colonel John Seten, S.D. Wing commander,
said the CAP was helping the local law enforce-
ment agencies as part of a training mission that
employs the latest airborne technologies.

“We look for missions that fulfill a dual role-
-providing our crews with opportunities to stay

Date: 02SEP12 TOT: 2313Z
Location:

Latitude: N043 19.860 / Longitude: W096 43.290

Object:

One of the South Dakota Wing’s Cessna 182s flies over
the Lifelight music festival Labor Day weekend near
Worthing, S.D. Submitted photo.

A nearly top down view of the Lifelight music festival as processed into the ARGUS system following the mission.

Submitted photo.
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Spidertracks provides a near real time look at where aircraft are at any given time.

sharp in advance of emergen-
cies,” said Col. Seten.

“Real time aircraft track-
ing, airborne photography,
and interoperable communica-
tions were all used during these
flights,” said 1st Lt. Neil Schmid,
the Sioux Falls Composite
Squadron’s project officer.

The SPIDERTRACKS track-
ing system allowed CAP officials
to monitor the location of the
assigned aircraft every minute of
their flight.

“Real time aircraft
tracking, airborne
photography, and
interoperable
communications were
all used during these
flights,” said Ist Lt. Neil
Schmid, the Sioux Falls
Composite Squadron’s
project officer.
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Off we go, into the wild biue yonder! But first, a photo. Crewmembers for
one of the Labor Day weekend Lifelight flights posses in front of one of the
South Dakota Wing’s Cessna 182s. From left to right, Lt. Col. Rick Larson,
2nd Lt. Vinnie Brown, and Capt. Matt Meert. Photo by 1st Lt. Neil Schmid,
Sioux Falls Composite Squadron.

“Use of this system is a huge step forward in ensuring our crew
safety as well as allowing CAP commanders a chance to view alti-
tude, airspeed and heading for our planes during operations,” said Lt.
Col. Rick Larson, the wing’s vice commander.

Twelve CAP personnel flew and arranged the three flights Friday
through Sunday to aid in traffic control and crowd safety. This was
the fifth year that the S.D. Wing has assisted during the event, which
is billed as the largest festival of its type in the United States. g

. Lieutenant Colonel Rick Larson is vice commander of the
South Dakota Wing.



West River Squadrons Promote CAP at
Hills Alive Festival

By Capt. David Small
Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron

and

2nd Lt. Dani Black
Rushmore Composite Squadron

Three squadrons from
western South Dakota were
participated in the annual Hills
Alive Christian music festival
held at Memorial Park by the
convention center in Rapid
City this summer.

The Rushmore, Crazy Horse
and Lookout Mountain Composite
Squadrons sent members who
staffed a CAP booth centrally
located between the lake and the
flagpole. Twelve cadets and six
senior members gave up their
weekend to assist. Major Craig
Goodrich, commander of the
Rushmore Composite Squadron,
coordinated the activities.

Passersby commented on how
sharp CAP cadets looked in their
dress blue uniforms. Even with hundred-degree
heat and the occasional thunderstorm, cadets
managed to be the best-dressed teens at the event.
Many concert goers stopped by the CAP booth to
engage cadets and senior members in discussions
ranging from reminiscing by retired Air Force
servicemen to parents asking how CAP can teach
their teenagers to develop into responsible adults.

Fifteen concertgoers were interested enough to
leave contact information and two of the new contacts
even attended the Rushmore Composite Squadron’s
annual family picnic several weeks later.

The annual Hills Alive Christian Music fes-
tival has burgeoned in recent years from a small
local gathering of Christian music aficionados
to a regional event that draws tens of thousands
of people from South Dakota and neighboring

Senior members and cadets from the three Black Hills region squadrons
pose in front of the CAP booth at the Hills Alive event in Rapid City.
Submitted photo.

states. Headliners this year included Toby Mac
and Mercy Me. Though Hills Alive is a Christian
event, it is open to everyone and actively promotes
civic responsibility and healthy lifestyles.

CAP’s messages of drug abstinence, com-
munity service, and leadership to young people
resonated with many attendees who seek to find
wholesome activities for young people. e

-
a

Captain David Small, Jr. is commander of
the Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron
in Spearfish.

