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Nasty November Weather Doesn't Stop 
Search for Plane 

On one of the first wintry days 
of the season, the South Dakota and 
the Nebraska wings of the Civil Air 
Patrol searched for-and found-a 
missing aircraft. 

The morning of Nov. 21, 2010, 
the Air Force Rescue Coordination 
Center (AFRCC) first activated 
the South Dakota Wing then the 
Nebraska Wing to look for a light 
plane that was supposedly headed 
from Chamberlain, S.D., to the 
Millard Airport near Omaha, Neb. 

The AFRCC did not pick up 
an electronic locator transmit­
ter (ELT) from the Piper PA-24 
Comanche. The plane was over­
due, prompting the search. The 
South Dakota Wing then launched 
a search plane with aircrew from 
Sioux Falls. The South Dakota 
Wing also dispatched ground 
teams from squadrons in Sioux 
Falls, Brookings and Pierre. CAP 

By Capt. Todd Epp 
South Dakota Wing 

Lt. Col. Rick Larson, deputy 
operations officer for the South 
Dakota Wing during the search 
for the missing aircraft Nov. 22, 
2010, is about to be interviewed 
by KDLT-TV reporter/anchor 
Krystle Kacner. Lt. Col. Larson 
was one of the public information 
officers for the mission. Photo by 
Capt. Todd Epp. 

members from Sioux Falls, Pierre and Rapid City 
also assisted in coordinating the response. 

Initial reports suggested the plane had followed 
Interstate 90 east from Chamberlain to Sioux Falls, 
then turned south down 1-29 to Omaha. The plane 
left Chamberlain about 5 p.m. Nov. 20. 

Late afternoon Nov. 21, the Nebraska Wing 
located the plane near Stanton, Neb., about 11 
miles east of Norfolk. The plane was located 
along a direct path from Chamberlain to Omaha. 
Unfortunately, there were no survivors. 

uted to the crash, but as of press 
time the National Transportation 
Safety Board, which is investigat­
ing the crash, had not issued its 
report. Authorities also believe the 
plane crashed about 7:30 or 8 p.m. 
Nov. 20. 

According to press reports, the 
search parties were able to locate 
the plane after one of the men tried 
to activate a cell phone following 
the crash. Authorities determined 
that the phone's signal bounced off 
a signal tower near Norfolk, then 
used that information to narrow the 
search area. 

More than 50 senior members 
and cadets from the two wings 
gave up school, work and family 
obligations to look for the missing 
plane and passengers. The weather 
in the region was cold, snowy and 
blustery, with some areas of the 
search area in a ground blizzard. 

The victims were Steven R. Schmillen, 63, 
of Elkhorn, Neb., and David Erik Radke, 44, of 
Charlotte, N.C. Schmillen is believed to have 
been the pilot. The men were returning from a 
pheasant hunt. 

The missing aircraft was found by the Nebraska Wing 
the afternoon of Nov. 22, 2010 northeast of Stanton, 
Nebraska in the northeast corner of the state. Graphic: 

Authorities believe icing may have contrib- Public domain map from the U.S. Census Bureau. 
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Busy, Busy, Busy: Lookout Mountain's 
Active 2010 

C/Capt. William Small 
Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron 

Editor's note: If you want to know what a 
busy squadron looks like, look no farther than 
Spearfish. The following review of the Lookout 
Mountain Composite Squadron's activities in 2010 
is the first in a series of articles featuring the South 
Dakota Wing's local squadrons. 

Looking back on the year 2010, even though 
we are a small squadron, we still accomplished 
numerous goals and objectives in 2010. Cadets 
promoted and earned ground team member (GTM) 
levels along with doing aerospace projects. Cadets 
also attended several wing SAREXs and training 
at the squadron. Some members also went on a real 
search. Over the course of the year, we have lost 

When we 
arrived at 

the incident 
command post, 
we were briefed 

and went out 
to search 

the woman's 
neighborhood. 
After we were 
searching for a 
while, a farmer 

checking his 
field found the 
elderly woman. 

some members but have 
also gained some new 
ones and we continue 
to grow. 

