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"Any agency that brings a capability to the 
fight has a seat at the table, including the CAP," 
said Lt. Col. Sean Johnson, chief of staff and 
public affairs officer for the NDWG-and the 
chief AOB director or "air boss." Johnson is a 
fulltime employee for the N.D. Department of 
Emergency Services and a retired major in the 
N.D. National Guard. 

In just a few minutes in the well-lit basement 
room of the AOB featuring a projected update 
status on the front wall, you notice Johnson's 
presence as the "air boss." Seated in the middle 
back of the room, often on his cell phone, com­
puter, and tablet at the same time, you can tell 
that Johnson, the CAP member, is the spoke of 
the flooding fighting-and flying-wheel. 

Frequent flooding has helped make the NDWG 
valuable to the State of North Dakota the past three 
flood seasons. But so has a 

The Air Operations Branch in Bismarck, N.D. holds 

lot of work developing rela­
tionships inside and outside 
state government-and pro­
viding timely, quality results 
when called upon. 

one of several briefings during the day planning the 
aerial and waterborne responses to multiple flooding 

locations across North Dakota in April 2011. Photo 
by Capt. Todd Epp. 

"You have to build your 
credibility with the state 
emergency management 
organization," Johnson said 
in an interview during a rare 
break in AOB operational 
activity. "You have to feed 
yourself," Johnson advised. 
"You have to hunt for your­
self. We (NDWG) didn't 
wait around for people to 
ask us what we can do. 
That's paid off." 

This entrepreneurial 
approach also has paid off 
with office space for the 
NDWG administrator, the 

Lieutenant Colonel Sean 
Johnson, an employee 
of the North Dakota 
Department of Emergency 
services and the North 
Dakota Wing's chief of 
staff, was the "air boss" in 
the Air Operations Branch 
in Bismarck during 2011 
spring flooding in the 
Peace Garden State. Photo 
by Capt. Todd Epp. 

North and South Dakota USAF-CAP liaison officer, 
and the NDWG coordinator in the basement of the 
N.D. Guard headquarters, just a few stairs away from 
the state adjutant general and the N.D. DES. It's also 
led to a $240,000 biennial state appropriation from 
the state legislature and the state's purchase of a 
$350,000 forward looking infrared unit ("FLIR") last 
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Proud of its record of saving people and pets, the 
Air Operations Branch in Bismarck, N.D. keeps 
track of "saves" during flooding in the spring of 
2011 in North Dakota. Photo by Capt. Todd Epp. 
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year for one of the wing's Cessna 182s. 
Johnson says the state knows all about the CAP' s 

capabilities in times of disaster. 
"CAP is the lead SAR agency in North Dakota 

and is a leader in ISR (intelligence, surveillance, 
and reconnaissance) work for the state," Johnson 
said. "You have to sell yourself to multiple agen­
cies-emergency management, other disaster 
agencies, and local agencies. And don't forget the 
local sheriff." 

Another major CAP player at the AOB is Lt. 
Col. Darrel Pittman, the NDWG coordinator and 
CAP's liaison officer at the AOB. He coordinates 
with the NDWG's squadrons spread across the 
length and width of the state, checking on air crew 
availability, aircraft readiness, and dispatching 
orders for photo and other missions. 

Pittman, a former air traffic controller and 
instructor who is also a mission pilot, says he 
and Johnson work well with the many other 
agencies represented in the AOB. These 
included the U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, NORTHCOM, the Federal 
Aviation Administration, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, N.D. DES, and the N.D. 
National Guard. Many of these agencies brought 
air or water assets such as helicopters and air boats 
for deployment. 

"We're very organized (in the AOB)," Pittman 
said. We're extremely proud of that. It's pulled 
together by N.D. DES and Sean Johnson. We 
all recognize each agency's expertise and capa­
bilities and respect it. Consequently, we're a well 
oiled machine." 

A visit to the AOB verifies that. While the 
AOB might at any one time be managing four 
or five CAP photo missions, two or three Coast 
Guard Jayhawk rescue helicopters and rescue 
boats, and several Fish and Wildlife air boats, the 
room is calm. Disagreements abouf how best to 
deploy resources are respectful. Everyone reviews 
the next day's operational plan and has input. It's 
like visiting a study hall full of motivated students 
working away on their homework and projects. 

"Synchronization of the room helps in the 
calmness," notes Johnson. 

