
















































Just What Is the Civil Air Patrol and 
What Do They Do in South Dakota? 

Just what is this Civil Air 
Patrol thing and what do they do 
in South Dakota? 

The CAP is made up of adult 
and cadet volunteers from the 
age of 12 on up. The CAP's three 
primary missions are emergency 
services (such as search and 
rescue), cadet programs, and 
aerospace education. 

Nationally, there are over 
58,000 CAP members. The 
organization conducts over 90 
percent of the search and res­
cue missions in the continental 
United States. 

The CAP is actually older 
than its "parent" organization, the 
United States Air Force. Founded 
on December 1, 1941, just days 
before the attack on Pearl Harbor 
and America's entry into World 
War II, the CAP played a critical 
role early in the war in not just 
training men and women to fly 
but patrolling the Atlantic and 
Gulf coasts for German U-Boats 
and helping to locate downed 
ships and sailors. 

The CAP is both an auxiliary 
of the USAF and a private, non­
profit corporation. Which "hat" 
it wears depends on the mission. 

Cadets are between the ages 
of 12 and 21. Their program is 
similar to a junior ROTC pro­
gram but with several impor­
tant differences. First, cadets 
are expected, along with senior 
members, if qualified, to par­
ticipate in real, Ii ve search and 
rescue missions. Cadets make 

By Capt. Todd Epp, South Dakota Wing 

up the backbone of CAP's and 
the SDWG's ground teams. 

Also, they are expected to 
serve their community in other 
ways, such as assisting at com­
munity events. They also learn 
about aviation and aerospace, 
build model rockets, have oppor­
tunities to not just fly but learn 
to fly, and learn about military 
customs and courtesies. 

Senior membership ranges 
from 18 years to no limit. Senior 
members come from all walks 
of life. In South Dakota, senior 
members are doctors, lawyers, 
nurses, firefighters, business 
people, teachers, retirees, pilots, 
engineers, scientists, bank­
ers, correctional officers, and 
even members of the S.D. Air 
National Guard. 

While many senior members 
have prior military experience, 
it is not necessary for member­
ship. Senior members and cadets 
over the age of 18 can be air­
crew members. These positions 
include mission pilot, mission 
observer, and mission scanner. 

Though flying is an impor­
tant part of the CAP and the 
SDWG, members don't have 
to have to fly. There are many 
other non-flying duties. Any 
skill that is useful outside of the 
CAP is needed in CAP as well. 

The SDWG has seven single­
engine aircraft and performs a 
number of missions for the state, 
including: supp01t to South Dakota 
State University wildlife stud-

ies, emergency services during 
natural and man-made disasters, 
support of the S.D. Army and Air 
National Guard, and searching for 
lost individuals or aircraft. The 
SDWG has nearly 200 adult and 
135 cadet members. 

The SDWG takes its service 
to the people of South Dakota 
very seriously. 

In March of 2010, the SDWG 
flew 48 sorties over the state for 
two weeks monitoring spring 
flooding and subsequent dam­
age. Several of these missions 
included daily aerial photography 
missions over the Camino Real 
neighborhood in north Aberdeen 
and assisting the state and local 
response to the disaster. 

There are eight CAP 
squadrons based in Aberdeen, 
Brookings, Custer, Philip, Pierre, 
Sioux Falls, Spearfish and 
Yankton. Squadrons are active in 
the local communities, providing 
outstanding programs for young 
people age 12 and up. Adult vol­
unteers also contribute their time 
and talents in service to their 
communities and country. 