Below is a month by 
month list of our squad­
ron's highlights. Some 
of the months not much 
major happened but 
cadets performed acti vi­
ti es such as taking tests 
and practicing drill. 

JANUARY 
In January, we 

received a call early one 
morning that we were 
needed for a real search 
in Rapid City. An elderly 
woman had wandered off 
from her house around 
1 a.m. and had not 
returned. Three people 

from our squadron were able to assist. Some other 
cadets and seniors from the Rushmore Composite 
Squadron were also there. 

When we arrived at the incident command 
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LMCS cadets work on their paper airplane AEX 
project Apr. 1, 2010. Pictured left to right: Lt. Col. Leo 
Becht, C/AlC Ethan Bennett, C/2nd Lt. David Small 
and C/SSgt. Rabecca Lauer. Photo by C/lst Lt. William 
Small. 

post, we were briefed and went out to search the 
woman's neighborhood. After we were searching 
for a while, a farmer checking his field found the 
elderly woman. Unfortunately, she was dead. If the 
farmer had not been there, in about five minutes, 
we would have found her. 

FEBRUARY 
C/2nd Lt. David Small attended the 2010 Civic 

Leadership Academy (CLA) in Washington, D.C. 
This was Cadet Small's first national activity. 
When he arrived home, he said he really enjoyed 
it and did a presentation at a squadron meeting 
about some of his activities. He also wrote an 
article about it that was published in the previous 
issue of Roundup. 

MARCH 
During the meetings in March, cadets worked 

on building rockets for the Titan Rocketry Award. 
Three cadets later got to launch their rockets. Titan 
is the second phase towards getting the rocketry 
award which allows cadets to wear a pin on their 



dress blues. Phase one of the program was com­
pleted the year before. 

APRIL 
In the month of April nothing significant hap­

pened. Several cadets took tests for promotions 
and we did an aerospace education excellence 
(AEX) project. 

MAY 
C/CMSgt. William Small attended the wing 

Cadet Leadership Academy at Camp Rapid as an 
instructor. While there, he taught a class on the 
duties and responsibilities of an NCO. He also 
assisted in other classes and functions. He attended 
two of these activities in the past and enjoyed 
being on the teaching side this time. Cadet Small 
highly recommends that all cadets try to attend this 
program at least once. 

Later in May, Cadet William Small earned 
his Mitchell award! He enjoys being an officer 
now and hopes to encourage other cadets to get 
their Mitchell. 

JUNE 
Early in June, Cadet Adam Szymanski earned 

the Wright Brothers award to become an NCO. 
Because of this promotion and an expressed inter­
est, he was later assigned to be flight sergeant. 

Also in June, four people, 1st Lt. David Small, 
C/2nd Lt. David Small, C/2nd Lt. William Small, 
and C/SSgt. Rabecca Lauer manned a booth at the 
Spearfish Emergency Preparedness Fair. While 
there, we also got a chance to look at other exhibits 
and had a good time. 

June was a busy month-we had one more big 
change at our squadron. The squadron command 
changed from Major Rodney Deweese to 1st Lt. 
David Small. We had a ceremony for the change 
of command. 

JULY 
When C/lst Lt. David Small applied for CLA 

he also applied for the Engineering Academy at 
Auburn University in Alabama. He was accepted. 
He enjoyed this activity. Among other things, he 
designed and built an airfoil that he tested in a 
wind tunnel. He also went to Maxwell AFB and 

Members of the Lookout Mountain Composite 
Squadron participated in the an emergency 
preparedness fair in June 2010. Pictured left to right 
with the squadron flag: 1st Lt. David Small, C/lst Lt. 
David Small and C/lst Lt. William Small. 

saw the Civil Air Patrol headquarters. 

AUGUST 
In this month, C/SSgt. Rabecca Lauer was 

given an opportunity. Since the cadet commander 
was gone on a trip, she was assigned to run a couple 
of meetings. Running a meeting is a good experi­
ence for NCOs. NCOs must start learning how to 
plan since they will need that skill someday. 

SEPTEMBER 
During this month some cadets took tests for 

promotions and did an AEX project. 