This calmness translates into results, as evidenced 
by the "Saves" whiteboard in a corner of the AOB 
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showing people and pets saved in the relief effort. It 
is just one small reminder of the importance of the 
NDWG's air sorties in the AOB with the other agen­
cies in N01th Dakota's flood battle. 

"Based on what they (NDWG flights) see, 
that's how we utilize the rescue helos," said U.S. 
Coast Guard Cmdr. Thomas Morkan. "It would be 
harder to pinpoint our resources without the CAP 
flights." Morkan spent several weeks in Bismarck 
on special assignment from his usual posting in 
Coast Guard Sector Boston. 

Meanwhile, the NDWG' s fellow North 
Dakotans-and the state of North Dakota--are 
extremely appreciative of the CAP's effort in the 
battle against flood waters. 

"The flooding threat this year again proved 
that the Civil Air Patrol is a key asset for gaining 
critical situational information across the state for 
decision makers," said Greg Wilz, North Dakota's 
Director of Homeland Security. "The tools they 
bring to the response are essential and their dedica­
tion to the mission assignments reflects greatly on 
a volunteer group that believes in what they do." 

As both Pittman and Johnson point out, such 
results are made possible by advance planning by 
the NDWG for the flooding operation-and being 
persistent about selling CAP's capabilities-and 
then delivering. And in that is a lesson for other 
CAP squadrons and wings to increase their utili­
zation and integration in their communities and 
states. 

"No one will seek you out," Johnson said. 
"You must seek them out and be persistent. But 
when they call upon you, deliver. No excuses." 

Fortunately in the Peace Garden State, the 
NDWG delivers-along with its local, state, and 
federal partners--each and every spring when 
North Dakota's waters rise across the prairie. 
There are no excuses, only calm, efficient, and 
professional results. The worst that North Dakota 
throws each spring brings out the best in the Civil 
Air Patrol in North Dakota. ti 

Capt. Todd Epp is the deputy com­
mander of the Sioux Falls Composite 
Squadron and the public affairs officer 
for the South Dakota Wing. 



Civic Leadership Academy 
= Awesomeness! 

By C/Maj. Kendra wuer 
South Dakota Wing 

Introduction 
Where do cadet officers gather to learn about 

our nation's democratic process and leadership? 
The Civic Leadership Academy (CLA) in 

Washington, D.C. is the answer. 
I had the privilege of attending CLA this past 

March. The Civic Leadership Academy states that 
its goal is to "foster cadet officers' civic growth 
by increasing their leadership skills, sense of civic 
responsibility, and overall interest in the demo­
cratic process." They have accomplished this in 
my eyes and much more. 

An inscription at the World War II Memorial, one of 
the sites CLA participants visited in the Washington, 
D.C. area. Photo by C/Maj. Kendra Lauer. 

CLA participants take a U.S. House of Representatives 
elevator while on their way to meetings with their 
Representatives during the CAP Legislative Day 
activity. C/Maj. Kendra Lauer is second from the left. 

At CLA 24, cadet officers had the opportu­
nity for one week to explore many facets of our 
nation's government. From touring the Capitol 
and listening to speakers to visiting the CIA, we 
looked at how agencies work together, along with 
public service careers and more. I will highlight 
just a few of the many exciting things we experi­
enced at CLA. 

Arrival 
After a grueling day of travel, I arrived in DC 

with the Capitol gleaming in the horizon. I scurried 
to obtain my luggage and went outside to grab a 
shuttle to the Crystal City Marriott Hotel where we 
would be staying. It was a surprising 50 degrees 
outside and I was happy to see no snow. 

As I walked toward the shuttle stop, I noticed 
a young teen waiting there holding a binder. As I 
approached closer I recognized the CLA emblem 
on the binder. A CAP cadet! I greeted him happily 
and found out he was a young lieutenant from 
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South Dakota Civil Air Patrol! 
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All Metal Mfg. 
4290 Universal Dr. 
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Hadey F, TayLor 
is proud to salute the men and women 
of the South Dakota Civil Air Patrol! 

Gage Brothers Concrete Products, Inc. 
4301 W. 12th St.. Sioux Falls 

800-348-GAGE (4243) 336-1180 
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Arizona. The shuttle soon arrived and we headed 
out to our promising destination. 

When we arrived at the hotel, some signs led 
us to the CLA group. When we arrived at the meet­
ing room, we found at least a dozen cadets in kakis 
and forest green polo shirts. Quickly, I signed in 
and was assigned a room where I swiftly changed 
into a similar outfit. 