If you are interested in join­
ing the CAP, contact your local 
CAP squadron or browse the 
SDWG website at http://www. 
sdcap.us or the national website at 
http://www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 

Members of the SDWG and 
its squadrons take the CAP motto 
seriously and proudly: Serving 
Communities, Above and Beyond. 
Join us and do the same! 
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T. Brick Auctions & Real Estate 
~ www.tbrickauctions.com Iii 
~310-3245 or 338-7653'-

• J & J Properties 
116 South Main Street 
Suite 202, Aberdeen 
725-3453 

Johnny's Towing-___!__ 
223-9242 qJ " 

28316 US Hwy. 14 & 34 • Fort Pierre 

All Fours & Moriah Kennels 
Pef Boarding 1/.. Grooming 

Piedmont, SD 787-S431 

A-1 Bail Band!i 
361-9631 Sioux Falls 
1-800-318-9631 24 Hour Service 

Meadowood Lanes ~ 
3809 Sturgis Rd. 

Rapid City 343-5985 

Ace Hardware tCE 
765-9400 ~ 

The helpful place. 

30960 U.S. Hwy. 212, Gettysburg 

~~ Thatzza Pizza 
~ 229-5050 
20 6th Ave. S.W. • Aberdeen 

!JJoli~ Jl!luU&t, SeJUJ.ice 
2360 Deadwood Ave., Unit L 

Rapid City* 348-9363 

GooFREY's BRAKE SERVICE & SuP PLY 

343-5030 

P.O. Box 799 RAPID CITY SD 57709 
Central Dakota Consultants, LLC 

43391 126th St. 
Roslyn ~ 486-4801 

All Metal Mfg. 
4290 Universal Dr. 

Rapid City 787-4677 

Ag & Home Realty 
57 430 Vandehorck, Britton 

448-2165 
STATE FARM INSURANCE 

- Glade Deckert -
503 ½ W. Grand Crossing 

Mobridge • 845-2188 

~Michael J. Ogan-
Is proud to salute the 

Soulh Dakota Civil Air Patml! 
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ICE SPRAY SERVICE 
AERO SPRAYER 

224-1666 V'J~UV'J~U Pierre 

Ha99ar-'s Gr-acer~ -8031 Stagestop Rd. Jjf! 
Blad? Haw!? 7&7·6S4S " 

ARC Parts, Service, & Repair 
28S-6426 

1076 N. S'h Ave, • Bowdle 

.-J 6 .-J 348-6802 
1513 E. 

HUCKS Philadelphia St. 
AU'l'tl BtlJ»Y RAPID CITY 

'Robbinsdale Lanes 
805 East St. Patrick Street 
342-2935 Rapid City 

Golden f ra;rie Manor~ 
l 145 Golden Prairie Dr., #400 

Winner 842-0S08 

Chester Farm Service Corp. 
489-2171 

P.O. Box 99, Chester, SD 57016 

Wood Stock Supply, Inc. 
We are proud to support the fine 

efforts of the Civil Air Patrol. 

1900AirporlRd. L¢{;) A£RO 
Rapid City ~ 
393-22$4 $£RVIC£, INC. 

348-3293 
...a i h I •-4761 Sturgis Rd. 

...- ■ .,_,-.... Rapid City 
SEPTIC SERVICE 

.----------1 
4300 S. Brof or3 Ave. 

SioJ,L)C Falls 
i C,ol'l,pCII\':\ 371-42-31 

719 E. Highway 212, Gettysburg 

JV~ !!hd~ 
/h /noffrl loH,l,,/e,aurl jffj,j,.m,l /1,e, 

,%,,/1, (/Jal.:ola <7l;";/,r/;, 2/'atwt 

.51,,,,.,, /r~ "(}oas Wora Is 'Trutfi." 
WNAX- 570AM 

8:45 Sunday Mornings 

r~ 3464 Sturgis Rd., Rapid City 

"f TC 348-4414 

express Pharmacy 

AJee ~(9,r..~ ~ ~ 
517 Jay St. • Bruce 

627-5621 

3831 Deadwood Ave. N., Rapid City 

U['i,~ilillR www.dakotarv.com 
348-1212 • 1-800-788-0341 

CenOtilk Retilllgy Inc. 
725-7(')(')0 

1205 G~h f(-, '. '£.W. * il. ;!lb 'Fd , 'I 

225-6522 
1-888-917-9848 

120 South Lincoln 
Allomeys {/{ LLm· Aberdeen 

TRI-COUNTY PROPANE 
P.O. Box 435, Irene, SD 57037 
;:;;:;:;;:;;;;:;;:;:;;:;;;;:;;:;:;;:;;;263-3328===;:;;:;:;;:;;;;:;;:;:;;:;;; 

Hengel Associates, Inc. 