OCTOBER 
Five people, 1st Lt. David Small, C/lst Lt. 

David Small, C/lst Lt. William Small, C/SSgt. 
Adam Szymanski, and C/AlC Ethan Bennett 
attended the wing SAREX in Custer. Training from 
this exercise was used towards getting these cadets 
further GTM qualified. C/lst Lt. David Small is 
working on getting the requirements for ground 
team leader (GTL) but won't be able to attain it 
until he is 18. C/lst Lt. William Small wrote a 
press release about the SAREX and submitted it to 
a newspaper the following week. 
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NOVEMBER 
Five people, 1st Lt. 

David Small, C/lst Lt. 
David Small, C/lst Lt. 
William Small, C/SSgt. 
Rabecca Lauer, and Cl 
Arnn Antoine Bedard, 
attended the Rapid City 
SAREX. This SAREX 
provided cadets more 
training for GTM and 
also experience in find­
ing a training beacon 
in the prairie- which 
is easier than finding 
one in the Black Hills. 

LMCS cadets participated in the Cadet Leadership 
Academy in Rapid City in May 2010. At the front 
of the classroom, C/Capt. Kendra Lauer teaches a 
course. Photo by C/lst Lt. William Small. 

School asked the Civil 
Air Patrol to come make 
a presentation. One of 
the cadets in our squad­
ron once belonged to this 
JROTC. Three members 
of our squadron went and 
did four one-hour presen­
tations to four different 
groups. So far, one per­
son from that JROTC has 
visited our squadron and 
submitted his application. 
He plans to bring more 
friends to CAP. 

Since there was a 
Members also got a rare 
opportunity to work with a dog team. Several 
cadets would go hide and the dog would find them. 
C/lst Lt. William Small took pictures and wrote a 
press release which was submitted to a newspaper 
the following week. 

June was a busy month-we 
had one more big change at 
our squadron. The squadron 

command changed from 
Major Rodney Deweese to 1st 

Lt. David Small. We had a 
ceremony for the change 

of command. 

In early November, C/lst Lt. David Small 
took his first powered solo flight. He had earned 
a flight scholarship the previous year and had 
been taking flying lessons. Doing this earned him 
his solo wings which he can now wear on his 
uniform. The wing commander, along with other 
people, was there to witness the event. Cadet 
Small plans on continuing his training to earn his 
private pilot's license. 

Earlier in the year the sergeant in charge 
of the Marine JROTC at Sturgis Brown High 

stated interest, 1st Lt. 
William Collister provided advanced radio train­
ing (ACUT). This took place on the Sunday after 
Thanksgiving and was attended by Col. Leo Becht, 
1st Lt. David Small, C/lst Lt. David Small, C/lst 
Lt. William Small, C/SSgt. Adam Szymanski, and 
C/AlC Ethan Bennett. 

DECEMBER 
C/SSgt. Adam Szymanski successfully com­

pleted all the requirements for GTM3 and GTM2. 
He now has his 101 card which shows what he is 
qualified in. The training at the Custer SAREX 
helped him to attain these qualifications. 

Cadet David Small successfully earned the 
Earhart A ward. The Earhart A ward is a big accom­
plishment in the CAP cadet program. He is the first 
Cadet Captain in our squadron in recent history. 
The Earhart A ward lets cadets change over to a 
senior member as a first lieutenant. 

Throughout the year, cadets also have been 
maintaining and updating a squadron website with 
a schedule and other CAP info on it. We also have 
done more AEX projects than are listed above. We 
hope with the coming year to do more great things 
and make our squadron grow! 

C/Capt. William Small is the cadet 
commander and the assistant public 
affairs officer at the Lookout Mountain 
Composite Squadron in Spearfish, 
S.D. 
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By C/Capt. William Small 
Lookout Mountain 
Composite Squadron 

Not going to the dogs but with the dogs! At the Rapid City SAREX held 
Nov. 6, 2010, CAP members had the unique opportunity to work with 
a dog search team. Pictured from left to right: C/lst Lt. David Small, 
C/lst Lt. William Small, C/SSgt. Issac Rosby, 1st Lt. Brian Sharp and 
C/SSgt. Benjamin Johannsen. Running in the background is C/Amn Levi 
Woodard. Photo by 1st Lt. David Small. 