Second Lieutenant Dani Black is the

Rushmore Composite Squadron’s public
affairs officer in Rapid City.
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CAP Radio Stuff: Part |
A Passion Is Born

By Ist Lt. William Collister
South Dakota Wing

Editor’s note: When you think of radios in the South Dakota Wing, you think of Ist Lt. William Collister,
the S.D. Wing’s communications officer. In this.first.of two.parts, Lst Lt. Collister talks about how he
became.interested in radios as a youngster and the early strides. in CAP. commumcarwns In-Part II, he

discusses'more recent innovations that will assist the wing's commut

In 1968, Cadet Collister. 686711, realized
there was more-to-the Civil Air Patrol than just
aerospace education-It-was-a time.where one
didn’t turn around and go back home to retrieve
the errant cell phone that is so prominent on most
everyone’s person today.

If you missed a call on the phone, you didn’t
worry. If it was important they’d call back. Only
some businesses had answering machines. We
didn’t tweet, we whistled to ourselves. We had
face time with our acquaintances in the lunch hall
or walking home after school.

What there was, however, was a method to talk
to a select group at various times without the face
time or the wired telephone. It was two-way radio.

CAP had its own frequencies that no one else
had. It was our very own private line. We had
special coded names known as call signs that
indicated if we were a base station, mobile or even
in an airplane!

“I still remember being
able to “open-up” a

repeater by whistling a

tone into the microphone.

2

To a junior high aged kid, this was a neat
club to belong to! This was real Star Trekkie at
the time, since that was one of our favorite new
shows. Technology was coming on real strong.

Some of us were interested in pursuing this par
of CAP. We would work part-time jobs to buy our
own radio.systems that could use these privileged
frequencies, and in turn, gain permissions to use
them with our own assigned call signs.

We were able to use these radios officially
on practice searches as well as RedCAPS. To
get real good with them and sound profes-
sional we even had our own schedule of radio

at
poivitdi™?
W
W

e

Any time there is a major mission or SAREX, the South
Dakota Wing can depend upon Ist Lt. William Collister
to provide much needed communications expertise. In
this photo Ist Lt. Collister operates a radio in one of the
S.D. Wing’s vans during the search for Cadet Justin
Lewis this summer in the Black Hills. Photo by Lt. Col.
B.T. Marking, South Dakota Wing.

25



networks. As we gained the
confidence of the squadron
commander, we were allowed
to run these nets among cadets
only. This was quite a source
of pride.

We took time out from some
of our social activities to be net
control or to check-in when it
wasn’t our turn, then return to

our social event. We maintained
log sheets, even if we were

operating from a walkie-talkie
or a car, for practice.

Later, we obtained citizen
band licenses and used these
radios for more than what they were bought
for and started finding a whole new world “out
there”. We were introduced to radios with names
like Galaxy and Heathkit Hot-Water 18s as well
as some Army surplus radios whose names were
always some string of numbers.

We were bitten. I was bitten so badly, that I
chose electronics as my field of endeavor.

As CAP communications grew, different kinds
of radios were introduced. These used a retrans-
mission device that allowed them to be used reli-
ably over longer distances. Thus, an introduction
to repeaters was made.

I still remember being able to “open-up” a
repeater by whistling a tone into the microphone.
These new radios were like the ones that public
service as well as the amateur radio community
used. These radios had some “trophy” value as
they were carried and we know they signified that
we were still part of a specialized group or club.

The other radios were still around as well.
Added to the HW-18s were Kenwoods, Icoms
and Micoms. Mostly these were base stations, as
they required longer and more difficult antennas to
work right. A lot has changed over the years, but a
lot has stayed the same.

Gone are the cobbled together repeaters, as we
have replaced them with more sustainable com-
mercial units. Today, we are blessed with federal
funding toward the purchase of much of our
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A Heathkit HW-18, an early radio that Ist Lt. William Collister used to hone
his communications skills.

durable equipment: aircraft, vehicles, computers
and radio systems. We have VHF FM radios in our
headquarters, vehicles and aircraft. We can reliably
contact members within the range of our repeaters,
not only in South Dakota, but nationwide.