101 St. Joseph St., #102 
Rapid City 343-8432 

Emery Enterprise 
143 N. 3rd St. 

449-4420 • Emery 

STEVE THOMAS 
proudly supports the fine 

men and women of C.A.P. 

OIJT l?ll)JfR CAFE 
105 Main St., Eagle Butte 

964-2469 

NOTEBOOM IMPLEMENT 
36594 SD Hwy. 44 
Platte 337-2661 

Quality Services 
388-5309 

3459 Jet Dr. • Rapid City 

°BAAf.f-&.,Y-,r,, ~ -"W'M°'eMf * 

1500 W. Main St. * 

Vermillion Gi2.4-4ZOO 

Rfgl.1~ of Rapid City 
Email: Kare11@kare11soderq11ist.co111 

341-4300 1240 Jackson Blvd., Rapid City 

.,,,,,..__ 800-771-7171 

M ~cit~ I 348-2523 ICr e 1740 Rapp St. 
Inns Suites Rapid City 



SDWG Sharpens Its Search and 
Rescue Skills in Summertime USAF 

''Guided SAREX'' in Aberdeen 
By Capt. Todd Epp 
South Dakota Wing 

Col. Greg Maier, CAP-USAF state director, and 1st Lt. Travis Rup discuss 
the day's upcoming events. Photo by C/Capt. Kendra Lauer 

Lt. Col. Gary Hewett, mission pilot, 
flashes a smile while preparing his 
Cessna for a training sortie. Photo 
by C/Capt. Kendra Lauer 

Looking to prepare for its Air Force evaluation 
next year, the South Dakota Wing of the Civil Air 
Patrol conducted a USAF "guided" search and 
rescue training exercise (SAREX) August 7, 2010 
from the Aberdeen Regional Airport. 

The exercise 
also involved 
emergency 
responders from 
Brown and Day 
Counties. Both 
counties had 

LEFT: C/2nd 
Lieutenants 
Preston Lee and 
Levi Adema 
await assignment 
as members of 
a ground team. 
Photo by C/Capt. 
Kendra Lauer 

been subject to considerable spring snow melt and 
summer rainstorm flooding. 

In one of the exercises, CAP aircrew members 
took and processed aerial photographs of area 

Continued ... 

Cadet Sponsor Karla West, 2nd Lt. Karen Espeland, 
and SDWG Commander Col. Teresa Schimelfening 
confer with Col. Mary Donley, planning section chief, 
prior to deployment. Photo by C/Capt. Kendra Lauer 
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Carruw~s f'ormal Wear 
2'.l<J-1'.i 130 

720 S. Main St., Aberdeen 

Allen's Farm Supply 
472-0369 

18212 SD Hwy. 37, Frankfort 

FIMCO FARM EQUIPMENT 
891 Two Rivers Rd. 

N. Sioux City • • 232-6800 

Landmark REALTY fi DEVELOPMENT 
1130 N. Main, Suite 4 

642-4540 Spearfish 

MCINTOSH CO-OP, INC. 
273-4244 

102 N. Highway 12, McIntosh 

~alk ?$'?1flk/4 dTo!fie 
320 W. 6th St., Mobridge 

845-2914 
' C 

., oAttSO"t '2ii.TP"?L -y l w~ 
41 cHER 279-2255 

F-1\. FEED• SEED• FERTILIZER 

ll Calbinem &J ][n:nterion.-§ 
~ 1015 Oak St. 
'fJl Faulkton 598-6757 

0SHEIM-5CHMIDT FUNERAL HOME 
2700 Jackson Blvd. 