The beautiful Black Hills of South Dakota 
was the venue for two South Dakota Wing 
search and rescue training exercises (SAREX) in 
the fall of 2010. 

On Oct. 23, 2010, the South Dakota Wing 
conducted training at the Custer County Airport in 
the southern Hills. 

Cadets received both instruction and field 
experience in locating a training electronic loca­
tion transmitter (ELT) beacon, conducted a line 
search and operated radios. Several members also 
received training to become Ground Team Leader 
(GTL) qualified. After the exercises the cadets 
participated in drill practice. 

Approximately forty Civil Air Patrol mem­
bers attended this activity from squadrons around 
the state. 

A few weeks later, the Wing conducted training 
Nov. 6, 2010, at the Rapid City Regional Airport. 

Cadets operate radio direction finding equipment at 
the Custer SAREX on Oct. 23, 2010. Left to right: 

Once again, cadets received instruction and 
field experience in locating a training ELT beacon, 
conducting a line search and operating radios. 
Cadets also received a bonus and got to work with 
a K-9 team with two search and rescue dogs. 

C/SSgt. Benjamin Johannsen, C/AlC Ethan Bennett, 
C/SSgt. Adam Szymanski, Cl Arnn Levi Woodard, and 
C/lst Lt. William Small. Photo by 1st Lt. David Small. 
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LEFT: Cadets from the Rapid City, 
Spearfish, and Custer squadrons 
prepare to work with a dog team at 
the Rapid City SAREX. Photo by 1st 
Lt. David Small. 

Cadets unload from the Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron van inside 
Custer State Park during the Custer SAREX. Pictured left to right: C/lst 
Lt. William Small, C/lst Lt. David Small, C/SSgt. Adam Szymanski, C/AlC 
Ethan Bennett, C/SSgt. Benjamin Johannsen. Photo by 1st Lt. David Small. 

C/lst Lt. William Small and 
C/Amn Levi Woodard use 
both the old and new DF units 
at the Custer SAREX. Photo 
by 1st Lt. David Small. 

C/lst Lt. William Small, C/lst Lt. David Small, C/ Arnn 
Antoine Bedard, and C/SSgt. Benjamin Johannsen work 
with a direction finder at the Rapid City SAREX. Photo 
by 1st Lt. David Small. 

At Rapid City SAREX, there was a practice 
beacon hidden in a field. Two ground team 
vans with the help of an airplane were able to 
work together to quickly find the beacon in a 
pasture north of Caputa. After the beacon had 
been recovered, cadets practiced missing person 
searches, integrating K-9 search units. The 
search dogs can greatly reduce the time it takes 
to find a missing person. 

Approximately fifteen CAP members attended 
this activity from squadrons around the state. 

C/Capt. William Small is the cadet 
commander and the assistant public 
affairs officer at Lookout Mountain 
Composite Squadron in Spearfish, 
S.D. S 
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CAP's Core Values Build 
our Foundation of Success 

By Ch., Lt. Col. Gary Rae 
South Dakota Wing 

When I visited the Holy Lands, we went to Caesarea on the shore 
of the Mediterranean Sea. Herod (74 to 4 BCE) had built a great city 
here using his talents as an engineer and architect. 

A normal practice of the times was to build a new civilization upon 
the ruins of a former culture using the stones from those destroyed 
buildings. We visited the ruins of a great cathedral that was built on 
top of one such demolished building. However, before completion, it 

Ch, Lt. Col. Gary Rae is the South 
Dakota Wing chaplain. He is 
also the pastor of the Harrisburg 
United Methodist Church in 
Harrisburg, S.D. 