Actually mailing paperwork for promotions
or administrative purposes is gone, thanks to
our paperless requirements following the Air
Force’s lead. What is missing is that enthusiasm
for radio usage because we have other conve-
nient means to contact each other: cell phones,
email, Facebook, etc.

So what do we need this old radio technology
for today? &

Editor’s note: In Part 11, 1st Lt. Collister answers
his own question.

First Lieutenant William Collister is the
South Dakota Wing's communications
officer.




Pride on the Prairie 2012 Air Shew:
“Attract, Tell our Story and Recruit”

By Lt. Col. Gary Rae
South Dakota Wing

“There will be 150,000 attending the Pride on
the Prairie 2012 Air Show. Let Civil Air Patrol
ATTRACT them to our aircraft and tent, TELL
THE STORY of the CAP Mission, and RECRUIT
new members into CAP’s seventy year history,”
said Chaplain Gary W. Rae, lieutenant colonel
and point of contact from the CAP to the Air
National Guard and Pride on the Prairie 2012 Air
Show committee.

The Sioux Falls Composite Squadron has
helped with four of the Sioux Falls air shows over
12 years with easy, off base, parking lot duties.
But because members of the ANG security team
had been deployed months before, our assistance
on base this year would help bolster their security
forces, serve the air show and by directing the
public at bus drop off areas, safely directing buses
along special routes and providing safe and secure
passage of the walk-on public to the air show.

Blue on blue into the blue. A United States Air Force F-
22 Raptor sits ready at dusk for its big day at the Sioux
Falls Air Show. Photo by Cadet Capt. Elizabeth Foy,
Sioux Falls Composite Squadron.

Cadet Captains Elizabeth Foy and Jordan Flesner of
the Sioux Falls Composite Squadron pose with two of
the United States Air Force’s F-22 Raptor pilots at the
Sioux Falls Air Show. Photo by Cadet Airman Aubrey
Johnson, Sioux Falls Composite Squadron.

The change in mission over scorching hot
days in July would explode into an effort that now
involved squadrons from Worthington, Minnesota,
Spearfish, Pierre, Brooking, Aberdeen and Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, as we worked side by side with
the National Guard. Over seventy seniors and cadets
made their presence known over three days.

Our CAP aircraft flew flights earlier that week
to provide the U.S. Navy’s Blue Angels flying
team with accurate runway photos that would
mark their precision flights later that week. During
the air show, the crowd was directed to wave and
smile as we flew down the runway taking crowd
photos to help with future shows.

At our information tent, our Drug Demand
Reduction officer demonstrated our program,
showing the negative effects of drugs and alcohol
through the use of special goggles. CAP members
took turns telling the story of their organization,
explaining our sophisticated aircraft, including
the GA-8 Gippsland equipped ARCHER and the
Garmin 1000 glass cockpit in our Cessna 182.
Interested adults and youth received brochures and
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CAP aircraft strut their stuff at the air show too! A
Minnesota Wing GA-8 Gippsland Airvan equipped with
ARCHER (Airborne Real-time Cueing Hyperspectral
Enhanced Reconnaissance) parks next to the South
Dakota Wing’s G-1000 glass cockpit equipped Cessna
182. Photo by Cadet Airman Aubrey Johnson, Sioux
Falls Composite Squadron.

After a long hot day on the tarmac, cadets relax while
an Australian International Air Cadet Exchange cadet
shows how they salute. Photo by Cadet Airman Aubrey
Johnson, Sioux Falls Composite Squadron.

registered to receive more information from our
recruitment team.

But it was not all work and 100 degree tem-
peratures. Earlier that week, members had a special
briefing with an F-22 Raptor pilot and team, attended
a special showing of the IMAX film, “Fighter
Pilot,” presented free to the CAP at the Wells Fargo
Cinedome Theatre. The ANG provided a shady place
on Friday’s Blue Angel practice session for the CAP
to see the show. Members also had off duty times to
walk the tarmac to see heritage planes, such as the
B-25 and P-38, all the way up to the fly by wire F-22,
the Harrier, a B-2 fly-by and more.

IACE (International Air Cadet Exchange) mem-
bers from Japan and Australia were hosted by CAP
as they enjoyed the show and shared differences in
cadet programs, honor guard and saluting.