Rapid City 343-0077 

Dean Kurtz Construction Co. 
GENERAL CONTRACT! G 

Rapid City 343-6665 

Gage Brothers Concrete Products, Inc. 
4301 W. 12th St., Sioux Falls 

800-348-GAGE (4243) 336-1180 

DELMAR DEITER 
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE ME~I 

& WOMEN OF CIVIL AIR PATROLlJj 

Western Aviation 
Aircraft Service & Maintenance 

Winner 842-07 40 
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Todd's Electric Service 
706 . Deadwood St. 

Pierre 223-2518 

Mid Refrigeration, LLC 
3~1-2~31 

111 POPLAR AVE. • RAPID CITY 

Gunde11on Tran1mi11ion 
1805 N. Airport Rd. 

224-8424 Pierre 

Harley F. Tayllor 
is proud to salute the men and women 
of the South Dakota Civil Air Patrol! 

A-Plus Carpel UpholsLery Cleaning 
604 Farlow Ave., Rapid City 

348-0793 
'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 
Impact Paintless Dent Repair 

Wt; tm'/ _p;.'oud (;o suppo;.'(; (;ii.t'! m.t'/n twd 
WOm.t'/J.:J of (;ii.t'! Civil Au, Pttt;ro/. 

........... 641-3679 ........... 
Arens Engineering 

301 Capitol St., #A 1 
665-2002 Yankton 

D DISTRIBUTING co . &H 342-6739 
1151 Plant St., Rapid City 

Servall Uniform & Linen Supply 
We are proud to support the fine efforts 
of the Civil Air Patrol! J0-0680 

Dependable Sanitation, Inc. 
~ 225-9316 
~ V 1520 Brown County 19 No11h, Aberdeen 

Graham Tire Company 
2320 6th Ave. S.E. 

225-2352 Aberdeen 

Farmers & Merchants 
State Bank 

550 Main St., Scotland• 583-2234 

jll/,tl'Jieintl Sltcppt!. 
1301/-fttt. '/c-uslt111C>'Q. 

'/c-api'J Cu't 31/-8-6305 

~W-H~ 
Best of luck Civil Air Patrol in your 

future lifesaving endeavors! 

Ken's .Autobod11 
113 Railroad St. 

Harrisburg 767-2732 

Fullerton lumber Co. flt! 
101 N. Main St., Winner 842-3388 

Machining Services, Inc. 
200 E. 40th Street N. 

Sioux Falls 357-8113 

'l1l'I1AN 1'7ES'J1, IN(~. 
l~IJl/le & flele11 Fawcett proud(JI salute C.A.P! 

36111 211'11 St., Miller· 853-3930 

Te,tM Rt~t<-Tr-ale,t<-.r 
00000000000 G UN SHOP 00000000000 

to1 I✓. !!w1. 1tf &-31, ft. p;t,,.M, • 221-1311 

Hamlin County Sheriff 
Dan T. Mack proudly salutes C.A.P! 
Hayti 783-3232 

Community Bank Of Avon 
118 N. Main MEMBER FDIC 

Avon 286-3213 

Electro-Test & 
Maintenance, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1527, Rapid City, SD 57709 • 787-4688 

~'1,(~. 
224-6572 I 800-239-9380 

511 W. Dakota Ave., Pierre 

Joe Cruz 
proudly salutes South Dakota 

Civil Air Patrol! 

;ARNE Arne Funeral Home 
FUNERAL HC>fv~[ 532-5959 
~ 200 N. Utah St., Clark 

Proud to suµµort tl1e CAI~ a11d tlie Cadets, Keep up tl1cgood 11'0rk! 

MJ AVIATION,INC.~ 
Crop P/a111i11g, Cultivating, & Pr01ecti11g 
24028 405th Ave., Letcher 248-2314 

BANK.PJEWEST ~ 
214 Main Ave., Lemmon 

374-3831 

J t\,~-&!!1~1:'}e,r 
appreciate~~abl~tribution to our 

aviation community by th Jembers ofC.A.P! 