Part of Civil Air Patrol's core values is placing others 
before yourself. Here, C/2nd Lt. Levi Adema of the 
Aberdeen Composite Squadron patiently explains a 
drill maneuver to C/Amn Shadow Blair while C/Amn 
Nicole Schneider stands at attention at the 2010 Joint 
Dakotas Leadership Encampment at Camp Grafton, 
N.D. C/2nd Lt. Adema, a flight officer, worked 
tirelessly as the leader of Charlie Flight, doing 
everything from finishing the guidon to teaching 
jodies to washing cadets' clothing during the wee 
hours of the morning. Photo by Capt. Todd Epp. 

fell into a hole! 
They had failed to see how solid the foundation was 
beneath their new church! A few feet below their 
foundation was a great hole left from the destruction 
of an even earlier structure. 

The same thing can happen to us when we do not 
have a solid foundation of values within us to support us 
when the weight of the world's temptations are encoun­
tered. In the Civil Air Patrol we have core values out of 
which we are called to serve. Without them we can fall 
into the hole of worldly values and temptations. 

Those Core Values are: Integrity, Volunteer 
Service, Excellence and Respect. 

INTEGRITY is the cornerstone without which 
none of the others can work. It's about accountabil­
ity, responsibility, the courage to do the right thing, 
seeking justice and respecting yourself as much as 
you respect others. It's who we are on the inside that 
always reveals itself on the outside. You can't fake 
integrity. People of integrity do the right thing even 
when no one else is watching. 

VOLUNTEER SERVICE. I believe we were 
made by our Creator to be givers. We give by serving 

and building a better world. Doing something for another without being paid or expectation of returned 
favors is at the heart of a person of character. Close-fisted people try to hold onto what they grab but open 
palms symbolize willingness to share. The open palm also reminds us that blessings can be added to our 
lives. There is no greater honor than to serve humanity. 

EXCELLENCE: If a task is worth doing, it's worth doing well. We honor and respect those we serve 
when we do our very best. The discipline of excellence builds leaders who will inspire. 

RESPECT. Respect is about honoring our team with the recognition of the experience, skills, wisdom and 
knowledge all bring to our mission. It is valuing other persons with equal worth. Respect does not step upon 
others to meet personal goals or gain personal attention. It is a profound humility that glues us together. 

Missions fail and squadrons falter and fall into a hole when our team is built upon personal goals rather 
than the core values that sit upon a solid foundation. Missions fly and squadrons flourish when each person 
becomes and lives our core values. May the inward eye of vigilance find us standing on these values. 
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In loving 
memory of 

Tate Michael Boluin 

AERIAL MAPPING PROFESSIONALS 

Aerial Photography 
Photogrammetry & Survey 
LiDAR • Orthophotography 

GPS/IMU • GIS 

3600 Jet Drive 
Rapid City 343-0280 

www.fugrohorizons.com 

We are proud to salute & 
support the many fine men, 

women, & young cadets of the 
South Dakota Civil Air Patrol. 

Keep up the good work! 

Rapid Care 
::M:edical 

Proudly supports the lifesaving 
efforts of the Civil Air Patrol. 

Good luck in your future 
rmss10ns. 

408 Knollwood Dr. 
Rapid City 

605-341 -6600 

T~B◊R 
LU/t\BER C◊·◊P 

Ag I Fuel/ Lumber 

We salute and support 
the Civil Air Patrol! 

152 S. Lidice Ave., Tabor 
463-2565 

104 Main, Lesterville 
364-7522 

F.rlf q,iw/aritan 
~ Socte!Y_sM -

In Christ's Love, Everyone Is So111eo11e. 

We proudly support 
our Civil Air Patrol. 

500 Vermillion St., Centerville 

563-2251 

404 E. 6th Ave., Lennox 

647-2251 

www .good-sam.com 

KlRK 
FUNERAL~~ -­

HOME--~ 
Traditional Funeral Services 

Cremation Services • Grief Support 
Pre-Plan Online or Make Arrangements 

105 1 E. Minnesota St. 
Rapid City 343-4808 

DEADWOOD 
Police Department 

Chief Kelly Fuller & Staff are 
proud to support and be a 

part of the lifesaving efforts 
of Civil Air Patrol. 

rJood tuok i-n/ ,JfOtf4' f,dtm& ni,u;;;,ion<J. 

100 Sherman St. 
Deadwood 

605-578-2623 

,A~& .a.nust 
~or 800.843.1552 WWW.BANKEASY.COM 
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