The activity director, Lt. Col. Brockman, went 
over the activity procedures. I recognized some 
of the officers from my trip to the National Blue 
Beret last summer and a C/Major who had been 
with me in my basic encampment. Even at national 
cadet special activities I can always find someone 
who I've seen before. 

After dinner at Subway and an interesting dis­
cussion over the new CAPR 52-16 and our officer 
experiences, we headed back to the hotel. At 9:30, 
we headed to bed ready for the next day. 

The CIA was an 
exciting place to 
visit. We met CIA 

Director Leon 
Panetta, who gave us 

his challenge coin 

Arlington, Memorials and the Air and Space 
Museum 

My roommate, a C/Lt. Col., and I woke up at 
6 a.m. and went down to breakfast to eat. After 
eating, from the hotel buffet we were briefed 
on the day's activities. Arlington was our first 
stop. Lt. Col. Brockman gave us a tour of the 
area. I found out there was a plaque dedicated 
to the CAP members who lost their lives during 
WWII. We watched the changing of the guard at 
the tomb of the Unknown Soldier. After the cer­
emony, we went to their quarters and got to talk 

to them on how they obtained such an important 
assignment. It was amazing how much work 
they have to do, sometimes spending several 
hours preparing their uniform. 

After Arlington, we headed to the Smithsonian 
Air and Space Museum. I saw the Wright Flyer, 
the Spirit of St. Louis and many other neat aero­
space areas. 

We then headed to the World War II memorial 
to start our tour of the memorials. We saw the 
Lincoln Memorial, Vietnam Memorial and Korean 
Memorial. These memorials were a humbling trib­
ute to the soldiers who served their country. Then 
it was off walking to dinner in the spring weather. 
It had been a fun and productive day. 

The officer's grades ranged from a C/2nd 
Lieutenants to two C/Colonels. No one was 
bragging about their grade or thought they were 
better than anyone else. Instead, everyone worked 
together and wanted to get a learning experience 
at CLA. It was a place where officers shared their 
experiences and memories together, traded advice, 
and had fun. 

The Capitol and Supreme Court 
The next day we went to the Capitol and 

Supreme Court. At the Capitol, we were given a 
tour and were able to talk to some legislative staff­
ers. Our tour guide talked to us about the Capitol's 
history and how it was a working museum. The 
rotunda of the Capitol was massive and to see the 
actual paintings of the nation's history displayed 
was cool. Later we visited the Supreme Court. 
Our speaker there was Chief Clerk of the Court 
William Suter. We read about the history of the 
building and checked out the Supreme Court. 

State Department 
Many people may not know much about the 

State Department. But after being there for a whole 
day, I found that it has a fascinating role in pro­
moting diplomacy throughout the world. Two Air 
Force officers spoke about how the Department of 
Defense works with the State Department. Some 
of the State Department diplomats also spoke. 
We had a formal luncheon with some of the State 
Department's Foreign Service officers and dis­
cussed the current events happening in world. We 
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chief master sergeant, and a 
colonel speak. One of the recur­
ring themes speakers mentioned 
about leadership the important 
qualities of communication and 
listening. 

Legislative Day 

Cadet Major Kendra Lauer poses in front of one of the many restored 
aircraft at the Smithsonian's Air and Space Museum in Washington, D.C. 

One of the big things CLA 
did was Legislative Day. The 
CLA cadets arranged meetings 
with their senators or staffers 
to speak with them about the 
CAP. We focused on getting the 
Congressmen to cosponsor the 
Congressional Gold Medal for 
the WWII CAP members who 
gave their time and sometimes 

also had a picture taken with Deputy Secretary of 
State James Steinberg. 

FBI, CIA and Pentagon 
The FBI was my favorite place to visit. We 

went to Quantico and toured the facility. One of 
the agents had been a Spaatz cadet. In fact, at every 
place we visited there had been someone who had 
been in CAP. We saw Hogan's Alley, where the 
agents train in an urban environment and played 
with some of the surveiJlance robots. A communi­
cations specialist also talked to us. 

Not everyone who works in the FBI majors 
in law enforcement in college. The FBI looks for 
all sorts of professions to employ, from doctors 
to lawyers. Since the FBI is where I've dreamed 
of working, I enjoyed listening to the speakers 
and walking around the area. 