Mitchell Iron & Supply Co. 

996-2447 I 271 W. 1st Ave., Mitchell 
www.mitchelliron.tripod.com 

•&'"-"" '"Your 24/7/365 Days 
§iaux,-:'::.:.'"~ oYeorlotalSecurityService" 

M,erchant · 334-9357 
Patrol~. . Sioux Falls 

5ecurlcy Service www.siouxmerchontpotrol.com 

(} ~l,,. ~ 'P~ 
.,-l1-Z6-6(08 

/35/5 350-;(/. ave-.. ~o<)<;.Oe, 



Capt. Matt Meert, mission pilot, inspects the wing of one of the SDWG's 
Cessna's during preflight. Photo by C/Capt. Kendra Lauer 

Cadets from various SDWG 
squadrons await assignment in the 
lobby of the Aberdeen Regional 
Airport FBO. Photo by C/Capt. 
Kendra Lauer 

RIGHT: 1st Lt. Jerry 
Zurovski, mission 

observer, vamps for 
the camera following a 

sortie. Photo by C/Capt. 
Kendra Lauer 

lakes to assist local emergency 
planners in assessing the impact 
of the wet spring and summer on 
northeast South Dakota. 

In another exercise, other 
cadets and senior members 
searched for electronic location 
transmitters (ELTs) that aircraft 
carry. The ELT emit a signal if 
impacted and can help rescuers 
find downed aircraft. The ground 
crews encountered several delays 
because of flooded-out roads 
in Brown County while trying 
to locate the practice beacon. 
Aircrews and ground crews with 
special electronic devices work 
together to locate the signal. 

Several members of the 
active and reserve United States 
Air Force guided and then 
assessed the exercise to assist 
the SDWG in preparing for its 
evaluated SAREX in 2011. The 
USAF looks at all aspects of 
the SAREX, not just the mis­
sion objectives. The evalua­
tion looks at everything from 
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DAKOTA SAlVAGIE 
2421 West Havens, Mitchell 

996-8264 

CAMRuo-Foss CoNcRm CoNSTRucnoN, INc. 
3300 EIGHTH STREET SOUTH 

MOORHEAD, MN 218-233-0065 

RON~LD L. IIINS 
i~ proud to ~a.late tfia C.A.P. 
iIJ. tfiair lifa~aviIJ.g !l'li~~ioIJ.~-

/17~ /17~.!F~ 
(C 122 Wes;;;_1~;2 Webster J) 

Builders Supply Co. 
3501 Lewis 

336-2790 Sioux Falls 

0 
at MACHINE SHOP se 532-82s2 

116 1st Ave. West, Clark 

~ Security Lock Service 
" ~ 113 W. Dakota Ave. 

224-0206 Pierre 

Bill Valb~lutes the 
I ifesavi ng efforts 
of our • C.A.P.! 

Mye,·s Fly·ing Se1·vice 
852-2944 

17365 Holabird Grade, Onida 

Compliments of . .. 

Skip Vanderhule 
Member South Dakota Aeronautics Commission 

11111 ae,e aee,11 
211 6th Avenue Northeast 

Aberdeen 225-5085 

Gex--sfl11ex--on C 3004 E. Hwy. 50 J 
Yankton 665-5568 

Dakota Electronics 
424 County Rd. 19 South 

Aberdeen 225-1672 

- Comp6.ments of . ... 

South <DaR..9ta 
Pi[ots Jl.ssociation & GENERAL SERVICE 
construction & Painting 

1511 N. 71
' st., Rayid city • 342-5252 
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DRAYER 224-4540 

EsTATES CoNTRACTING 

PO. Box 410, Murdo, SD 57559 

r.S 
~\O '6, SO 701-290-7522 
~ ~,c,'f.. 3651 117th Ave. S.W. 

\)0 Dickinson • ND 58601 

Sante[ Communications 
796-4411 

308 Soutfi 'Dumont, Woonsock?t 

1 / TIRE STORE, INC. 
() \',, 720 N. Broadway Ave. 