During our primary mission of assisting the
Air Guard, CAP built teamwork with other units,
established new friendships and practiced skills of
organizing, leadership, communications training

Lieutenant Colonel Linda Buechler, S.D. Wing Drug
Demand Reduction officer, helps demonstrate to a
youngster through the use of “Fatal Vision” goggles
during the air show how alcohol can affect balance.
Photo by Cadet Airman Aubrey Johnson, Sioux Falls
Composite Squadron.

Chaplain Lt. Col. Gary Rae, the Smux F. aﬂ.’s Composite
Squadron’s project officer for the Sioux Falls Air Show,
briefs cadets and senior members from across the region
prior to the start of the event. Photo by Cadet Airman
Aubrey Johnson, Sioux Falls Composite Squadron.

and showing off CAP pride and professionalism.

Though temperatures were at black flag condi-
tions, our teams performed well, stayed safe, well
hydrated and protected from the sun. They earned
the praise and respect of the public, and especially
the Air National Guard, for their discipline. respect,
professionalism and competent completion of the
tasks assigned.

We attracted attention to an otherwise quiet
group of first responding volunteers and we told
the story. In the days ahead we hope to bear the
fruit of recruitment and provide new stories and
history to be shared in the 2015 Air show. 8

Chaplain Lt. Col. Gary Rae is a long-
time CAP member and the South Dakota
Wing’s chaplain.

29



RAPID CITY POLICE DEPT.
We support the C.A.P. in their efforts towards air
safety... for we too, are commited to the people,

traditions, and diversity of our city.

Rapid City
South Dakota
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Kahler REALTORS®
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Bruce Curington
Bruce is a native of Texas who spent over 24 years in
the U.S. Air Force.

As a Realtor for the past twenty years, Bruce offers
his clients experience, dedicated service, honesty, and
integrity.

I would like to salute the Civil Air Patrol for their hard
work and dedication to search and rescue, Great Job!
800-658-5550 or 605-343-7500
2401 W, Main St., Rapid City
www.BruceCurington.com
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. You Can Go
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Start your Flight Training your 1t Semester!
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Commercial, Certified Flight Instructor, Multi-engine,
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Flight Training provided at:
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International Professional Co-ed Aviation Fraternity.
For information call 605-688-4366

Web site: www.sdstate.edu/cs/programs/aviation.cfm

College of Education and Human Sciences
Box 2275A, Wagner Hall 229, Brookings, SD 57007

Safety and efficiency are critical
in Emergency Services Programs.
We are proud to support the
lifesaving work of The Civil Air Patrol.
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NASA astronaut poses with members of the color
guard. Photo by Lt. Col. Linda Buechler, South Dakota
Wing.

Cadet color guard members of the Pierre Composite
and Crazy Horse Mountain Composite Squadrons
presented and retreated the colors before and after
astronaut Story Musgrave’s presentation at the
Badlands Astronomy Festival. Photo by Lt. Col. Linda
Buechler, South Dakota Wing.

The “Stars” Come Out at the Badlands
Astronomy Festival

By Lt. Col. Linda Buechler
South Dakota Wing

The South Dakota Space Consortium presented
the first annual Badlands Astronomy Festival
August 17-19, 2012, at the National Badlands
Park near Interior, S.D. Lt. Col. Linda Buechler,
the S.D. Wing’s drug demand reduction officer,
held a DDR booth at the festival, which was well
attended by participants.

Squadrons from Pierre and Custer also attended
the Astronomy Festival and participated in DDR as
well as the weekend activities. The highlight for the
two squadrons was being asked to do color guard
honors prior to and after NASA astronaut Story
Musgrave’s seminar. The cadets also camped as a
group at the Badlands National Park.

Activities focused on the night sky as a
resource of the park. Guest speakers included key-
note speaker, Story Musgrave; “The City Dark™
filmmaker, Ian Cheney; Mercury MESSENGER
Mission project manager, Mark Kochte; DUSEL
nuclear physicist, Dr. Peggy Norris; dakotalaspe.
com videographer, Randy Halverson: Bryce
Canyon “Dark Ranger,” Kevin Poe; and author
and musician, Dr. Fiorella Terenzi.