The CIA was an exciting place_ to visit. We 
met CIA director Leon Panetta, who gave us his 
challenge coin. We toured the CIA museum and 
listened to a clandestine officer speak about some 
of the things he's done. 

The Pentagon has five sides and has military 
and civilian personal who work together. Our 
Navy tour guide walked backwards, which was 
how he was supposed to, and didn't look over 
his shoulder. We heard a one star general, a 
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their lives to help our nation. I 
meet with my Representative's legislative assis­
tant. I also got to meet Senator Inouye and Major 
General Amy Courter. Senator Inouye is a medal 

Members of the CLA class pose in front of the Lincoln 
Memorial. C/Maj. Lauer is third from the left. 



South Dakota's pillar at the World War II Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. Photo by C/Maj. Kendra Lauer. 

of honor recipient and the President Pro Tempore 
of the Senate. 

Requirements 
Those were just a few of the places we visited 

and speakers we met. I enjoyed every minute of 
it and hope that you apply for it. In order to apply 
you must have earned the Mitchell Award and 
be 16 years old. Be prepared to walk a lot! The 
application process is on e-Services and starts 
around September 1. Civic Leadership Academy is 
a unique and top notch national cadet special activ­
ity that gives an experience of a lifetime. fi 

C/Maj. Kendra Lauer is an assistant 
public affairs officer for the South 
Dakota Wing. 

Sioux Falls 
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The Sioux Falls Police Department requested the South 
Dakota Wing to assist in a missing person search April 
18 and 19, 2011. The Sioux Falls Composite Squadron 
flew two extensive sorties over and around Sioux Falls. 
Despite the squadron's and law enforcement's best 
efforts, authorities found the missing person, who was 
deceased, in a neighbor's garage. The above graphic 
shows the search route of the April 19, 2011 sortie that 
was uploaded into ARGUS. 

CAP Tidbits: Did You Know ... 

Civil Air Patrol is a non-pro.fit corporation 
established by Public Law 79-476. It 
receives its funding form four major 

sources: membership dues, corporate 
donations, Congressional appropriations, 

and private donations. 
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While a cadet encampment can be physically and 
mentally demanding, it is also a great place to make 
new friends. Here, two cadet general attendees smile for 
the camera prior to the escape and evasion exercise at 
the 2010 encampment at Camp Grafton, N.D. Photo by 
Capt. Todd Epp. 

A flight of general attendees at the 2010 Joint Dakotas 
Leadership Encampment at Camp Grafton, N.D. forms 
up. Photo by Capt. Todd Epp. 

Get Ready! S.D. Wing Hosting Joint 
Dakota Emergency Services Encampment 

By Lt. Col. Linda Buechler 
South Dakota Wing 

This year's encampment will be held at Camp 
Rapid, the Army National Guard base in Rapid City, 
S.D., from July 9-17, 2011. Cadet and senior member 
staff have been selected and are working hard to pro­
vide an excellent encampment experience for all. 

The encampment will provide training for 
members needing Ground Team Member (GTM) 3, 
GTM 2, GTM 1, and Ground Team Leader as well 
as opportunities for training towards Flight Line 
Marshaling, Mission Radio Operator, and Mission 
Staff Assistant. Attendees will also spend part of one 
night at Camp Rapid West preparing their tents. 

There will be tours to Mt. Rushmore, with 
the encampment color guard retrieving the flag 
Tuesday and Wednesday of the encampment week. 
This is a very big honor and one which CAP has 
only had the privilege of doing once to my knowl­
edge. Thanks goes to 2nd Lt. James Schimelfening 
in helping to secure this honor. 

There will also be tours to the Air Force Museum at 
Ellsworth AFB and also specific areas on Ellsworth AFB. 

Applications are now being accepted for 
general attendees--cadet and senior members 
wishing to attend the encampment. 

Specific training is required prior to attend­
ing encampment and attendees should begin getting 
this completed now. Training that needs to be 
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completed prior to encampment: Operational Risk 
Management (ORM) basic, Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) 100 and 700, 
Introduction to Safety, General Emergency Services 
(GES), Operational Security (OPSEC). Cadets must 
have their Curry achievement completed. Cadets 18 
and older must have completed Cadet Protection 
Policy Training (CPPT). Senior members also need 
to have their Level I training and CPPT completed. 