Miller 853-2775 

Lyle W. Ebert ~~0 
is Proud to Support~ 

Civil Air Patrol! ~ 
SIOUX LAND 

CBAR & GRILL.=) 
19555 U.S. Hwy. 81, Arlington 983-5930 

PARAMOUNT TECHNICAL PRODUCTS, INC. 
2600 PARAMOUHT DRIVE 

SPEARFISH 642-4181 
Farmers Union Insurance 
=== South Main=== 
Hettinger, ND 701-567-4358 

~ic~rcl B. Full=n & Famil'f 
Proudly Salute South Dakota C.A.P.! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

OJ,dl 73€,(Jluam 
proudly supports the men & 

women of the Civil Air Patrol. 

Sisseton Since 1949 

Livestock ~ 698-4343 
Auction, Inc-:-=- Sisseton 

HARDING & PERKINS 
FARM MUTUAL INSURANCE CO. 

PRA1RIE CITY 866-4844 

Aberdeen Flying Service 
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 

225-1384 Aberdeen 

'Evanson-Jensen '"Funeraf 7-fome 
We proudly support the SD Civil Air Patrol 

Lemmon • 374-3805 
www.evansonjensenfuneralhome.com 

A&M 368-2813 
Warehouse & Self Storage 
47079 98th St. Sioux Falls 

Avera i 322-4101 
Health www.avera.org 

3900 W. Avera Dr., Sioux Falls 

Todd and Paul Hofer, Doland, SD 
are proud to be a part of the 

lifesaving efforts of the C.A.P 

" Compliments of 

i;., David Johnson 
-:_ ''•~ ·,- , Keldron, South Dakota 

H
&O ELECTRIC HEATING 

& SHEET METAL, INC, 
125 N. Adam, Winner • 842-1117 

1512 E. 17th St. covst>Jl." 
Sioux Falls :tRucno~ 

cW\C (,o~S 336-2800 
'3,1.,B We support Civil Air Patrol 

Royal L. Traver _ 
Of Faulkton ~ 

Proudly supports C.A.P. · 

'~p~ 
PAINTING CONTRACTOR • 642-5015 
P.O. Box 306 • Spearfish, SD 5 7783 

◄~•~11111oort.u$l~m111mi. 
962-6111 

P.O. Box 147, Blunt, SD 57522 

JOE'S HARDWARE 
P.O. Box 314, Timber Lake, SD 57656 

605-865-360 l 
NOLD ANIMAL SUPPLY 

Source for Mycoplasma 
Dr. Martin Nold, DVM ... 765-2451 

101 N. Exene St., Gettysburg 

Joe Habeger 
is proud to salute the men and women and 

young cadets of South Dakota C.A.P.! 

Campbell Chiropractic Clinic 
118 Gateway Dr., N. Sioux City 

232-3833 
Zandstra Constructio~.· r;::;, 

3840 S. Hwy. 78 ~~ 
Rapid City 348-8300 @:§§ 

Global Wellness 
Magnetic Health Products 

NIKKEN (605)343-7536 
I DEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR 

3011 Stockade Dr., Rapid City 



CAP vans have first aid kits 
in them to member check-in 
procedures to finance monitor­
ing to how the press and public 
were treated. 

Following ttie SAREX, the 
USAF prepared a report on the 
SDWG's successes and chal­
lenges that the observation team 
noted. The SDWG will incorpo­
rate those comments in prepara­
tion for the "real" evaluation by 
the USAF next year. 

The Aberdeen Composite 
Squadron, lead by Lieutenant 
Colonel Gary King, hosted 
CAP members from across 
South Dakota in the exercise. 
Lt. Col. Donald Barbalace, 
also the SDWG' s inspector 
general, led the SAREX as the 
incident commander. 