The DDR program featured “Fatal Vision™

goggles and throwing magnetic darts at a dartboard
or walking a line while wearing them. Participants
also received “Red Ribbons,” DDR stickers, DDR
display boards, DDR pamphlets, DDR tattoos, and
DDR drug kit. Many adults were amazed to see
what youths put into their bodies to get the “high”
they receive from drugs.

From this activity, Lt. Col. Buechler has
been asked to present a DDR program to a youth
program at Lakota College as well as to a college
class at Killian College. An adult escorting twenty
teenagers recognized CAP for what it does with
youth and had Lt. Col. Buechler speak to the group
about the opportunities within CAP. The group
not only participated in the DDR courses but also
plans to check into joining CAP.

Lieutenant Colonel Buechler has also been
asked to have a booth at next year’s Badlands
Astronomy Festival. &

Lieutenant Colonel Linda Buechler is
a long-time member of the CAP and the
S.D. Wing's DDR officer.
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Commander’s

Comments
Continued from page 7 . . .

in the form of new membership.
I know the Sioux Falls Air Show
was expecting around 165,000
people and the Hills Alive event
estimated around 37,000 in
attendance.

I have formed a new commit-
tee, the Technology Committee,
to improve our website, social
media and any other type of
technology we can put to use in
our wing. Shannon Hofer of the
Brookings squadron is heading
it up and I look forward to some
great things from them. I will
also be forming a recruiting and
retention committee to help in
those areas.

Recently I had the privilege
to assist in the awarding of South
Dakota’s tenth Spaatz Award
to Cadet Col. William Small.
Major General Tim Reisch, the
Adjutant General for the State of
South Dakota, was the presenter.
What a great ceremony and
what a great accomplishment for
Cadet Col. Small. I look forward
to more Spaatz award winners in
the future.

Going forward, let’s join
together to make this organi-
zation even stronger than it
is today. There will be some
unique training opportunities
in FY 13 that we have not seen
in the past, so pitch in, show
up at our wing activities, and
most of all, HAVE FUN and
BE SAFE!! 8
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Philip’s Windy Aerospace
Weekend Glides to
Success

By Col. Mike Beason
South Dakota Wing

Philip once again hosted a successful Civil Air Patrol train-
ing weekend August 3-4, 2012. Eleven cadets and 23 adults from
across the state braved the blustery winds to avail themselves of the
opportunity to enjoy Philip’s hospitality.

Major Lee and 1st Lt. Roberta Vaughan and Capt. Marsha Sumpter
from the Philip Flight joined four members from the Pierre squadron:
Jon Becker and his children, Cadets Hannah and Evan, and Lt. Col.
Myra Christensen. Other squadrons attending were from Sioux Falls,
Custer, Rapid City, and Spearfish.

The Becker cadets were among the young members given orien-
tation rides in the Black Hills Soaring Club’s Schweitzer 2-22 glider.
Lieutenant Colonel Gary Hewett from the Rushmore Composite
Squadron (RCS) piloted the glider. Also from the RCS, 1st Lt. Marty
Larson towed the glider into the sky with one of the S.D. Wing’s
Cessna 182s.

As the increasing winds began to make glider flights
impossible, CAP members turned to search and rescue training
and orientation rides in the wing’s Cessna 172 and 182 aircraft.
Colonel Mike Beason, mission incident commander, launched an
aircraft for a training mission. Major Craig Goodrich from the RCS
piloted it, with SM Jon Becker and 2nd Lt. Andy Tate filling out
the crew.

The ground team was lead by Capt. Brian Sharp. The second
mission, a photo opportunity over the Conata Basin south of the
Badlands, was launched with Lt. Col. Christensen at the controls.

Meanwhile, Maj. Vaughan was in his favorite element — the
flight line — ensuring the safety of the wing’s cadets. Captain
Sumpter supported the logistics for the busy weekend activities.

Also during the weekend, 1st Lt. William Collister, wing direc-
tor of communications, Lt. Col. Dave Jefferies and 1st Lt. Vaughan
upgraded the squadrons’ radios.

All in all, it was a very fun, busy exercise with much accom-
plished and old acquaintances renewed. &

W Colonel Mike Beason is a former commander of the S.D.
Wing and currently the wing’s director of finance.
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