Cost for the encampment is $125.00 for cadets 
and free to senior members. The Sioux Falls Air 
National Guard cooks will prepare our meals each 
day. Thanks goes to Lt. Col. Greg Maier, the CAP­
USAF state director of liaison for the Dakotas, 
for helping secure the cooks. Not only that but Lt. 
Col. Maier is our liaison between Camp Rapid and 
CAP and has done an excellent job in helping us 
prepare for this encampment. 

Check out forms needing to be sent with your appli­
cation at the following link: http://cid-ec2ff36864b8e8e5. 
office.Ii ve.com/browse.aspx/public. 

Lt. Col. Iinda Buechler is the South Dakota 
Wing's health officer, drug demand reduc­
tion officer, and cadet programs director. 
She will be the commander of the 2011 Joint 
Dakotas Emergency Services Encampment. 



Brown County South Dakota 

SHERIFF 

Broum County S herif.f 
Mark Milbrandt & Staff 

Proud!J salute the 
men and 1vomen ef 

the Civil Air Patrol for 
their lifesr:ving efforts! 

Aberdeen 626-7100 

t CATHOLIC HEALTH 
INITIATIVES• 

St. Mary's 
Healthcare Center 
We salute and support the men, women, 
and young cadets for their hard work 
in the South Dakota Civil Air Patrol! 

801 E. Sioux Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 

224-3100 / www.st-marys.com 

A 605-224-1125 

rosz 
E:XGl:--lcERl:XG, J:XC. 

V 

Offering a full range of civil engineering, architecture, 
and land surveying services throughout North Dakota, 

South Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, and Nebraska. 

3030 Airport Rd., Pierre 
www.broszeng.com 

~Aviation~ 
Flight Physicals 

Darla D. Edinger, MD ... 
• Designated Aviation Medical 
Examiner (Class 2 and 3) 

To schedule a flight physical, 
please call 605-995-5701. 

Avera~ , 
Medical Group 52_5 N Foster Streetj 
0c . 1 Med" • Mitchell, SD 57301 

cupabona Mit~ (605) 995-5701 

www.Avera.org/OccMedMitchell 

CALL (605) 995-5701 
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT. 

PRO STROLLO 
GENERAL MOTORS 

800-766-6411 
HUR0N,SD 

"Zf(Uf//, lu)), UM,e {JM e(l//, g 

ChRmf 1~JJed&i," 
500 4th St. N.E., Huron/ 352-6411 

www.prostrollo.com 

A), ..__ABERDEEN 
--QRTHOPEDICS 

-#•lrlPWJll•IIMl@li 
Dr. Thomas G. Harbert, MD 

SERVING YOUR ORTHOPEDIC 
& SPORTS MEDICINE NEEDS! 

We salute the men and 
women of the C.A.P. for 

saving lives for we too are ... 
Dedicated to Improving 

Your Quality of Life. 

Physicians Plaza 
201 S. Lloyd, Suite 110 

Aberdeen, SD 229-0205 

q~Jf q,~Jaritan 
~ Soc1e!y:_sM _ 

MILLER 

T"he help )'OIi 11eed 1J1he11 and /})here )'OIi 11eed ti. 
Rehabilitation and skzlled care, 

restorative therapies, 
assisted living a11d hospice care. 

421 E. 4th St., Miller 
853-2701 

www.good-sam.com 

We are proud to 
salute the fine 

men, women, and 
young cadets who 

make up our 
Civil Air Patrol. 

Pierre Regional Airport 

Economically friendly. 
Fly from Pierre 

We proudly solute the fine men and women who make 
up our CA.P. in the great state of South Dakota. 

400 l Airport Rd., Pierre 

773-7447 
www.pierrea i rport .com 

uarve 
Drug 

Prescription Druggists 

=== WesaluteourC.A.P. === 
Thanks and keep up the good work! 

448-2471 
710 Main St., Britton 

Airman Medical Exams 
Second and Third Class Medicals 

WILBUR-ELLIS® 
IDfAS TO GROW WITH® 

19651 SD Hwy. 47, Highmore 
605-852-2220 

Prol4d to Go a part o/ tAo 
l!i/osa11iHIJ oUorts o/ tAo 

ei11il! Air Patrol!! 




	1
	131913
	132002
	132036
	132101
	132134
	132153
	132218
	132239
	132309
	132329
	132351
	132407
	132431
	132448
	132511
	132526
	132605
	132625
	132645
	132702
	132729
	132744
	132808
	132823
	132849
	150614
	150643
	150658
	150720
	150739
	150802
	150819
	150849
	150910
	160000