The SDWG conducts six to 
eight search and rescues exer­
cises per year in various loca­
tions across the state. Squadrons 
sometimes also conduct their 
own "mini-SAREXs" at the 
local level. * 

Lt. Col. Gary Hewett, mission pilot, checks the oil of one of the SDWG's 
Cessna's during preflight prior to launch at the SAREX. Photo by C/Capt 
Kendra Lauer 

Todd Epp, SAREX public information officer, and 
Col. Mike Beason, air operations branch director, 
confer during the SAREX. Photo by C/Capt. 
Kendra Lauer 

LEFT: 1st Lt. Bill Collister, mission 
radio operator, communicates with a 
ground team during the SAREX. Photo 
by C/Capt Kendra Lauer 
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South Dakota Wing Assists State and 
Cheyenne River Sioux with Storm and 

Flooding Photo Assessments 

South Dakota faced flooding 
across the state nearly all year. 
And the SDWG of the CAP was 
there to help. 

For nearly two weeks straight 
in March, SDWG aircrews flew 
multiple sorties per day taking 
photos of flooding in Aberdeen, 
northeast South Dakota, and in 
western South Dakota. 

The SDWG also assisted 
state and local officials June 23, 
2010 by taking aerial photos of 
flooding in the Woonsocket area 
in east central South Dakota and 
again on September 25, 2010 
north of Sioux Falls. 

The South Dakota Wing 

Date: 25SEP10 TOT: 20252 
Location: NE of Dell Rapids, SD, 244th St. 
Latitude: / Longitude: 
Object: Flooding on Road 

By Capt. Todd Epp 
South Dakota Wing 

Aerial photograph processed through ARGUS showing flooded county 
road northeast of Dell Rapids, SD on September 25, 2010. Photo by Capt. 
Todd Epp 
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Aerial photograph processed 
through ARGUS showing flooded 
football stadium at Dell Rapids, 
SD on September 25, 2010. Photo 
by Capt. Todd Epp 

also assisted the Cheyenne 
River Sioux Tribe in late June 
after heavy thunderstorms, rain, 
wind, and hail damaged a num­
ber of areas on the reservation. 

After corr:ipleting a mis­
sion for the United States Air 
Force, a three-member crew 
flying a Cessna 182T diverted 
to Woonsocket to take pho­
tographs of the flooding and 
resulting damage. Woonsocket 
was hit with heavy rains June 
22, 2010 and had flooding in 
low-level areas. 



Date: 25SEP10 TOT: 2025Z 
Location: Trent, SD 
Latitude: / Longitude: 
Object: Flooded homes in Trent 

Aerial photograph processed through ARGUS showing flooding in Trent, 
SD on September 25, 2010. Photo by Capt. Todd Epp 

In March while 
flying a flooding 
aerial photography 
mission for the state, 
a SDWG aircrew was 
redirected mid-air to 
look for a man who 
jumped into the James 
River near Mitchell. 

Also in March 
while on an aerial 
flooding mission at 
Gary, South Dakota, 
a SDWG aircrew was 
directed mid-air by the 
state to immediately 
fly to Aberdeen to 
get photos of sudden 
flooding in the Camino 
Real neighborhood. 

"The Civil Air 
Patrol can respond 
quickly in times 
of natural disasters," 
said Col. Teresa 
Schimelfening, com-

mander of the South Dakota 
Wing of the CAP. "We are here 
to help the citizens of South 
Dakota in precisely these types 
of situations." 

The photographs, which are 
geotagged by latitude and lon­
gitude so emergency planners 
and others can pinpoint damage 
and problem areas, were then 
made available to State of South 
Dakota's Emergency Operations 
Center which coordinated the 
response to the flooding. 

On June 19, 2010, the SDWG 
also responded to a request 
by the Cheyenne River Sioux 
Tribe to assist it with aerial 
assessment of flooding and tor­
nado damage from storms that 
hit the area on June 16, 2010. 

"The S.D. Wing 
has the aircraft, the 
technology, and the 
training to assist tribal, 
state, and local govern­
ments in responding to 
these sorts of emer­
gencies," said Capt. 
John Seten, the wing's 
director of operations. 
"We have dedicated 
volunteers who are 
ready to respond at a 
moment's notice when 
needed." 

The wing's efforts 
in using the new 
ARGUS system to 
geotag and upload 
photos during the 
flooding missions was 
recognized nationally 
by the CAP in the July­
September issue of 
Volunteer, the CAP's 
quarterly magazine. * 
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Missed Opportunities 
Take a moment to think about opportunjties that you've missed in your lifetime because you hesitated, did 
not have the self-confidence, lacked information to make a decision, or even worried about what other people 
would think or say. If you're like the average human being, you've thought of several of these "moments" 
which have had a significant impact on your life. 
Now take a look at the other side of the coin. Have you ever had someone give you that little nudge, that ex­
tra boost of confidence, the right information, or even taken you aside to show you how to do something you 
never thought you'd be able to do? Each and every person has a memory of that special person that's made a 
difference in their life or career path. 
Recruiting and mentoring go hand in hand. Don't miss the opportunity to recruit an individual that you believe 
is talented and would benefit your organization. You may be that person who gives the encouragement needed 
to make someone a great community asset! 
Recruiting is defined as "seeking out an engaging someone for work or service" and mentoring is taking that 
one step further. Mentoring is defined as "the sharing of skills, knowledge, information and perspective to fos­
ter the personal and professional growth of someone else." It doesn't sound much different than parenting ... 
because it's not! 
Here are a few simple steps to seek out the opportunities to recruit and mentor someone else: 

1. Seek out good people. You ask yourself how to do that? Throughout history our skills, information 
and culture have been passed down through generations by simple story telling. Don't be afraid to talk 
about what you do, and express the pride and satisfaction you have from doing what you enjoy. Be it 
flying, sports, carpentry, or just a hobby that you love dearly. Soon you will start to recognize those 
who have the same passions that you have. Step one - complete! 

2. Take the opportunity to train and impart that instructional knowledge. Here is where the mentor­
ing begins. If you want someone to know how to do something and do it correctly, then take the time to 
train them and remediate if necessary. Remember we all learn differently ... but that's an entirely dif­
ferent article! Make training a learning experience that's not dreaded or difficult. It's important when 
dealing with volunteers to be positive and know your students limitations. 

3. Positive reinforcement. Give credit where credit is due. Acknowledge a job well done and provide 
feedback both positive and constructive. This is the mentoring part. Don't be afraid to make con-ec­
tions and step in when something is on the downward spiral. Recover and try to make every situation a 
learning opportunity. Talk about mistakes and how to avoid them in the future. My Pap said "There's 
more than a 1000 ways to skin a cat! You don't have to do it my way, and Ijust might learn something 
from you in the process. As long as it's the same when it's all said and done - it's a good day for skin­
ning cats." Honestly, we've never skinned cats! 

4. Set realistic goals and expectations. This is one of the major keys to success in any organization. 
Have achievable goals and reasonable, realistic expectations for everyone. If expectations are set too 
high then the cream of the crop will rise, and the others will settle and fall away. Remember not to 
make exceptions, but hold everyone to the same standard. No one likes the good 'ole boy system! 

5. Build, promote, & reward. Every organization has a tool for recognizing and rewarding good per­
formance. This must be something that is truly earned. If it's given out at a whim it becomes meaning­
less and ineffective. Build relationships, promote wisely, and reward generously when deserved. 

These five simple steps can help an organization move forward. Each person within a unit must ask them­
selves a truly important question. Do I want someone to volunteer by default, or do I want someone to volun­
teer that I have great confidence in? It seems obvious, but we would pick someone who's willing to provide 
strong leadership and vision to help improve and expand what already exists! 
Remember that an organization is only as good as the members that support it, but membership itself is not 
enough. Strive to support your organization the best way you can by helping create partnerships - - be a 
RECRUITER and a MENTOR!! 
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